
CITY OF GUNNISON COUNCIL AGENDA – Amended 4:30pm, 9/12/16 
MEETING IS HELD AT CITY HALL, 201 W. VIRGINIA AVENUE 
GUNNISON, CO, IN THE 2ND FLOOR COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2016                  REGULAR SESSION                                   7:00 P.M. 
I.         Call Regular Session Meeting to Order: 
II.        PUBLIC HEARING         7:00 P.M. 
 Receive Input on Transfer of Retail Marijuana Store License Application from East 

River Management LLC dba GrowHouse Gunnison to Best Buds, Inc., dba Best 
Buds, 811 N. Main Street, Gunnison 

III. Consideration of Minutes: 
 A.  August 23, 2016, Regular Session  
IV.   Pre-Scheduled Citizens: 
 A.  Sources of Strength Program Report – GHS Students and GCSAPP Reps. 
V.   Old Business:  None 
VI. New Business: 

A.  Action on Transfer of Ownership Retail MJ Store from East River Management 
 LLC dba GrowHouse Gunnison to Best Buds Inc. 811 North Main Street,  
 Gunnison, CO 

 B.  Action on Skate Park Lighting Contract  
 C.  Action on IGA Between Gunnison Rising Metro Districts No’s 1 through 7 and  
  City of Gunnison  
 D.  Action to Proceed with Water Meter Replacement 
VII.  Executive Session: pursuant to C.R.S. §24-6-402(4)(b) for the purpose of receiving 

legal advice from the City Attorney on specific legal questions, Re: Water Rights 
VIII. New Business (continued)   

E.  Possible Council Action on Water Court Case No. 16CW3009 – Mark Daily & 
Lynn Cudlip 

IX. Resolutions and Ordinances: 
 A.  Resolution No. 10, Series 2016; Re: Cancelling Council Regular Session  
  Meeting Scheduled for 7:00 P.M., September 27, 2016  
X.   Reports: 
 City Attorney Report:  Kathleen Fogo  
  City Manager Report: Russ Forrest 
 Acting City Manager:  Parks & Recreation Director Dan Ampietro 

City Clerk Report: Gail Davidson  
WSCU Liaison:  Jodie Howard 

XI.  Non-Scheduled Citizens:  At this agenda time, non-scheduled citizens may present 
issues of City concern to Council.  Per Colorado Open Meetings Laws, NO action 
or Council discussion will be take place until a later date, unless an emergency 
situation is deemed to exist by the City Attorney. Speaker has time limit of 3 mins. 

XII.     City Council Meeting Reports, Discussion, Items for Future Work Sessions 
XIII.    Meeting Adjournment  
The City Council Meeting agenda is subject to change.  The City Manager and City Attorney reports may 
include administrative items not listed.  Regular Meetings and Special Meetings are recorded and action 
can be taken.  Minutes are posted at City Hall and on the City website at www.cityofgunnison-co.gov.  Work 
sessions are recorded, minutes are not produced and formal action cannot be taken.  For further 
information, contact the City Clerk’s office at 970-641-8140. TO COMPLY WITH ADA REGULATIONS, 
PEOPLE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS ARE REQUESTED TO CONTACT THE CITY CLERK 24 HOURS 
BEFORE ALL MEETINGS AT 970-641-8140.  

http://www.cityofgunnison-co.gov/


PUBLIC HEARING FORMAT 
7:00 P.M., Tuesday, September 13, 2016 

On the Merits of a Transfer of Ownership of a Retail Marijuana Store 
License Application from East River Management LLC to Best Buds Inc., 

811 N. Main Street in Gunnison, Colorado.    
 
I.   Mayor Open Public Hearing 

Open Public Hearing and State the time, date, location, and name those in 
attendance – City Council, City Attorney, City Manager, City Clerk, Finance 
Director, Police Chief, Community Development Director, Finance Director and  
______________________________. 

 
II.    State Reason for Public Hearing - Mayor 

Receive Input on the merits of a Transfer of Ownership Application for a Retail 
Marijuana Store License located at 811 N. Main Street in Gunnison, Colorado to 
Best Buds, Inc. 
 

III.     Proof of Publication - City Clerk 
 
IV.    City Staff Comments/Recommendation – City Clerk and City  

 Attorney. 
 

