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Priority (I=Immediate) (H=High) (M=Moderate)(L=Low)(O=Ongoing) 
1 

I H M L O I H M L O I H M L O I H M L O I H M L O I H M L O   

Pedestrian Mall – What are the Pros and Cons?  

Fix Main Street first (clutter)   ●          ●       ●           C, P Responses were varied.  Some support a 

street closure approach while others 

expressed pedestrian function 

improvements that still provided vehicle 

functions.  Nearly $1 million in upgrades 

have occurred in past 15 yrs. More 

vitality was emphasized. 

Fix traffic    ●                    ●       C, OA 

Promote local business             ●                  C, OA, CH 

Upgrade Main Street buildings                               P 

What do seniors need? 

Affordable Housing        ●                       OA There are two senior groups in town – 

Boomers and Beyond (Boomers) and the 

Young at Hear t (YAH). YAH provide 

meals 3 days a week at the City’s 

Community Center.  Boomers desire 

more recreation options at the 

Community Center. The City is working 

to build a Recreation Center addition. 

Boomers desire a fulltime services 

director – this would require additional 

expenditures or reductions in other 

programs (i.e. youth rec programs). 

Gunnison’s age profile is getting younger 

while the age profile of the remainder of 

the county is increasing.  Many of the 

Boomers are county residents who use the 

city senior services.  

 

Needs for senior transportation, general 

services and housing (nursing home and 

assisted living) will likely be more 

pronounced in the next 20 years. 

Clustered housing    ●                           D 

Director for Senior Center                             ●  C 

Energy Assistance       ●                        OA 

Financial Assistance              ●                 C, OA 

Meals                               OA 

Oxygen                               OA 

Pedestrian Friendly Sidewalks  ●                    ●    ●    ● C 

Pickle Ball Courts                   ●           ● C 

Property Management       ●                        PS 

Recreational Activities                    ●          ● C 

Senior Center                 ●         ●     C 

Senior Living Community    ●    ●                       D 

Service sector employees who will help the seniors                               PS 

Single-level housing    ●    ●                       D 

Smaller, accessible houses    ●    ●                       D 

Transportation – Regional and Local                     ●         ● C, GC, OA 

Health Care  

Certified Nursing                               OA 
Specialist doctors are not readily 

available. Demand for assisted living (at 

home or nursing home) will be greater in 

the next 20 years.  The City’s role may be 

in the housing needs of seniors. 

More family doctors            ●                   PS 

Sidewalks to the hospital                      ●     ●    C 

Specialists of all types            ●                   OA 

Training for home health workers             ●                  OA 

Transportation to out of town doctors                      ●         OA 

Who should Gunnison try to attract? 

Off-site workers (IT and Professional Services)            ●                   CH What’s the City’s role in marketing?   

Should the focus be upon on services and 

land use needs?  The Tourism 

Association and Chamber missions are 

not aligned.  A regional vision is being 

explored by the Community Builders 

Task Force. 

Ranchers     ●          ●                OA 

Sports gear industry              ●                 CH 

Students               ●                OA 

Western Heritage               ●                CH 

                                                      
1
 See Key to Priorities and Responsibilities at end of table 
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Priority (I=Immediate) (H=High) (M=Moderate)(L=Low)(O=Ongoing) 
1 

I H M L O I H M L O I H M L O I H M L O I H M L O I H M L O   

What could Gunnison do to be more competitive in attracting businesses? 

Attend trade shows              ●                 OA 

Focus on services and land use was 

expressed.  The new LDC emphasizes 

streetscape design and flexibility of 

certain standards that may curtail 

development.   

Better amenities / streetscapes / schools / public and private partnerships ●           ●   ●               ● C, OA, P 

Bike trails between Gunnison and Crested Butte            ●     ●    ●          GC, OA 

Marketing     
 

    
 

   ● 
 

    
 

    
 

   
 

 
CH, OA, C, 

GC 

Remove codes that create barriers     ●                          C, PZ, CC 

Stronger internet capability           ●               ●     C, OA, P 

What are the biggest needs for the downtown? 

Arch over South Main with large icons to inform what is available in town              ●                 CH, OA Main Street and Tomichi should remain 

as highway systems.  Extending the CBD 

was suggested so business could be 

exempt from parking standards. Is six 

blocks of zero lot line development 

desirable? The B1 district provides great 

visual appeal and variety. 

 

Outdoor dining is difficult in the CBD 

because of the limited amount of 

pedestrian area.  Outdoor dining could be 

an appeal in the B1 district. Address 

parking standards in B1 – how do 

residential feel about this idea? 

 

A pedestrian overpass on HWY 135 is not 

likely in the 20 year planning horizon. 

Street crossing modifications were also 

discussed.  

Auto Center    ●          ●                 C, OA 

Better use of open space (Blackstock and O’Leary)    ●               ●            C, GC 

Bike parking stalls   ●                   ●      ●   C 

Bus stop on Main Street              ●         ●        OA 

Connect the campus to Main Street                      ●    ●     C, OA 

Extend the CBD    ●          ●                 PZ,CC, P 

Fix the cluttered streetscape, sandwich boards make it crowded, extend canopies   ●            ●        ●       ● C, P 

Historic Placards              ●               ●  C, CH 

It should be more pedestrian friendly  ●                   ●   ●         C 

Let the CBD bleed onto the side streets (like in Salida, Carbondale, Montrose)   ●                            P 

Local circulator bus                       ●        OA 

Maintain the existing major roads                      ●          C, OA 

Outdoor dining  ●          ●                   P 

Parking and signs to parking   ●                  ●        ●  C 

Redo the intersection of Main and Tomichi – underpass or overpass    ●          ●          ●       C, OA 

Traffic calming on HWY 50 and HWY 135 (even if it’s hard to plow around)  ●          ●          ●       ●  C, OA 

Wider sidewalks                       ●      ●  C 

Issues related to a bypass in northeast quadrant of the city 

Critical to have connection to North Valley without using Main Street   ●         ●           ●        C, OA A bypass easement exists in Gunnison 

Rising annexation. Multiple land owners 

would be involved.  Sage-grouse habitat 

impacts would have to be addressed.  It is 

not a realistic project in the 20 year 

planning horizon. Colorado Street as 

truck route? 

How to enforce trucks on bypass                           ●    C, OA 

It would be better for downtown businesses to have the bypass for trucks to use             ●          ●         

It would cause death to downtown if all traffic used it  ●          ●                    

It would resolve downtown safety issues            ●          ●         OA 

“Complete Streets” place equal value on non-motorized mobility and vehicles. Is it warranted and what street corridors are most important for improvement? 

“Share the Road” signs for bike lanes                       ●       ● C Complete streets were embraced by most 

people as explained.  Previous sidewalk 

extensions are considered dangerous 

(narrow stall width) by some.  Sentiments 

seem to align with the Non-Motorized 

Transportation Plan.  No real focused 

response to Georgia Street and campus 

connectivity. 

 

Public transit needs, park and ride 

 

Bike lanes, sidewalks, connections to multi-use trails     ●               ●     ●    ●  C 

Buffered bike lanes –     ●                    ●       C 

City transportation to and from Blue Mesa                         ●      OA 

Focus on existing Collector Streets                     ●     ●     C 

Connectivity should be carried through the entire length of the street     ●                     ●      C 

Dead end pedestrian routes should be fixed and/or avoided. ●                    ●          C 

More pedestrian friendly  ●                    ●       ●  C, P 

Park and Ride                        ●     ●  C, OA 

Places to sit – nooks      ●                           C, P 

Street buffer (grass strip) for utilities, ditches Sidewalks and snow storage     ●                      ●    C 
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I H M L O I H M L O I H M L O I H M L O I H M L O I H M L O   

Suggestions to improve the airport corridor 

Add landscaping within street frontages  ●          ●                 ●  C, R, D 
Support exists for improving aesthetic 

appeal for airport visitors. No specific 

route was indicated – some wanted an 

overall cleanup effort.  

 

ROW widths are limited in many blocks 

adjacent to the airport – Community 

Builders Task Force has identified 

corridor improvements as a priority. 

