
In a recent survey, the City of Gunnison found that a majority of voters 
believe that our roads are in good condition. However, this will not 
always be the case. In fact, over the next five years, if we are not proactive, 
the number of streets rated poor or very poor will increase dramatically. That 
is why the City wants to take action now, and why we are placing a 0.5% sales 
tax increase on the November ballot to create a dedicated revenue source for the 
maintenance and rehabilitation of our streets.

 The City strives to be a good steward of our community’s infrastructure to ensure its 
reliable, sustainable, and safe use in the future. The streets that we bike and drive on 
every day are an essential part of that infrastructure. Maintenance for the streets is paid 
for by the General Fund. Annually, the City invests $1.1 million strategically on an array of 
maintenance projects for the streets, such as overlay and crack sealing.

However, as you can see on Virginia Avenue, multiple years of overlay have created such a 
large crown on the street that this method should no longer be used and doesn’t address 
any underlying structural issues. A recent scientific study of the quality of our streets 
concluded that we are underfunding street maintenance by $1.2 million per year.

While our street maintenance budget has maintained 4% growth annually, a 
significant increase in the cost of road materials (814% increase since 1997) has 
outpaced our budget. Simply put, it is getting much more expensive to maintain 
our streets. What does this mean? Without an increased investment of $1.2 
million per year, every year, in approximately four to five years, you will 
begin to see major deterioration in our street system. Thus, over time, 
these streets will eventually turn into gravel.

The solution is a Pavement Management System, which is 
a plan we have ready to put in place to address our street 
maintenance needs now if the 0.5% sales tax increase is 
approved by voters. With that dedicated revenue source of 
an additional $1.2 million per year, we can be proactive 
and begin a long-term plan with significant cost savings. 
In fact, an underfunded, reactionary street maintenance 
approach is 8 times more expensive than a Pavement 
Management System. It is kind of like the difference 
between paying for an oil change versus paying for 
a new engine in your car.

Let’s not wait until our streets deteriorate 
further before making this investment. The 
cost will be exponentially more expensive to 
reconstruct streets versus maintain them. 
Without the dedicated funding source from 
a 0.5% sales tax increase, our streets will 
remain underfunded and deteriorate rapidly 
in the next four to five years. The increase 
will cost a consumer 50 cents on a $100 
purchase, with the added benefit that visitors 
to Gunnison will also contribute. We hope 
you agree that an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure.

For more information, contact Public Works Director David Gardner  
at dgardner@gunnisonco.gov or go to  
www.gunnisonco.gov/2022Election.
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