V. Applicant Comments:   
   
VI. Public Comment 

Ask anyone wishing to comment – pro or con - on the application to step up to 
the microphone, state their name, and sign the sign-in sheet for the record. 

 
VII.  Enter letters, emails or other comments received from the public into 

the record - City Clerk   
 
VIII.   Call for any final comments – when hearing none, Mayor Close the 

Public Hearing.   
 
 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

APPLICATION FOR A TRANSFER OF RETAIL MARIJUANA STORE LICENSE 

FROM EAST RIVER MANAGEMENT LLC  

TO BEST BUDS, INC. 
 

  PURSUANT TO THE MARIJUANA LAWS OF THE STATE 

OF COLORADO AND THE CITY OF GUNNISON, 

COLORADO, BEST BUDS INC DBA BEST BUDS, 811 N. 

MAIN STREET, GUNNISON, COLORADO, has requested the 

licensing officials of the City of Gunnison to grant a Transfer of 

the Retail Marijuana Store License for selling retail marijuana and 

allowed retail marijuana-infused products in the City of Gunnison 

from East River Management, LLC dba GrowHouse Gunnison. 

 

A Public Hearing on the application will be held in the City 

Council Chambers, second floor of City Hall, 201 West 

Virginia Avenue, Gunnison, CO, at 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, 

September 13, 2016, at which time and place you may give 

testimony on the application.   

 

  Date of Application:  July 22, 2016. 

   

  Petitions or remonstrances may be filed at the City Clerk’s Office, 

City Hall, 201 W. Virginia Avenue, Gunnison, CO, mailed to: City 

Clerk, P.O. Box 239, Gunnison, CO  81230, or emailed to 

gail@cityofgunnison-co.gov  until 5:00 P.M., Tuesday, September 

13, 2016.  

 

  By order of Gail A. Davidson, City Clerk 

 

  /s/Gail A. Davidson 

 
           

mailto:gail@cityofgunnison-co.gov


To: City Council 

From: City Clerk Gail A Davidson  

Date: September 8, 2016 

Re: Transfer of Retail Marijuana Store License Application 

 Best Buds LLC 

 811 N. Main Street 

 Gunnison, Colorado 

 

City Staff Report and Recommendations 

The City Council of the City of Gunnison, approved and adopted Marijuana Establishment rules 

and regulations.  These are found in the Gunnison Municipal Code (GMC) and the City of 

Gunnison Land Development Code (LDC). To transfer the ownership of an existing Marijuana 

Establishment in the City, approval from both the State of Colorado and the City of Gunnison 

must be obtained.  The City application and licensing regulations are outlined in GMC Section 

8.40.    

 

Best Buds Inc., dba Best Buds, completed and submitted the required State Marijuana 

Enforcement Division (MED) and the City of Gunnison Marijuana Establishment Transfer of 

License Application forms for a retail marijuana store that is located at 811 N. Main Street in 

Gunnison.  Principal in the Best Buds Corporation is Kenneth Lee Chick, 2688 Whisper Cr. Grand 

Junction, CO  81503.  The existing license is held by East River Management LLC, dba Growhouse 

Gunnison.  That license was approved and issued by the City of Gunnison on December 8, 2015.   

 

The State MED has conditionally approved the transfer of license.  A copy of that license was 

included in the public hearing packet. Best Buds Inc. has paid the City-required $2,000 application 

fee    

 

A copy of the City of Gunnison Departmental Approvals form is included in the Public Hearing 

information packet.  The results of that review include:  

 Clerk’s Department:  the required complete application was filed including the property 

owner consent form.  All City-required fees have been paid.  The needs and wants of 

allowing a retail marijuana establishment at this location was determined in the original 

license public hearing and approval process.   

 City Attorney:  had a question regarding the ownership of the Business to be.  The 

applicant will explain the business ownership during his testimony and a statement of 

explanation is also included in the application documents.   

 The Finance Department has issued a City Sales Tax License and has provided sales tax 

remittance information to the applicant.   
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 The Police Department has completed local background check and investigation on the 

applicant - the LLC Principal.  

 The Community Development Department has completed their review of the application 

for compliance with the provisions of the City of Gunnison Land Development Code 

regarding allowed location, signage, control of marijuana-related odors, hours of 

operation, and City-adopted building standards. The CD Department has issued their 

report with the following conditions:   

 

 Marijuana establishment shall comply with all provisions, standards and regulations of 

the Land Development Code and all relevant building, mechanical and fire codes adopted 

by the City. 