Add some public art    ●                           C, GC 

Airport Master Plan ●                    ●          C, GC 

Clean up the area     ●       ●                  ● C, GC, R 

Highway 50 beautification west of town  ●          ●            ●   ●    C, OA 

Multi-modal transportation     ●   ●                 ●     ● C 

Signage  ●          ●            ●       C, GC, OA 

Taxi Service                        ●       OA, P 

Use 11
th

 Street as a corridor                               C, OA 

Use South Boulevard as a corridor                               C, OA 

Suggestions to improve the entrances to town 

A pull off outside of town with QR codes of activities and free WIFI    ●       ●                ●    C, OA, P, D 

Comments support the idea of entrance 

enhancements – the essences was stated 

as “…our door-mat should be 

appealing.” 

An arch or gateway that shows activities in Gunnison    ●          ●             ●    C, OA 

East: fences, rocks, earth berms     ●                          C, OA, D 

Signs: bikes, fish, skis, authentic western, water    ●          ●                 C, OA 

Traffic calming – bulb outs,  medians, narrower lanes  ●          ●          ●         C, OA 

West: trimming and mowing                               C, OA 

City Bus System 

Would help traffic, reduce parking problems, help seniors, connect the campus, 

help workers in Crested Butte 
                       ●     ●  C, GC, OA, P 

The Basin’s RTA public transit services 

are supported by comments – late 

night/early morning services are needed. 

A city system was not well defined as a 

public need.  Senior transit needs were 

noted by other comments. 

Natural Resources 

Access to public lands  ●            ●   ●              C, GC, OA 

Protection of water resource (quantity, 

quality and availability) received a lot of 

comments. Wildlife habitat and recreation 

use on public lands were cited as leading 

community issues.  The value of 

agricultural lands and irrigated hay 

meadows was also recognized.  Water 

conservation and putting water rights to 

beneficial use were noted as somewhat 

contrary to one another.  

 

Access to public lands for recreation was 

identified as an ongoing issue – GMUG 

Travel Management Plan. 

 

VanTuyl Ranch was noted as a great 

community amenity. 

Agriculture ●          ●     ●               D 

Air quality   ●  
 

    
 

    
 

    
 

  ●  
 

   
 

 
C, GC, OA, R, 

D 

Beetle Kill (biomass, use beetle kill slash, chip)   ●          ●                  GC, OA 

Climate Change  ●                             C 

Water Conservation ●    
 

    
 

 ●   
 

    
● 

    
 

   
 

● 
C, GC, OA, R, 

P, D 

Energy (renewal, hydrothermal, energy independence)   ●     ●      ●                 C, GC, OA, D 

Gunnison Sage-grouse ●      ●     ●    ●        ●       C, GC, OA, D 

Oil and Gas development / Mining and drilling industry    ●          ●                 GC, OA 

Parks, bike and recreation paths  ●      ●     ●   ●       ●    ●    C, GC, OA, D 

Recreation     ●        ●      ●        ●    C, OA, P 

VanTuyl Ranch     ●      ●         ●      ●     C 

Water Quality     ●            ●             ● 
C, GC, OA, D, 

P, R 

Water Rights     
● 

   ● 
 

    
 

 ●   
 

    
 

   
 

● 
C, GC, D, OA, 

R 

Water Treatment Plan     ●                         ● C, GC, D 
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I H M L O I H M L O I H M L O I H M L O I H M L O I H M L O   

City’s Role in Providing Affordable Housing 

Affordable  housing   ●    ●     ●           ●    ●    D 

Is there is demand for affordable housing 

in the city – affordable housing should be 

located in the proximity of demand and 

CB/Mt. CB areas should providing 

housing to accommodate their workforce 

demand. 

 

Higher density zoning was cited as a 

need. Housing should be developed 

through incentives and code flexibility.  

Funding of infrastructure to support 

affordable housing was cited as a 

potential help. 

Diversity of housing  ●    ●       ●                  C, D 

Encourage more seniors     
 

    
 

●    
 

    
 

    
 

   
 

 
C, GC, OA, 

CH 

Energy efficient / solar access  ●     ●                        D, R, C 

Funding for infrastructure on affordable units           ●                    C, OA, D 

Higher density zoning    ●    ●                       C, D 

Identify target demographics ●                              C, CH, OA 

Integration of students and cultures  ●      ●                       D 

It should be a County responsibility                               C 

Keep a database on needs for affordable housing      ●                         OA 

More year-round employment & employees live where they work  ●     ●    ●           ●         C, OA 

Provide infrastructure and codes to provide safety     ●     ●  ●                  ● C, OA, D 

Provide opportunity through incentives and flexibility     ●       ●                   C 

Reduction of tap fees    ●                         ●  C 

Segregate by keeping students in certain areas and seniors    ●                           D 

Single-level housing for seniors (reduce dimensional standards for single-level)    ●     ●                      C, D 

Student housing standards    ●  ●                         C, OA 

 

Priority: 

Immediate Priority: 1-5 years   

High Priority: 5-10 years 

Moderate Priority: 10+ years  

Low Priority: need has not been demonstrated 

On-going 

 

Responsibility: 

(C) City 

(CC) City Council 

(P&Z) Planning and Zoning Commission 

(CH) Chamber of Commerce 

(D) Developers 

(P) Private Sector 

(GC) Gunnison County 

(R) Residents 

(OA) Other Agencies 
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June 30, 2014 Meeting 
Why do you live in Gunnison? 

1. It’s safe; I have no interest in large urban life-style (time drain); the community is intimate; health 
life-styles are part of the cultural. 
 

2. It’s a healthy environment; I prefer a western life-style; the university; Gunnison possesses a 
unique demographic/social diversity – it’s more diverse than the upper East River Valley and not 
limited to a resort culture. 
 

3. It is safe; I have good friends and family ties (native of Gunnison); the university; the community 
has a culture of ranching and working. 
 
Note: It was stated that intangibles identified above are hard to market. And many alumni of 
WSCU find their way back to Gunnison. 

 
What’s working in Gunnison? 

1. It is obvious when something is broken – services are efficient and handled well.   
 

2. Utility rates are much lower than other places and that was a pleasant surprise when I moved to 
Gunnison. 
 

3. The layout of the city is easy to explain when people ask where something is located. 
 
What is not working in Gunnison? 

1. Pedestrian street crossing signs are dangerous. 
 

2. Wide streets promote dangerous driving-speeding on HWY 135 – the Ruland School had a traffic 
light which slowed traffic on HWY 135. 

 
What important issues will the community face in the next five years? 

1. Potential listing of the Gunnison Sage Grouse  
 

2. Housing – as the real estate market continues to improve house opportunities will become more 
limited.   City land use policies could help stabilize housing market stresses. A stable work-force 
needs affordable and efficient housing. 
 

3. Vacant and developable land will become more important.  Prospects for new development. 
 

4. Promote a diversity of retail business.  Grand Junction regulates mixed uses by percent floor area 
and type. 

 
Are there obstacles that hinder cooperative efforts between local jurisdictions to address common issues? 

1. The city must pick its battles.  Transportation, water and economics are examples of common 
regional issues. Cooperation with WSCU is also important. 

 
What can/should the city do to help WSCU be more competitive? 

1. Downtown needs to be more vibrant and fun.   
 

2. Marketing Gunnison will help to market WSCU 
 

3. Retail businesses should stay opened later. 



 
4. Much of the rental housing stock is dilapidated. 

 
5. The first impressions from the airport are not good. 

 
How important are safe pedestrian crossing to you? 

1. Street islands are not really safe. 
2. Snow removal is excellent and should be considered for any street configuration change 
3. Wide streets are difficult for pedestrians to negotiate. 

 
What are your thoughts about developing a downtown pedestrian mall? 

1. Downtown special events are good for the community but the local business impacts need to be 
considered. 

2. A pedestrian wall would need to be used year round. 
3. Plan the specific places and how it will be used 
4. Horse-drawn carriages previously operating in town were really fun. 

 
July 2, 2014 Meeting 
Why do you live in Gunnison? 

1. The feel and atmosphere of Gunnison is appealing. I moved approximately every four years in the 
first half of my career and Gunnison held an appeal and a job opportunity – I have been in the 
community for approximately 12 years.  The university is an appealing factor.  There really are 
many choices for shopping when compared to other small towns I have lived in, but Gunnison 
maintains a small town atmosphere. 