 The facility is partitioned with the Retail Establishment comprising approximately 1,422 

square feet (sf) and the remaining building floorplan (+ 3,152 sf), is identified as “storage”.  

Any future change in use for the designated storage floor area shall be subject to review 

and approval by the Community Development Director.     

 A minimum of 4 exterior parking spaces shall be dedicated to accommodate parking 

demand associated with the accessory “storage” use as depicted on the floor plans.   

 The parking facilities will include an 8’ perimeter landscaping island pursuant to Section 

4.6.G.2 of the City of Gunnison Land Development Code and as depicted on the site plan 

submittal on file that was approved on November 3, 2015.  

 Building occupancy for the licensed retail marijuana establishment shall be subject to final 

inspection and approval by the Building Official, Fire Marshal and Director of Community 

Development.   

  

Per City Code, after the staff completed their reviews of the application, City Council set the 

Public Hearing for 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, September 13, 2016, the premises was posted with the 

required Public Hearing notice for over the minimum of 10 days, and the public hearing notice 

was published as required in the Gunnison Country Times Newspaper.  

 

Based on the review and investigations of the transfer of ownership license application, City Staff 

recommends approval of the Best Buds Inc., dba Best Buds, transfer of license ownership 

application, for the retail marijuana store establishment located at 811 N. Main Street in 

Gunnison, CO.  with the above-stated conditions.   

 















































































































































































































Action: To be Approved 09.13.2016 

AUGUST 23, 2016            CITY OF GUNNISON COUNCIL                                   7:00 P.M. 

REGULAR SESSION MEETING MINUTES 

 

The City Council Regular Session meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M., by Mayor Hagan with 

Councilors Sovick, Drexel, Morrison and Schwartz present along with City Attorney Fogo, City 

Manager Achen, City Clerk Davidson, Acting City Manager/Community Development Director 

Westbay, Finance Director Cowan, Parks & Recreation Director Ampietro, Police Chief Robinson, 

WSCU Liaison Howard, Incoming City Manager Forrest and the press.  A Council quorum was 

present.   

 

Consideration of Minutes: 

August 9, 2016, Regular Session Meeting 
Councilor Drexel moved and Councilor Morrison seconded the motion to approve the Regular 

Session meeting minutes of August 9, 2016, as presented.   

Roll call vote, yes:  Sovick, Drexel, Hagan, Morrison, Schwartz.  So carried.  

 Roll call vote, no:   None. 

 

Pre-Scheduled Citizens:   
Presentation on “Managing Results” – Marv Weidner.  Marv Weidner, his wife and 

business partner Marty Weidner and incoming City Manager Russ Forrest came forward and 

addressed Council. Mr. Forrest explained he has had experience with Managing Results LLC (MR 

LLC) at the County.  The plan is to create a management system that focuses on customer needs, 

strategic results and determine what’s most important for budget development and establish 

accountability.  A Council retreat is needed by the end of September to create a clear platform for 

action for the budgeting process.  Marv and Marty Weidner then addressed Council.  Items they 

discussed included:  they have worked with over 75 jurisdictions in the last 10 years including 

municipalities and county governments;  they have 18 years’ experience in the business and live 

in the Gunnison Valley; in Gunnison there is a need to identify core key strategic results that are 

needed and then focus on obtaining those results; a plan will give staff and management a 

framework to get results for the customers; the budget will fund the customer experience not fund 

the organization as it is currently structured; it’s all about the customers and community needs; 

and employee performance system will be established;  employees will feel invigorated in this 

process; MR LLC will interview each councilor in-depth and then hold a facilitated retreat the end 

of September; and the roles of council and the manager will be defined. A brief discussion ensued.  

After the vote, Council determined September 27, 2016, to be the date for the retreat session.   

 

Councilor Drexel moved and Councilor Morrison seconded the motion to approve the expenditure 

of $8,000.00 from 2016 budgeted Strategic Plan Implementation funds for the Interim Strategic 

Planning Session Scope of Work and to authorize the City Manager to sign the contract with MR 

LLC. 