2. I have lived in many other Colorado communities (Denver, Durango, Montrose) and believe the 
comments made above hold true. 

3. I lived grew up on the front-range and went to WSCU.  I did not think that a living in a small 
town would be my desire.  I decided to live in Gunnison and have been fortunate to make a career 
in the community. 

4. I started my career on the front-range, but had a desire to live in a smaller community.  After 
opening a business in another small town, which was not friendly to business, I moved to 
Gunnison – my husband graduated from WSCU and we felt the community offered amenities and 
a life-style we were looking for.  

 
What is not working in Gunnison? 
1. Snow plowing my driveway in during big storms is not desirable.  Experienced operators do a 

good job but newer operators are not cognizant of the issue. 
2. There should be sidewalks on Denver Street which is busy and has a lot of pedestrian traffic-it is 

difficult to identify other issues. 
3. New students and summer traffic brings unsafe drivers – the city is walkable and bikeable. 
4. Streets are bicycle-friendly but there is a slow pace of developing the perimeter trail [outer loop]. 
 
Are there obstacles that hinder cooperative efforts between local jurisdictions to address common 
issues? 
1. The Colorado State Water Plan is an important regional issue due to the gap between water 

supply and demand. 
2. The community needs to realize that the basin’s habitat is finite.  Trails and intensified public use 

of this resource area will be detrimental – Gunnison Sage-grouse habitat needs must be seriously 
considered when pushing for opening new recreation trails. 

 
 



What is the city’s role in bolstering the local economy? 
1. When my business moved to Gunnison, the mayor came in and welcomed my to the city – the 

town I moved from did nothing to make my business feel welcomed. There is a significant focus 
on the tourism economy – the community should not put all the eggs into the tourism economic 
base. Knowledge based businesses should be a market focus [Steamboat Springs small 
entrepreneur program].  Look to keep the best students in the community by providing knowledge 
based businesses. 

2. [the City] has been too selective on business attraction. Hanson Weather Port (incentives) new 
business development – CD Department is very helpful, it is not the same in the County. 
Uncertainty. 

3. Diversity is important. Start with a stable economy (resilient economy). Craig, CO energy 
boom/bust, diverse and stable. 

4. Growth for sake of growth isn’t the answer. Raise the standard of living. Improve quality of life 
but not growth for the sake of growth. Housing and industry can be big issues. Protect industry. 

5. RTA and airline connections for buses. Communication duplicity.  
 
Downtown Core – Pedestrian Mall – Pros/Cons 
1. Small scale pedestrian mall. 
2. Ft. Collins pedestrian mall, Pearl Street. 
3. Conceptually a good idea. It gets killed by parking which is the main issue. Street performance. 

Sonofagun. Main Street isn’t a place to gather. 
4. Don’t discourage traffic movement. 
5. Explore lateral streets.  

 
50% of families with children under the age of 5 live in poverty. Can the City help? 
1. It’s a broad issue in the County: price point.  
2. Living wage institutions. 

 
Mayor for the day 
1. Energy, sustainability and future demand/costs. A diversity of energy sources. Home insulation. 
2. Relations with broader community; County’s recruitment approach. WSCU relations. County and 

land use. 
3. Secure water supply portfolio – VanTuyl purchase. Water quality issues – the City should be 

diligent. 
4. Beetle kill and renewable resource opportunity. Marketable resources now and in the future. 
5. Transportation valley-wide; RTA and non-public transportation. WSCU students aren’t driving. 

Ice Rink is one of the greatest things done – demographic slice. Leverage more ice sheet - 
destination ice rink.  

6. Summer hockey camp. 
 
July 3, 2014 Meeting 
 
Why do you live in Gunnison? 

1. Lots of background with other cities, but the community character, education, Partners, generous 
passion and caring culture, recreational access. 

2. Safe, feel good, the way the Hispanic community is organized, services for the Hispanic 
community is good, immigrants come to Gunnison for service. Hispanics are not afraid of police 
and are social. 

3. Geography of the place, my work is important and I enjoy by mob. 
 

 



What are the challenges to living here? What is not working in Gunnison? 
1. Sense of place and community, has great potential. East Coast communities are segregated and 

don’t work together. Community potential is to be driven by community; involvement is needed 
to fulfill the community potential. 

2. Ground transportation is lacking to regional areas. The health system can’t serve serious diseases. 
The RTA is not serving the Three-Mile Area, the bus doesn’t help Gunnison at 8:00; the bus 
service works for the hours in CB, but not Gunnison. 

3. Ground transportation for WSCU students is lacking; anti-growth sentiment is big; managing 
growth. 

 
Are there obstacles that hinder cooperative efforts between local jurisdictions to address common 
issues? 
1. CDOT recognizes the value of airport operations. 
2. 60% of USA private jets are in Colorado on the July 4th weekend. 
3. Transportation, language barriers locally and regionally. The PD interpreting – liabilities – 

domestic violence – language interpreters. Women would call the police on domestic violence – 
protected well-being. 

 
What is the city’s role in bolstering the local economy? 
1. WSCU students are bummed by lack of night life. Government should take a bigger role in 

business development. Guidance to help the Chamber strengthen leadership. The Montrose 
Chamber is fired up – they are a good role model. 

2. Zoning 
 

Housing, land use, zoning, infill 
1. It’s hard to get permits from both jurisdictions 
2. Better quality low income housing. Big gas bills in winters.  
3. Traditional stock used by low income and the billing assistance from Social Services is dramatic. 
4. Bigger rental stock. 
5. Utility rates are much less. Common bills in other towns were $400/month; and in Gunnison they 

are $150. Low income housing appearance looks bad. Mid-level housing is limited – there are big 
lots and little lots but no medium-sized lots. 

 
Downtown Core – Pedestrian Mall – Pros/Cons 
1. City needs to be more welcoming in terms of appearance. First appearance from the west. Drive 

from airport through the city – airport access the Rio Grande dump. Have a theme of design. 
2. Appearance is welcoming. Communicate with multi-cultural community and connection with 

Hispanics will add future benefits. 
3. Improve recreational opportunities – trails, Outer Loop, provide incentives for business 

development. Marijuana legislation will create challenges. 
 
 

July 8, 2014 
Downtown Core – Pedestrian Mall – Pros/Cons 
1. Pearl Street in boulder is great. I love the idea of a pedestrian mall. Monte Vista, Montrose, 

Alamosa – closed shops and look depressed. Done have the degraded effect in Gunnison; upkeep 
of older buildings is done well – Courthouse collapse. 

2. Perception by visitors is that it’s a small town; need something to give people a way to find 
businesses. Education component for visitors to find a business; Walk Tour designations easier to 
find business information;                                  is going to give example of Sante Fe Plaza – 
pedestrian area needs activity and amenities for congregation. Cooperation regional efforts?? 



3. There is a spirit of cooperation but people protect their own turf. 
4. North Valley and Gunnison are different – County working with City; City/County not working 

together – Human Services turf wars. Child poverty rates are some of the highest in the State. 
Vocational opportunities of community schools – Delta Vo-Tech; job training education is a 
mitigating function for poverty; medical services is a good       out of region treatments are a 
norm; where is job growth for next 20 years and focus resources to job growth; green industry 
growth, Internet Colorado – new computer server. 

5. Internet broad band;           1900 jobs. No economic development incentive in the community; not 
just tourism oriented focus; business thinks; NM is a diverse market, there is a big asset to 
Gunnison for the CB tourism market. 

 
What are your thoughts on the housing market? 

1. Long-term rental housing inventory is challenging. Migration from CB to Gunnison because of 
rental housing demand. 

2. Rental stock is minimal; the housing is eclectic and random. Lots of private junk yards. 
3. Relocation information is non-existent; no information on utilities and services;                     than 

someone have to exist.  
What should be the focus in the next 5-10 years? 

1. The biggest asset is people; invest in people – education, housing, employment opportunities. 
Geographic isolation but Gunnison could be an oasis – lots of process in place. Plowing – you 
can’t turn left with center rows. 

2. Invest in people – educate the business community – business downtown but job opportunity. 
3. More growth. Planned growth is better, don’t shoot for a benchmark number; controlled growth – 

sustainable growth.  
 
What attracted you to this community? 

1. Relationships; university; times of crisis bring community support; work doesn’t stop at the 
office; different type of tolerance with a small community – knowing other people’s stories. 

2. Wanted to                        it’s what’s local / important. Know that my efforts are benefit to a 
community; education, recreation, art, history are all part of the community. 

 
What do you like about the physical elements of the city? 

1. Layout is easy to navigate; business on Main Street; enough support infrastructures; TA only 
market Chamber does; have to adjust expectations – quick utility change but cable and phone take 
time to do. Adjust expectations to the local pace of the community. 

2. East entrance is excellent; West approach needs help; hate the overhead power lines – they are 
ugly and outdated; love a designated Main Street – [need to] control traffic and more pedestrian 
friendly. Grand Junction downtown is a good example of a good downtown; love bike lanes and 
trail accessibility; VanTuyl Ranch; parks are terrific; community collaboration stuff is good. 

3. Summer; products accessibility is a challenge to my business; Chamber isn’t a business service; 
what to market to whom; downtown businesses are not working together and this is a disjointed 
reality.  

 
Should the City push for more collaboration?   

1. Government can provide economic opportunity; signs for events; events department is very 
limited; sharing the city brand; initiation level by city but is ultimately the private sector’s 
responsibility; the winter obvious is a great example – not always the summer – don’t make all 
but always to present. 

 
In the context of regional issues, are there obstacles to intergovernmental cooperative efforts to address 
these local issues? 



 
 
                

 
July 10, 2014 Meeting 
 
What is working for you and why do you choose to live here? 
1. Lack of cars, can bike in town and everywhere to get around; I like the bike lanes; cattle drives. 
2. Easy commutes 
3. Enjoy hiking, love the post office, little things add to the quality of life; love the street widths, it’s 

a premier community. 
4. Valuable hidden asset - WSCU; Western life style, small town charm and friendliness, great trail 

systems, vibrant Main Street. 
 
What are the bad things – City Services 
1. Trash pickup at 7:50 when in a rush; I like the center plowing of streets; dark streets are 

somewhat unnerving; a cross walk is needed on 14th and Denver. 
2. The entry points of the community on the west and north; entry points to airport – streetscape – 

directional signage from the airport. 
3. More artistic displays at the entrance into town. 

 
Is development good or bad? 
1. I am excited to see the city grow in a smart way. Make a place to make a living. Steady growth 

with new sustainable businesses. 
2. Types of individuals moving here; why Gunnison? 

• 50+ choose Gunnison to retire 
• Home prices and affordability 
• Would like to see in-fill development occur first; 
• For change to support individuals who have decided to live here 
• Survey 100+ seniors use foodbank; 250 citizens at poverty or below 
• Single mothers of the community are difficult to reach out to. 
 

Obstacles with regional cooperation 
1. Chamber is doing a good job; Upper Gunnison River Conservation and State water plan. 
2. I see more collaboration efforts, but the community lacks an identity. 

 
What do you think about a downtown mall? 

1. Family Dollar sucks 
2. Design standards will go a long way 

 
What are the most serious issues in the next 5-10 years? 

1. Health care costs and service availability 
2. Portal / entries into town and improvements to Main Streets and travel system development. 
3. Housing pricing will be going up without job wage growth, school                           and 

educational costs. 
4. Enhancing summer prosperity. 

 
 



Development and Growth 

 

What do you think are the pros and cons of developing a pedestrian mall? Do the pros outweigh the 

cons? 

 

PROS CONS 

Would give people a gathering place Loss of parking 

Summer beneficial Winter use? 

Friendly Hardship on other businesses? 

Attract more tourists Sustainable? 

  

  

 

 What businesses would go in next to the mall? 

 Worried about downtown. Needs to be a stable downtown. 

 High turnover of businesses. 

 More local businesses – funding. 

 First three blocks of North Main – pedestrian mall. 

 City’s role to promote local business 

 Use local knowledge to promote new business. 

 We need to fix Main Street before a pedestrian mall. 

 A pedestrian mall is too narrow 

 Flexibility – event space 

 Bumpouts? Outdoor seating? Change to one lane? Re-route? 

 The best pedestrian malls create their own fun and events (optimistically) 

 An event space needs a different atmosphere 

 Is the objective to draw people downtown? 

o If so, until we fix the traffic this cannot be achieved 

o We need to upgrade Main Street buildings 

 

 

Are “new” senior citizens a target market for Gunnison? If so, who are they? What are their 

characteristics? What services do they need? 

 

Who are they? 

 Folks like to come here from warmer climates – seasonally – how to get them to stay? People 

retire and move away. They leave in the winter, there are more seniors here in the summer. 

 They are here part of the year 

 Second home owners may stay, but we need to keep the current residents here 

o Housing impact from seasonal seniors 

 Seniors from Crested Butte move to Gunnison 

 Some are moving here to be with their families (grandchildren) 

 Some have past connections to Gunnison 

 

What are their characteristics? 

 They are active – skiing, hiking, fishing 

 Tough 

 Independent 

 They live longer here 
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What do they need? 

 Transportation in and out of town 

o Regional and local  

o Westbound transportation 

o More than three days a week 

 Pedestrian friendly / safe 

 RV parking in town, besides Walmart 

 Activities 

o Physical and intellectual 

o Boomers & Beyond was created for a place for seniors to go. There are no amenities. People 

lose spouses and it is hard to get out and socialize. 

o Young at Heart has lunches, but nothing else. 

o Boomers and Beyond are active seniors.  

o Those who have moved here need a place to gather. 

o They have functions, and would like to have a senior center. They have functions like bridge, 

exercise classes, weight program. 

o They need a director for the senior center. The volunteer and spend lots of hours on the 

Board. They need funding. The members have put their own money and time into getting it 

started and are burned out. They need support!   

o Physical activities at the Recreation Center  

o Seniors don’t participate in Young at Heart – Young at Heart needs outreach 

  Health care 

o Specialists of all types  

o More family doctors 

o There is no transportation to go to doctors out of town 

o Sidewalks to hospital 

o Training for home health workers 

o Senior living community 

o There will be an impact on health care if there are more seniors 

o Oxygen 

o Certified nursing 

 Meals – more frequent 

 Energy assistance 

 More general service sector employees who will help the seniors 

 Housing 

o Affordable housing 

o Smaller houses with access 

o Single-level housing 

o Clustered housing 

o Property management – someone to open and close home 

 Spray mosquitoes 

 

 

Today, people and businesses have more choices than ever before about where to locate. 

a. Who do you think Gunnison should try to attract? 

 Sports industry (gear, clothing, natural to the environment) 

 Things that fit resources – climate, workforce and transportation limitations 

 Enjoy western heritage 

 Students 
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 Ranchers 

 People that telecommute 

 

b.  What do you think Gunnison could do to be more competitive in attracting them? 

 Actively attend trade shows (sporting industry) 

 [remove] codes that create barriers 

 Stronger internet capability / communication 

 Marketing 

 Better amenities / streetscapes / schools / public and private partnerships 

 Bike trails between Gunnison and Crested Butte 

 

How does Gunnison’s downtown compare to that of other similar communities we compete with? What 

are the biggest needs for the downtown? 

 

Places 

 Frisco – people, shops, restaurants 

 Crested Butte – people, shops, restaurants, inviting 

 Durango – the train, more businesses 

 Grand Junction – pedestrian mall, soft, landscaping, comfortable 

 Flagstaff – signs, user friendly, fun spaces 

 Steamboat – people linger, sit and hang out 

 

How it compares to others 

 Not as pedestrian friendly 

 Not intimate 

 Not dining 

 Traffic! To different corridor 

Why 

 Getting out of car 

 Locals – familiar? Dangerous 

 Visitors 

 Students! 