 Roll call vote, yes:  Drexel, Hagan, Morrison, Schwartz, Sovick.  So carried. 

 Roll call vote, no:   None. 

  

Old Business:  None.  

 

New Business:   

 Set Public Hearing on Transfer of Ownership Retail MJ Store from East River 

Management, LLC dba Growhouse Gunnison to Best Buds Inc., 811 N. Main Street, 

Gunnison.  City Clerk Davidson informed Council the City has received its first transfer of 

ownership application for a retail marijuana store.  The City Attorney and Staff have reviewed the 

application and the fees have been paid.   

 

Councilor Morrison moved and Councilor Schwartz seconded the motion to set Public Hearing for 

7:00 P.M. on Tuesday, September 13, 2016, in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 201 W. 

Virginia Ave., Gunnison, CO on the Transfer of Ownership Application from Best Buds, Inc., for 

the Retail Marijuana Store located at 811 N. Main Street in Gunnison, CO. 

 Roll call vote, yes:  Hagan, Morrison, Schwartz, Sovick, Drexel.  So carried. 

 Roll call vote, no:   None.   

 

Action on Support of Gunnison Chamber of Commerce Resolution, Re: Visitor 

Center Operations.  Council asked Chamber Executive Director Eric Freson if the Board had 

taken action on their resolution.  Mr. Freson responded the Chamber Board approved and passed 

the resolution at their meeting this morning.   
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Councilor Schwartz moved and Councilor Morrison seconded the motion to give Council’s 

support for the Gunnison Chamber of Commerce Resolution regarding the visitor center operations 

and funding.  

 Roll call vote, yes:  Morrison, Schwartz, Sovick, Drexel, Hagan.  So carried. 

 Roll call vote, no:   None.   

 

 Action on City Manager Mark Achen’s Letter of Resignation.  City Manager Achen 

stated it’s been an interesting and enjoyable time working in Gunnison.  All of Council thanked 

Mark for his service as City Manager. 

 

Councilor Drexel moved and Councilor Schwartz seconded the motion to accept City Manager 

Mark Achen’s letter of resignation, to be effective August 28, 2016.  

 Roll call vote, yes:  Schwartz, Sovick, Drexel, Hagan, Morrison.  So carried. 

 Roll call vote, no:   None. 

 

Resolutions and Ordinances:  Mayor Hagan asked that Resolution No. 9, Series 2016, be added 

to the agenda at this time.   

 

Mayor Hagan introduced Resolution No. 9, Series 2016, and he read it in its entirety. 

 

Mayor Hagan moved and Councilor Schwartz seconded the motion that Resolution No. 9, Series 

2016, A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GUNNISON, 

COLORADO, RECOGNIZING AND THANKING MARK ACHEN FOR HIS SERVICE 

TO THE CITY, be introduced, read, passed and adopted this 23rd day of August, 2016.    

Roll call vote, yes:  Sovick, Drexel, Hagan, Morrison, Schwartz.  So carried. 

 Roll call vote, no:   None. 

 

All of City Council thanked Mark Achen for his service to the City of Gunnison and stated it’s 

been a privilege to work with him.  Council then presented him with a signed book of the Colorado 

14’ers and a Gunnison belt buckle handcrafted by local artist Gail Sovick.  City Manager Achen 

stated it has been an honor to work with Council and the community and thanked Council for the 

Resolution and the gifts. 

 

Executive Session:   

Pursuant to C.R.S. §24-6-402(4)(e): the purpose of which is for determining positions relative to 

matters that may be subject of negotiations; developing strategies for negotiations; and instructing 

negotiators. 

 

Councilor Drexel moved and Councilor Schwartz seconded the motion to go into Executive 

Session the purposes of which is for determining positions relative to matters that may be subject 

of negotiations; developing strategies for negotiations; and instructing negotiators.  

Roll call vote, yes:  Drexel, Hagan, Morrison, Schwartz, Sovick.  So carried. 

 Roll call vote, no:   None. 

 

Council went into Executive Session at 8:20 P.M. 