 

Biggest needs 

 Auto Center 

 Create an inviting space 

 Obvious place to park (signs) 

 [fix] cluttered streetscape 

 Major roads 

 Move away from “one block” town 

 Move away plants / streets 

 Historic placards 

 Outdoor dining 

 Bus stop on Main Street 

 Local circulator 

 Traffic calming on Hwy 50 and 135 (islands, bump outs – even if it is harder to plow around!) 

 Arch over South Main with large icons to inform passerby’s of what is available 

 Bike parking stalls! 
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 Parking spots 

 Sidewalks are too narrow 

 Extend the CBD more than 4 blocks. Rezone blocks 400, 500, 600, 700 

 Off-street parking requirements 

 Physically connect WSCU and Main Street like Alamosa, Boulder and Grand Junction 

 Let it bleed onto side streets (like in Salida, Carbondale, and Montrose) 

 Better use of open space (Blackstock and O’Leary) 

 Highway 50 & 135 intersection – a major redo – with an underpass or overpass 
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Transportation Services 

 

There have been historic conversations about a “bypass” between US 50 (East Tomichi) and State 

Highway 135 (North Main Street) in the northeast quadrant of the city, although implementation 

would be extremely difficult and expensive. How important is this “state highway” bypass idea as 

future land use issues are being considered? 

 

 It is critical to have some connection to the North Valley without having to use Main Street. If we 

lose the possibility on the east side of town, there is no place else to do. 

 [the east side of town] is the most logical place 

 It is going to be necessary in the future (5 years) because of trucks on Main Street 

 Better for businesses to have the bypass 

 Safety issue – pedestrians / big trucks / RVs, etc. 

 It would be a benefit to Crested Butte. We need to be more supportive of the north end of the valley. 

 It will be death to downtown if the bypass goes in. 

 It will be very costly 

 Could put physical barriers on Main Street to force trucks to use the bypass 

 If fracking starts happening [up Ohio Creek] there will be more demand for large trucks.  

 The north end of the valley will most likely grow [so more traffic will be on Main Street] 

 Growth of Gunnison? 

 

The concept of complete streets, which places equal value on non-motorized mobility and 

automobiles, is being explored as part of this planning process. Do you believe that planning for 

multiple travel modes is warranted and, if so, what street corridors are most important to consider 

for improvement? 

 

 How do we facilitate safe “truck traffic” if we develop more natural resources? 

 How much control do we have because it is a state highway? 

 There are current safety issues due to summer traffic and lack of sidewalk connectivity 

 “Dead end” pedestrian routes 

 Is there a possibility to use alleys? 

 Parking is not an issue 

 Does this mean we need a “time-shift” mentality – 5minutes to walk vs. parking in front? 

 Are we doing all we can to adequately maintain sidewalks in the winter? 

o New technologies? 

 It is warranted and an obligation 

o It will happen 

o There are state statutes 

o Especially in the downtown area 

 Crossing Tomichi in the summer is dangerous 

o Overpasses? 

o Flashing lights? 

o Medians? 

 We need to make downtown Gunnison more walkable 

 How will the need and obligation for multi-modal transportation expand to Gunnison Rising? 

 Work with CDOT on Highway 50 & 135 

 Safety, bike lanes, sidewalks, connect to multi-use trails 

 Collector streets (11
th
 street, Boulevard, Colorado, Virginia, Georgia, Taylor, Denver, Spencer) 

 Pedestrian safety downtown – bicycles off sidewalks 
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 Park and Ride 

 Buffered bike lanes 

 Accessible sidewalks, etc. – seek funding to assist 

 Walkable concept 

 Use alleys in the residential areas 

 Education of newcomers as to bike laws / safety 

 Keep sidewalks in good repair 

o Trip hazards 

o People have to walk in the street 

o Shoveling should be the City’s responsibility 

o The City plows the driveways in and the windrows are dangerous 

o Incomplete sidewalks, especially to schools and the hospital 

 More bike racks 

 Street buffer (grass strip) for utilities, ditches and snow storage 

 “shared street” designation for bike lanes 

 The Post Office and Main Street are a problem for bikes because of cars backing and opening doors 

 Main Street should be more pedestrian friendly. We need to revisit the access from the Arts Center to 

North Main. 

 There should be pedestrian and bike access in all areas, during all seasons. Many people bike to work. 

 Benches, trees, pleasant atmosphere 

 Places to sit – nooks and set-backs 

 The IOOF park is an amenity 

 Places to sit and eat 

 The trees are nice 

 Sandwich boards make it too narrow when added to benches, trees, etc. It is congested. If the 

canopies were further out it would help. There is too much on the sidewalks. 

 Connectivity should be carried through the entire street. 

 You can’t get to Blue Mesa without a vehicle. There should be City transportation to and from the 

lake. 

 

 

It is often said by locals that we lack a distinct, attractive route from the airport to the downtown 

area. How important is this issue, in your mind, and what suggestions do you have to improve the 

situation? 

 It is not a big issue 

 [people can’t afford to fly here] $500 from Montrose / $900 from Gunnison 

 Taxi service 

 Bring in jobs 

 Resilience – gas / electric comes in over fault lines 

 Sustainable – local resource 

o Local food processing 

o Thistle = good food / wine, cattle 

o Timber 

o Houses local material 

 Bypass for safety? 

 Hwy 50 beautification on the west side of town 

 It is important – for visitors it is the fourth entry to town 

 It is of medium importance – there are other priorities / citizens first 
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Corridor 

 Maybe we need two 

 South Boulevard 

o Does it have to be South Boulevard? 

 11
th
 Street north 

 

Consider 

 The Airport Master Plan 

 

How to achieve it 

 First, get public right-of-way 

 Not taking land 

 Corridor grant 

 

Outcome 

 People would want to come back 

 Sends a message to visitors 

 Ourself-esteem 

 

Threats 

 Money is the priority 

 Narrow the options 

 

What should be added? 

 Art 

 Landscape 

 Multi-modal transportation 
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Should Gunnison do more to enhance the valleys public transportation by implementing its own 

system of busing around town that works in conjunction with RTA? What are the pros and cons of 

the idea? 

 

 Yes! Gunnison is the missing link in the county system. 

 It has to be subsidized 

 Gunnison – Crested Butte – Mt. Crested Butte 

 There should be a bus stop on Main Street 

 Circulator 

o Peak times 

o Airport 

 Traffic 

o Through versus around 

o Put the squeeze on streets 

 Advertise restaurants (compete with fast foods) 

 Parking problem? 

o Raised fines 

o High Cost of Free Parking (book) 

 RTA transportation umbrella? Who pays? 

 Senior system needs to be upgraded 

 County-wide 

 Regional transportation doesn’t go west. 

 Who is affected? 

 

Who would benefit? 

 Senior population 

o Age in place 

o More senior housing 

 Campus 

 Workers – goes where people live. People work in Gunnison and live in Crested Butte 

 Kids – recreation and after-school programs 

 

Other comments 

 Pedestrian Mall? (goals) 

o Link to campus 

o Get people out of cars to see the downtown 

o Outdoor dining 

 Snow windrows – are now standard 

 Tactical urbanism 
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Land Use 

 

What are the most important natural resource issues in the region that affect us and what should 

the City do to address these issues? 

 Water   

o How do we interact with the County and State to mitigate issues like hazardous waste? 

o Continue our alliance with the Water Conservancy Boart to participate collaboratively 

o Water Quality 

 Are we careful about how we manage water quality? 

 Impacted by sewer spills and fracking upstream 

 Nutrient levels 

 Sewer plant effluent 

o Water Rights 

 If the State took water rights it would have to pay for them 

 Protect the City’s excellent water rights  

 Beneficial use of ditches 

o Conservation 

 To avoid drought 

 Landscaping / zeriscape 

 Time of day to water 

 Gray water to cut down on sewage treatment 

o Fishing 

o Rafting 

o Hydropower 

 Gunnison Sage-grouse and Prairie Dog 

o Continued cooperation with the County, etc. 

o Let’s be open to managing this in a people-oriented manner 

o 1/3 of the city is habitat – listing will impact development, the economy and ranching 

o If ranchers can’t graze on public lands they will sell their water rights 

 Agriculture 

o Gives us tourism and open space 

o Heritage and culture 

 Natural gas 

o Develop and use locally 

o Is it dangerous? 

 Access to public lands 

o Can we maintain necessary access to continue to draw in tourism? 

o Can we finish the trail planning 

o Trail development 

 Mining and drilling industry 

o Traffic, land, water, housing, schools, income, population, inversions, health 

o How does the city prepare for these possibilities? 

 An endowment fund/completion bond 

 Create a contingency plan should a large project suddenly occur 

 But, would anyone be willing to do so in face of other issues? 

 WSCU Masters’ job 

o Coal, oil and gas 

 Air Quality 

o Mitigation of disturbance 

o Idling semis 
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o Fireplaces and inversions 

o To protect our health 

 Water Treatment Plant 

o How long will it last? 

o Additional standards from the state 

o A solution would be new mechanisms to treat the water 

 Van Tuyl Ranch 

 Climate Change 

o Decrease carbon emissions through multi-modal transportation and compact development 

o Dust on snow events 

 Parks, bike and recreation paths 

 Energy 

o Renewable Energy 

o Energy Independence 

 Over ½ is already renewable 

 Lowest electric rates 

 Hydrothermal 17 miles east 

 Natural gas vehicles 

 Start with the County 

 Create stations 

 These offset the “cold” 

o Strong recycling program 

 Beetle Kill 

o Biomass  

o Use beetle kill slash 

o Chip 

o High temp burning 

 Expansion of the ski area 

  

Why / Who? 

 College students 

 Visitors 

 Residents 

o Active 

o “green” 

o educated 

 

Stakeholders have indicated that the city entrances on west Highway 50 and north Highway 135 are 

not appealing and a detraction of the community appeal.  In the spectrum of issues facing 

Gunnison, how important is it to improve these entries and, if important, what can the city do to 

address the issue?  

 East: fences, rocks, earth berms 

 West: trimming and mowing 

 Downtown: the “feel” of town extends out 

 Signs: bikes, fish, skis, authentic western, water 

 More than signs – Image of Gunnison – first impressions 

 Traffic calming  

o bulb outs  

o Bypass 

o Medians 
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o Narrower lanes 

 Displays  

o A welcome arch that shows activities in Gunnison 

o Slow down traffic and attract people to stay 

 More focus on cleaning up the airport and access 

o Identify the route with flags or signage 

 Private / public partnerships 

 Find a way to communicate activities in Gunnison “Base Camp of the Rockies 

 Look at the sign code 

 A pull-off outside of town with QR codes of the activities and free wifi 

 The new sign on the east entrance is ok 

 It’s not important 

o I don’t see it frequently 

o It’s not part of daily life 

o Feeding the community 

 It is important 

o Image for “first timers” 

o We could be “first with a great entry” 

o First impression 

o From the first sign all the way in 

o How much does it cost? 

o Is this “who we are”? 

o Quality = affordable 

o “Part of our character” 

o People will linger 

 More relaxed 

o More improvement 

o More stoppable 

 Signs / gateway 

o Not alone = need to 
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Housing 

 

Growth and development generate a demand for housing and presently the City code provides 

density bonuses for the development of affordable housing, and the City shares in the funding of 

Gunnison County Housing Authority services. Beyond these two measures, what is the City’s role 

in providing affordable housing? 

 

 Keep a database on needs for affordable housing 

 Aim for integration of students and cultures 

 Segregate by keeping students in certain areas and seniors in other areas (most in the group did not 

agree) 

 Accessible housing 

 Energy efficient / solar 

 Student housing standards 

 First we have to see more growth and development 

o Year-round employees here, not as much part-time 

o Transportation is good 

o Would like to see employees live where they work 

 Provide infrastructure and codes to provide safety 

 What is affordable housing? Is it attainable? 

 Make it a County responsibility 

 Intergenerational community 

 Encourage more seniors 

 Not attracting who we want 

 Who is it for? 

o People already here in unsafe dwellings 

o Is it to bring people in or provide for existing community members? 

 Poverty level has increased from 10% to 30% in 10 years? Who? Why? 

 Higher density zoning 

 Diversity of housing 

 Provide opportunity through incentives and flexibility 

 Identify target demographics 

 Housing units that are affordable and accommodating 

 Single level housing for seniors 

o Reduce the dimensional standards for single-level housing 

 Reduction of tap fees 

 Funding for infrastructure on affordable units 

 

  

18



City Council / Planning and Zoning Commission 

Joint Meeting 

July 24, 2014 

 

Questions / Issues Addressed by the Plan 

  

 Of most importance Next in importance 

Who are the constituents we serve?  ●● 

Does it reflect what an informed community wants? ● ● 

What are the current assets and liabilities of the 

community? 
●●  

What are the costs of the project? ●  

Is the zoning and use of vacant land reflective of what 

the community needs? 
  

Does the plan facilitate the desires and changes the 

community wants? 
● ● 

Is it workable and adoptable and can it be used as 

guidance? 
 ● 

Is there equal access to jobs and service or are there 

barriers? 
  

Who pays for it?   

Does it include input from all sectors? ●● ● 

How do we grow and maintain assets and remediate 

liabilities? 
  

Is the plan achievable? ●●  

Does it address transportation needs both now and in the 

future? 
  

Is the plan complete(d) – does it address all concerns?   

Are the plans that are generated within the scope of what 

the City can accomplish? 
  

What improvements should be made to City services?   

How do we know when the plan has been achieved? 

(metrics) 
  

Is there a realistic plan for implementation?  ●● 

Once we get the data, what is the consensus of where to 

go? 
 ● 

Does it address incentives for new technology and 

density? 
  

Is it easy to read and understand?   

Does it remove unnecessary / ineffective service?   

 

How do we define what’s important among issues? (What are the criteria for prioritizing 

issues?) 

Identity 

Needs 

Accomplished 

Sustainability 

Cost 

Funding Source 
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Key Issues 

 

 Of most importance Next in importance 

Climate Change ●  

Integration of Hispanic Community   

Water Diversion  ●● 

Beetle Kill (view shed)   

Aging infrastructure (water quality / sewer)   

Economy (loss of coal, ski area, university)   

Medical services (not enough doctors / urgent care)   

Economic diversity and sustainability ●●●● ●● 

Viable and strong downtown  ● 

Transportation to import and export resources   

Transportation (convenience)   

Externalities (Sage-grouse)   

More livable – walkable, pets, bikes, information, public 

transportation 
● ●● 

Senior transportation   

Negligent landlords, lack of maintenance affects the 

housing market 
  

Wages vs. cost of living ●●  

Housing need and types   

Higher Education – more people choosing alternatives 

(requirements on schools / placement of students) 
  

Maintain identity / Character of Community (population 

threshold?) 
● ●● 

Energy costs   

Quality of housing – linked to energy   

Mental Health Services and Domestic Issues   

Internet redundancy   

Energy Conservation – Building Codes / Incentives – 

Existing Structures 
  

Marijuana   

How to compete   

Fire Danger on Housing, insuring property value, who 

pays for fire fighting 
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Technical Advisory Committee 
July 22, 2014 

 
What are the important issues this community will face in the next five, ten, possibly 20 years, that 
concern you? 

• Transportation – in valley and out (flights / shuttles) 
• Water 

o Water diversion impacts? 
o Three-Mile area 

• Tourism 
• Economic Sustainability 
• Senior population – services, etc. 
• Rate of growth – room to grow into the system 
• Sage-grouse – (Gunnison Rising) 
• Protection of Natural Resources (water quality / land closure) 

 
 
 
It has been stated during recent interviews that the local economy should be more resilient. What is 
a resilient economy and how can local government help to promote a resilient economy? 
 

• Tourism – diversify the economy 
• Jobs with comparable wages 
• Market “quality of life” 
• Create demand 
• Cultural success (growth or “as is) 
• Street scapes 
• Reasonable cost of living (solar farm, community gardens, etc.) 
• Market “Base Camp of the Rockies” 

 
“Complete Streets” is to be a focus area of the new Comprehensive Plan, yet the definition of exactly 
what is to be included is a complete approach to multi-modal mobility is often not clear. What does 
“complete streets” mean to you in Gunnison, and how would you like to see it implemented? 
• All methods of transportation (pedestrians, bikes, etc.) 
• Peace of mind / safe 
• Sidewalks 
• Main and Tomichi complete? 

o City maintains sidewalks  
o Fully functional 

• Bike lanes 
• Utilities (irrigation ditches) 
• Block by block 
• Landscaping 
• An interesting place to be – walkable 
• Parking 
• Pedestrian mall 
 



PARKING LOT 
 

 

Outdoor Pickelball Courts Senior Activity Coordinator We need a Senior Center 

Don’t ask me to put dots on 
predetermined statements! 