Council returned to Regular Session at 8:42 P.M.  Mayor Hagan stated, the time was now 8:42 

P.M., and the Executive Session has been concluded.  The participants for the Executive Session 

were himself, Mayor Richard Hagan, Mayor Pro Tem Robert Drexel, Councilor Leia Morrison, 

Councilor Matt Schwartz, Councilor Andy Sovick, City Attorney Kathy Fogo, City Manager Mark 

Achen, City Clerk Gail Davidson, Community Development Director Steve Westbay, and 

incoming City Manager Russ Forrest.   He then asked for the record, if any person who participated 

in the Executive Session believes that any substantial discussion of any matters not included in the 

motion to go into executive session occurred during the executive session, or that any improper 

action occurred during the executive session in violation of the Open Meetings Law, he asked  

them to state the concerns for the record.  No comments were made.   

 

New Business (cont.) 

 Possible Action to Direct Staff to Proceed/Conclude Negotiations.   
Councilor Schwartz moved and Councilor Drexel seconded the motion to direct Staff to enter into 

a contract for the purchase of real property, as discussed in the Executive Session, in an amount 

not to exceed $130,000 for the transaction cost and to authorize the City Manager to sign the 

contracts.   



Regular Session Minutes 

August 23, 2016 

Page Three 

 

Roll call vote, yes:  Hagan, Morrison, Schwartz, Sovick, Drexel.  So carried. 

 Roll call vote, no:   None. 

 

Reports: 

City Attorney Kathleen Fogo:  no report. 

 

City Manager Mark Achen:  reminded Council about the City employee picnic this Friday, 

starting at 4pm at Legion Park.   

 

Acting City Manager CD Director Steve Westbay:  Semi-Annual Department Report.  
Director Westbay stated it’s been a productive six months.  He discussed the following topics from 

his written report:  the Ana’s Pledge Bike Safety event was a success; the formation of the 

Gunnison Rising Metropolitan Districts were completed; the Department has processed 16 

applications in the past six months compared to 11 the same period last year; the Complete Streets 

project was pursued and resulted in a strong TAP grant application being developed and submitted 

to DCOT; fencing work continues on the Gunnison Ridges to Rivers trails segments with WSCU 

students conducting trail work on the Contour Connector trail segment; the VanTuyl boardwalk 

work will take place next spring; the final working draft plan on the Lazy-K Master Plan should 

be received in the next 4 to 6 weeks; a favorable asbestos test report was received on the old City 

shop building and a demolition permit is being prepared with demolition to take place later this 

fall; Building Official Eric Jansen will attend Stormwater and Floodplain conference in September 

to maintain his credentials as a Certified Floodplain Manager; both Fire Department and Haz-Mat 

trainings took place and five new volunteers were added to the active Fire Department roster; and 

the spring runoff was not a problem and wildfire season has been fairly quiet with only a few 

incidents that were controlled.  Council thanked Director Westbay for his report.  

 

City Clerk Gail Davidson:  reminded Council there is no meeting next Tuesday.  She then 

reviewed the meeting schedule for the November 22nd Regular Session meeting.  There will not 

be a Council quorum due to the Thanksgiving school holiday.  The meeting will have to be 

rescheduled since first reading of the 2017 budget ordinances has to take place with adequate time 

to publish those ordinances between first and second reading.  She will get with Finance Director 

Cowan and come up with a proposed date for a Special Session meeting.  

 

Parks & Recreation Director Dan Ampietro: reported he placed a memo describing the progress 

on the dog park at their place settings.  There will be a public meeting at CharMar Park this 

Saturday from 11am to 1pm to gather public input on improvements to the Park.  Grilled hotdogs 

will be provided to the participants. Lastly, the pools and Community Center will be closed from 

August 26th through September 2nd for the annual deep-clean of the facility.  Both pools will be 

drained and cleaned.  The cleaning should not impact the senior programs and lunches.   

 

Police Chief Keith Robinson: informed Council the Neighborhood Services officers are working 

on the first abatement process under the new Nuisance Code that was adopted on July 26th.   

 

Western State Colorado University Student Liaison:  Jodie Howard stated she is excited to be 

working with Council this year.  She reported the largest freshman class in many years just started 

classes.  Council welcomed Jodie.   

                                                                                                                                                                        

Non-Scheduled Citizens:  None.  

 

City Council Discussion, Meeting Reports, Items for Work Session: 

Councilor Schwartz:   had no report. 