We don’t capitalize on Blue Mesa 
and CNRA enough! 

Economic Development 
Broader range of options. 

Economic Development 
Role of Government 

W Mountain ski area to support a 
more robust Western student 

population and build a strong sense 
of community and a more robust 
winter commerce in Gunnison. 

1.  Visitor Center downtown 
2. Focus on downtown to look 

vibrant 
3. Pedestrian mall on South Main 

with IDS sculptures 
4.  More rodeo grounds 
5.  Redevelop airport entrance 

Senior housing in town (walkable) 
- Accessible homes 
- Efficient 
- E.g. Gentry Connaway 

house! 

Health Care 
Increased capacity at Willows 

More year-round businesses that 
will help the community grow both 

in population and with more $$. 

Bike path between Gunnison and 
Crested Butte 

The City should co-op with other 
towns reliant on sales tax revenue to 

get legislators to tax mail order 
business (internet) and pay city sales 

tax. 



City of Gunnison Planning Survey - 2014 
INTRODUCTION: This survey will be used in updating the City’s Comprehensive Plan, which will help guide the City government in regard to 
planning-related issues over the next 10 years.  This survey will take about 15 minutes to complete. Using your personal opinion, please answer 
each of the following questions by placing a mark in the appropriate box next to the item.  Your participation in this survey is voluntary and all 
responses are confidential. Thank you in advance for your participation! 

Existing City Services 
1.  How satisfied are you with: very satisfied satisfied dissatisfied very 

dissatisfied 
unsure or no 

opinion 
a. availability of sidewalks □ □ □ □ □ 
b. roadway aesthetics (i.e., landscaping, lighting) □ □ □ □ □ 
c. ease of walking or biking around town □ □ □ □ □ 
d. amenities in parks (playground equipment, 
sports fields) □ □ □ □ □ 

e. variety of City recreation programs □ □ □ □ □ 
f. Community Center  and Ice Rink Facilities □ □ □ □ □ 
g. availability of entertainment areas □ □ □ □ □ 
h. street snow plow operations □ □ □ □ □ 
i. street pavement conditions / street sweeping □ □ □ □ □ 
j. Building Department permitting and 
inspections □ □ □ □ □ 

k. Planning Department application review and 
development permitting □ □ □ □ □ 

l. senior transportation services □ □ □ □ □ 
m. funding non-profit-services (Safe Ride, Arts 
Center, Six Points, etc.) □ □ □ □ □ 

2. Which FOUR City services from Question 1 do you think are most important?  
(Please indicate your 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th choices by writing the letters from Question 1 in the boxes below: 
 1st:                   2nd:                3rd:                4th:               
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Quality of Life and Community Characteristics 
3.  How satisfied are you with: very satisfied satisfied dissatisfied very 

dissatisfied 
unsure or no 

opinion 
a. feeling safe in the city □ □  □ □ □ 
b. cultural integration in the city □ □  □ □ □ 
c. management of public events (4th of July 
Fireworks, Car Show, bike races, etc.) □ □ □ □ □ 

d. appearance of commercial areas  □ □ □ □ □ 
e. affordability of housing within the city □ □ □ □ □ 
f. quality of housing within the city □ □ □ □ □ 
g. variety of housing types within the city □ □ □ □ □ 
h. options for senior housing □ □ □ □ □ 
i. availability of health services □ □ □ □ □ 
j. quality of health services □ □ □ □ □ 
k. quality of senior care center and assisted 
living facility □ □ □ □ □ 

l. responsiveness of emergency services □ □ □ □ □ 
m. convenience of shopping and restaurants □ □ □ □ □ 
n. variety of shopping and restaurants □ □ □ □ □ 
o. community gardens □ □ □ □ □ 
4. Which FOUR characteristics from Question 3 do you think are most important?  
(Please indicate your 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th choices by writing the letters from Question 3 in the boxes below) 

1st:                2nd:                3rd:                4th:                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Growth and Development 
5. Rank the importance of encouraging 
growth in the following types of employment 
sectors affecting Gunnison: (one choice per 
column) 

1=least 
important 2 3 4 5 6 7=most 

important 

a. Agriculture, forestry, fishing, hunting, mining □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
b. Arts, entertainment, recreation, 
accommodation, food service  □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 

c. Educational services, health care, social 
assistance □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 

d. Large-scale retail  □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
e. Light manufacturing and technical trades □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
f. Small specialty scientific and professional 
services  □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 

g. Small-scale retail □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
6. Indicate how much you agree or disagree 
with the following statements:  strongly disagree disagree agree strongly agree unsure or no 

opinion 
a. It is important for the City to guide the 
location of new and additional developments. □ □ □ □ □ 

b. New buildings downtown and along the 
highway corridor should be built using 
consistent design guidelines.   

□ □ □ □ □ 

c. It is important for the City to be flexible with 
regulations to promote business development. □ □ □ □ □ 
d. Developers should provide land along ditches, 
creeks and rivers for utilities and trails. □ □ □ □ □ 
e. Highway entrances to the city should be 
improved to create a good first impression. □ □ □ □ □ 
f. It is appropriate to require the cost of sewer, 
water, new streets, sidewalks and landscaping to 
be included as part of new development, at the 
buyer’s cost.  

□ □ □ □ □ 

g. New buildings should not be allowed in 
flood-prone areas. □ □ □ □ □ 

h. Inoperable cars and equipment should not be 
stored on the street edge or in the street.  □ □ □ □ □ 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 strongly disagree disagree agree strongly agree unsure or no 
opinion 

i. The rate of population growth is too slow. □ □ □ □ □ 
j. The rate of business growth is too slow □ □ □ □ □ 
Transportation 
7. How satisfied you are with:  very satisfied satisfied dissatisfied very 

dissatisfied 
unsure or no 

opinion 
a. connectivity of bike lanes and paths to parks, 
open spaces  and schools □ □ □ □ □ 

b. availability of bike lanes on streets □ □ □ □ □ 
c. availability of walking, jogging and biking 
trails  □ □ □ □ □ 
d. walking and biking on Colorado Street □ □ □ □ □ 
e. walking and biking on Spencer Avenue □ □ □ □ □ 
f. walking and biking on Denver Avenue □ □ □ □ □ 
g. walking and biking on East Georgia Avenue □ □ □ □ □ 
h. bus system route within the city □ □ □ □ □ 
i. bus system schedule within the city □ □ □ □ □ 
j. pedestrian crossing safety on all of Tomichi 
Avenue □ □ □ □ □ 

k. pedestrian crossings safety on all of Main 
Street □ □ □ □ □ 

Downtown  
8. Indicate how much you agree or disagree 
with the following statements: strongly disagree disagree agree strongly agree unsure or no 

opinion 
a. I like how sidewalks are used downtown, for 
example features like trees, sandwich board 
signs, benches and bike racks. 

□ □ □ □ □ 

b. It is easy to find parking close to downtown. □ □ □ □ □ 
c. Public events in the downtown, such as the 
Farmer’s Market and the Car Show, energize the 
downtown. 

□ □ □ □ □ 

d. It is difficult for pedestrians to cross the 
intersection at Main Street and Tomichi Avenue □ □ □ □ □ 



9. Over the years there has been discussion 
about creating a pedestrian mall downtown. 
Indicate your preference of the following 
choices: 

1 = best option 2 = second best option 3 = third best option 

a. The current practice of temporarily closing 
the first block of East Virginia Avenue, along 
with the IOOF Park (200 N. Main), works well 
for the events that are held downtown. 

□ □ □ 

b. IOOF Park should be expanded by 
eliminating adjacent street parking and used for 
events, but East Virginia Avenue should be left 
open to through traffic.  