 

Councilor Morrison:  reported along with Richard and Bob, she attended the lunch meeting with 

the Lt. Governor where the OVPP and affordable housing issues were discussed. Councilor 

Morrison also reported the following: she met Eric Magness, the new Director of the Small 

Business Development Center in Gunnison; she attended two Tourism Association budget 

meetings and the 1st annual Beach Bash at Blue Mesa; and there is a new program that incorporates 

alternative therapies at the Gunnison Valley Hospital.  She was unable to attend the Chamber 

Board meeting but asked Chamber Director Eric Freson to report on the meeting.  Mr. Freson   
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reported the Chamber Board approved and adopted the Visitor Center Operations and Funding 

Resolution, they had 68 vendors at the High Octane event, 36 new Chamber members have been 

added since he started as Director, the annual Chamber Banquet will be held on September 16th, 

and the “Best of” Awards balloting is now taking place.   

 

Councilor Drexel:  reported, as previously stated, he too attended the lunch meeting with the Lt. 

Governor. He has several meeting coming up later this week.  

 

Councilor Sovick:  had no report. 

 

Mayor Hagan: reported he attended the lunch meeting with the Lt. Governor as well.  He also 

reported on the following:  at the Upper Gunnison River District meeting last night it was reported 

Blue Mesa Reservoir is at 90% of capacity and Taylor Park is at 78% capacity; the interesting 

concept of water banking was discussed at that meeting as well as Meridian Lake water rights and 

a new Board Member, Rosemary Carroll, was seated on the Board. 

 

Adjournment:  Mayor Hagan called for any further discussion from Council, Staff or the public, 

and hearing none, adjourned the Regular Session meeting at 9:13 P.M. 

 

  

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Mayor  

 

 

_____________________________ 

City Clerk 



CITY OF GUNNISON, COLORADO 

CITY COUNCIL 
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION  )   

FOR A TRANSFER OF RETAIL MARIJUANA  ) 

STORE LICENSE TO BEST BUDS, INC.  ) 

dba BEST BUDS, 811 N. MAIN STREET   ) FINDINGS AND DECISION 

GUNNISON CO 81230     )            
   

TO THE APPLICANT ABOVE-NAMED AND ALL OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES:  

 

     Pursuant to 8.50.040 of the Gunnison Municipal Code and Title 12-Article 43.4 C.R.S., 

you are hereby advised based upon the application for a Transfer of Ownership of a Retail 

Marijuana Store License, the investigation conducted by the City of Gunnison, as the local 

Marijuana Licensing authority, and the evidence submitted at the public hearing, the application 

of Best Buds Inc., dba Best Buds, 811 N. Main Street, Gunnison, Colorado, the Transfer of an 

Existing Retail Marijuana Store License, is approved for the following reasons and with the 

following findings and conditions: 

 FINDINGS: 

 (1) There has not been a denial of an application at the same location, on the grounds 

that the reasonable requirements of the neighborhood were satisfied by the 

existing establishments as determined in the original licensing process. 

 (2) It appears from the evidence submitted with the application that the applicant is 

entitled to possession of the premises where the transferred license is proposed to 

be exercised. 

 (3) Selling Retail Marijuana and Allowed Retail Marijuana-Associated Products, as 

proposed in the application, is not in violation of the zoning, fire, building, 

technical, and other applicable codes of the City of Gunnison or the laws of the 

State of Colorado. 

 (4) The building where the application proposes to sell Retail Marijuana and allowed 

marijuana-associated products does not appear to be within 1000 feet of any 

public, charter, or parochial school, daycare school, center or home, the principal 

campus of any college, university or seminary, or mental health facilities.  

(5) Within the City Limits where Retail Marijuana and Marijuana-associated products 

are proposed to be sold, there are currently the following existing licensed 

marijuana establishments: 

  8 – Retail Marijuana Stores Licenses with 7 in active operation. 

6) All fees necessary for the application have been paid. 
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 CONDITIONS: 

 (1)   The Marijuana establishment shall comply with all provisions, standards and 

regulations of the Land Development Code and all relevant building, mechanical 

and fire codes adopted by the City. 

(2) The facility is partitioned with the Retail Establishment comprising approximately 

1,422 square feet (sf) and the remaining building floorplan (+ 3,152 sf), is 

identified as “storage”.  Any future change in use for the designated storage floor 

area shall be subject to review and approval by the Community Development 

Director.     

(3) A minimum of 4 exterior parking spaces shall be dedicated to accommodate 

parking demand associated with the accessory “storage” use as depicted on the 

floor plans.   

(4) The parking facilities will include an 8’ perimeter landscaping island pursuant to 

Section 4.6.G.2 of the City of Gunnison Land Development Code and as depicted 

on the site plan submittal on file that was approved on November 3, 2015.  

(5) Building occupancy for the licensed retail marijuana establishment shall be 

subject to final inspection and approval by the Building Official, Fire Marshal and 

Director of Community Development.   

 

Dated this 13th day of September, 2016 

      MARIJUANA LICENSING AUTHORITY 

      CITY OF GUNNISON 

 

                                                                                   

      Gail A. Davidson, City Clerk 

      City of Gunnison 

      201 W. Virginia Avenue 

      Gunnison, CO  81230 

 

     CERTIFICATE OF DELIVERY 

I hereby certify that I have mailed via USPS certified mail, the foregoing "FINDINGS & 

DECISION" to the applicant on _____________, 2016, to the following address: 

   

  

  _______________________ 

 Gail A. Davidson, City Clerk   



MOTION 

 I move that the Transfer of Retail Marijuana Store License located at 8111 N Main Street, 

Gunnison, Colorado, 81230, to Best Buds Inc., dba Best Buds, be approved based on the 

following findings and with the following conditions:   

FINDINGS: 

 (1) There has not been a denial of an application at the same location, on the grounds 

that the reasonable requirements of the neighborhood was satisfied by the existing 

establishments in the original licensing process.  

 (2) It appears from the evidence submitted with the application that the applicant is 

entitled to possession of the premises where the transferred license is proposed to 

be exercised. 

 (3) Selling Retail Marijuana and Allowed Retail Marijuana-Associated Products, as 

proposed in the license, is not in violation of the zoning, fire, building, technical, 

and other applicable codes of the City of Gunnison or the laws of the State of 

Colorado. 

 (4) The building where the application proposes to sell Retail Marijuana and allowed 

marijuana-associated products does not appear to be within 1000 feet of any 

public, charter, or parochial school, daycare school, center or home, the principal 

campus of any college, university or seminary, or mental health facilities.  

(5) Within the City Limits where Retail Marijuana and Marijuana-associated products 

are proposed to be sold, there are the following existing licensed marijuana 

establishments: 

  8 – Retail Marijuana Stores Licenses with 7 in active operation. 

6) All fees necessary for the application have been paid. 

 CONDITIONS: 

 (1)   The Marijuana establishment shall comply with all provisions, standards and 

regulations of the Land Development Code and all relevant building, mechanical 

and fire codes adopted by the City. 

(2) The facility is partitioned with the Retail Establishment comprising approximately 

1,422 square feet (sf) and the remaining building floorplan (+ 3,152 sf), is 

identified as “storage”.  Any future change in use for the designated storage floor 

area shall be subject to review and approval by the Community Development 

Director.     

(3) A minimum of 4 exterior parking spaces shall be dedicated to accommodate 

parking demand associated with the accessory “storage” use as depicted on the 

floor plans.   

(4) The parking facilities will include an 8’ perimeter landscaping island pursuant to 

Section 4.6.G.2 of the City of Gunnison Land Development Code and as depicted 

on the site plan submittal on file that was approved on November 3, 2015.  

(5) Building occupancy for the licensed retail marijuana establishment shall be 

subject to final inspection and approval by the Building Official, Fire Marshal and 

Director of Community Development.   

  



 

CITY OF GUNNISON PARKS AND RECREATION 

 
 

 

   

To:  City Council 
From:  Parks and Rec Dept. 
Re:  Skate Park Lighting 
 
 
 
 Council: 
 
 Attached is a contract with EC Electric for the installation of LED for $78,510. We are 
requesting that Council authorize the mayor to sign the contract with EC Electric. EC is working with 
the lighting supplier on an alt add for this project to include the installation of a photo sensor for 
activation of the lights for the potential of energy savings during evenings when the Skate Park is not 
being used. In the interim execution of the contract will allow EC to place the order for the LED sports 
lighting which has a 6-8 week lead time.   
 
Dan Ampietro 
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MEMORANDUM 

September 2, 2016 

 

TO:  City Council 

Russ Forrest, City Manager 

City of Gunnison 

 

FROM: Kathleen Fogo, City Attorney 

 

RE: Intergovernmental Agreement among Gunnison Rising Metropolitan 

Districts and the City of Gunnison 

 

 

The proponents of the Gunnison Rising Metropolitan Districts Nos. 1-7 have 

submitted this Intergovernmental Agreement, already executed by the Districts, for 

approval by the City.  While surprising that we had not received a draft prior to it being 

approved by the Districts, I nonetheless recommend approval, subject to removal of a 

couple of typographical errors. 

The IGA mirrors those provisions contained in the Service Plan for the Districts 

approved by the City in April, 2016.  IGA’s are called for within the approved Service 

Plan.  While some minor provisions are missing (like the form of disclosure and any 

reference to the possibility of a sales tax), Jim Collins, our special district counsel, is 

unconcerned with any possibility that execution of this Agreement modifies the 

requirements existing under the City’s approval of the Service Plan. 

Accordingly, I recommend approval of the IGA. 
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Memorandum 
 

 

To: City Council    

From: Ben Cowan 

Date: 9/9/2016 

Re: Water Meter Replacements 

Purpose: 

As we discussed last week during your work session, staff is requesting authorization to complete the water 
meter replacement project. 

Action Requested:  A motion to authorize the purchase and installation of water meters up to $92,325.   

Background: 

Over the past seven years, the City has been replacing the old water meters on the Badger meter system 

(manually read and radio read) with new Orion meters.  Of the 2,246 total water meters, approximately 78% 

have been replaced to date.  There are approximately 200 meters that are in inventory with 300 remaining to 
be purchased.  All of the commercial and large meters have been replaced.  The remaining 5/8” meters are 

generally in homes where the resident has been unavailable to allow entry during normal business hours.  Since 

the installation requires two operators, this impacts the water utility operations excessively in their day-to-day 
work on the distribution system and wells.   

Last month, the handheld reader’s screen failed and the meter readings for manually and radio read meters can 
no longer be seen on the screen, which created a variety of meter reading errors due to the operator’s inability 

to correct errors as the routes are read.  The City was able to acquire a loaner unit from another government, 

which has allowed the meter reading to continue to be collected.  Without the loaner, meter readings are unable 
to be acquired on the final 500 meters yet to be replaced and bills would have to be estimated.   

This is not an ideal situation and the staff recommendation is to expedite the project to complete the transition 
to the new Orion system in 2016.  National Meter and Automation, Inc. has provided a cost quotation with a 

bulk meter order that is $49.21 less than the historical meter purchase price ($182.75 versus $231.96 each), 

which will save $14,763. In addition, the contractor can schedule replacement in the evenings or on Saturday.   

Ultimately, this proposal will eliminate the risk the City is currently facing by operating three types of meters, 

two of which have no replacement equipment.    

Estimated Cost: 

Quantity Description     Unit Price Amount 

300 M25 RTR Register with Orion CE Meter 182.75 $54,825.00 
500 Indoor installation fees* 75.00 $37,500.00 

TOTAL COST TO COMPLETE METER REPLACEMENTS  $92,325.00 

*includes use of an outsourced customer call center to make installer appointments 
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2016 Savings: 

The 2016 budget has seen a great deal of savings due to a variety of reasons: 

 $20,000 Tap connection fees received over the budgeted amount 

 $31,000 Payroll savings due to Public Works Director, City Engineer, and Water Operator vacancies 

 $10,550 Jet vac truck bid under budgeted amount 
 $9,000 Remaining meter replacement funds 

 

$70,550 TOTAL FAVORABLE BUDGET VARIANCES 
 

Financial Impact: 

As demonstrated above, the net requested use of fund balance is $21,775 within the Water Fund.  

However, a budget amendment will be necessary for $41,775 since the budget amendment ordinances only 

address the expenditure side and although much of the savings is from additional tap fee revenue, the total 
appropriation authority (legal authority to spend) must be given. 

 

 

 



 

EXECUTIVE SESSION MOTION FORM 

MEETING DATE:   TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2016 

 

 

 

I MOVE TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
The purpose of which is pursuant to C.R.S. §24-6-402(4)(b) for the purpose of 

receiving legal advice from the City Attorney on specific legal questions. 
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