□ □ □ 

c. Permanently close one-half of a block 
downtown to vehicles and provide a location for 
events and public gathering space. 

□ □ □ 

Most Important Actions to Achieve the Preferred Future 
10.  Preferred Future Actions - please 
indicate your level of agreement with the 
following potential actions the City of 
Gunnison could take to achieve its 
preferred future. The City should: 

strongly 
disagree disagree agree strongly agree unsure or no 

opinion 

a. build a designated route from the airport to 
downtown with landscaped streets, 
sidewalks, and signs 

□ □ □ □ □ 

b. repave streets □ □ □ □ □ 
c. build more sidewalks □ □ □ □ □ 
d. build more paths to parks, open spaces 
(i.e., VanTuyl Ranch) and schools □ □ □ □ □ 

e. expand and improve the bus system in the 
city limits □ □ □ □ □ 

f. improve appearances of city entrances □ □ □ □ □ 
g. create more appealing roadways with 
landscaping, sidewalks, and street lighting □ □ □ □ □ 

h. expand the Community Center (indoor 
walking track, weight room, gym area) □ □ □ □ □ 

i. expand the variety of recreation programs □ □ □ □ □ 
 
 
 
 



 strongly 
disagree disagree agree strongly agree unsure or no 

opinion 
j. build a dog park □ □ □ □ □ 
k. continue Cranor Hill ski operations □ □ □ □ □ 
l. increase the number of public events □ □ □ □ □ 
m. encourage affordable housing 
development. □ □ □ □ □ 

n. increase public transportation (ie. 
frequency and stops) □ □ □ □ □ 

11. Which FOUR preferred future actions from Question 10 do you think are most important? 
(Please indicate your 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th choices by writing the letters from Question 10 in the boxes below.) 

1st:                2nd:                3rd:                4th:    

                                   

Economy and Collaboration  
12. Indicate how much you agree or 
disagree with the following: 

strongly 
disagree disagree agree strongly agree unsure or no 

opinion 
a. The City, County, and nearby towns do a 
good job of working together on issues that 
affect people who live here. 

□ □ □ □ □ 

b. The community (public and private 
sectors) has a clear vision for growing the 
economy. 

□ □ □ □ □ 

c. Local governments and other important 
institutions like the university should work 
together to strengthen the economy. 

□ □ □ □ □ 

d. There are plenty of good paying jobs in 
the community.   □ □ □ □ □ 

13. Just like businesses compete, so do cities; there are more choices than ever before about where to locate. What would be necessary to 
attract more people and businesses? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14. Knowing that City projects are funded 
by local tax revenue, please indicate your 
level of agreement with the following. The 
City should use City tax revenue to: 

strongly disagree disagree agree strongly agree unsure or no 
opinion 

a. maintain existing City facilities and 
services □ □ □ □ □ 

b. increase tourism marketing □ □ □ □ □ 
c.  increase marketing to businesses that 
export goods and services □ □ □ □ □ 

d. build more trails  □ □ □ □ □ 
e. increase recreation programming □ □ □ □ □ 
f. help market WSCU to increase enrollment □ □ □ □ □ 
g. build affordable housing □ □ □ □ □ 
h. expand and improve public transportation 
in the city □ □ □ □ □ 

i. increase senior transportation options □ □ □ □ □ 
j. improve the city entrances □ □ □ □ □ 
k. increase support for public events □ □ □ □ □ 
l. increase support for non-profits and 
cultural facilities □ □ □ □ □ 

m. build a designated route from the airport 
to downtown with landscaped streets, 
sidewalks and signs 

□ □ □ □ □ 

n. repave streets □ □ □ □ □ 
o. build more sidewalks □ □ □ □ □ 
p. build more bike lanes and paths to parks, 
open spaces and schools □ □ □ □ □ 

q. improve pedestrian crossings on all of 
Tomichi Avenue □ □ □ □ □ 

r. improve pedestrian crossings on all of 
Main Street □ □ □ □ □ 

15. Which FOUR projects from Question 14 do you think are the most important?  
(Please indicate your 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th choices by writing the letters from Question 14 in the boxes) 1st:              2nd:              3rd:              4th:    
 
 
 
 
 



Demographic Information – please tell us about yourself: 
16. Age – are you: 
□ younger than 18 
□ 18 – 24 
□ 25 – 34 
□ 35 – 44 
□ 45 – 54 
□ 55 – 64 
□ 65 – 74 
□ 75 – 84 
□ 85 or older 

20. Race 
□ White not Hispanic 
□ Hispanic or Latino 
□ Two or more races 
□ American Indian / Alaska Native 
□ Black or African American 
□ Asian 
□ Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 

23. How long have you lived 
in Gunnison County? 
□ 4 years or less 
□ 5 – 9 years 
□ 10 – 19 years 
□ 20 – 29 years 
□ 30 years or longer 
□ I don’t live in Gunnison 
County 

26. Do you reside: 
□ in the Gunnison city limits 
□ in the county, within three 
miles of the city limits 
□ in Almont 
□ in Crested Butte or Mt. 
Crested Butte 
□ in CB South 
□ in Pitkin or Ohio City 
□ somewhere else in the 
county 
□ in another county in 
Colorado 
□ in another state: 
□ in another country: 

28. What 
brought you 
to 
Gunnison? 
□ I was born 
here 
□ moved 
here for work 
□ moved 
here for 
recreation 
□ to attend 
Western 
□ retired 
here 
□ to be near 
family 
□ personal 
relationship 
□ small town 
lifestyle 
□ the natural 
surroundings 
□ I’m on 
vacation 
                   
29. Are you 
currently 
enrolled at 
WSCU? 
□ yes □ no 

21. How many children (age 17 or 
younger) live in your household that 
you are a parent or guardian to? 

24. Education 
□ Less than 9th grade 
□ 9th to 12th grade, no 

diploma 
□ High school graduate or 

GED 
□ Some college, no degree 
□ Associate degree 
□ Bachelor’s degree 
□ Graduate or professional 
degree 

17. Gender 
□ male  □ female □ other 

22. Your household income 
in 2013: 
□ $0 - $9,999 
□ $10,000-$19,999 
□ $20,000-$29,999 
□ $30,000-$39,999 
□ $40,000-$49,999 
□ $50,000-$74,999 
□ $75,000-$99,999 
□ $100,000-$149,999 
□ $150,000-$199,999 
□ $200,000 or more 
□ prefer not to say 

18. Marital Status 
□ never married 
□ married 
□ separated 
□ divorced 
□ widowed 
□ domestic partnership/civil 
union 
□ single, cohabitating with 
significant other 

27. Where do you work? 
□ In the city of Gunnison 
□ In Crested Butte/Mt. CB 
□ Somewhere else in the 

county 
□ Unemployed, looking for 

work 
□ Unemployed, not looking 
for work 
□ I work in my home  
□ I’m retired 
□ Disabled, not able to work 

25. What is your main mode 
of transportation for work 
and to get around town? 
□ walking 
□ driving my own vehicle 
□ carpooling 
□ RTA bus 
□ bicycle 
□ skateboard 

19. Do you: 
□ own your home 
□ rent your home 
□ other:   



30.  Please provide comments about any issues you feel are important to the community. : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for completing our survey! Your participation is important to the future of Gunnison! 
To learn more, visit our website at: http://www.cityofgunnison-co.gov 

or contact the Community Development Office at (970) 641-8150 

 

http://www.cityofgunnison-co.gov/


Existing City Services 

1. How satisfied are you with: very 
satisfied % satisfied % dissatisfied % very 

dissatisfied % unsure or 
no opinion % Response 

Count 

a.availability of sidewalks 115 19.4% 313 52.8% 116 19.6% 34 5.7% 15 2.5% 593 
b.roadway aesthetics (i.e., 
landscaping, lighting) 93 15.7% 330 55.7% 118 19.9% 44 7.4% 7 1.2% 592 

c.ease of walking or biking around 
town 146 24.6% 311 52.4% 93 15.7% 33 5.6% 11 1.9% 594 

d. amenities in parks (playground 
equipment, sports fields) 185 31.1% 333 56.1% 25 4.2% 3 0.5% 48 8.1% 594 

e.variety of City recreation 
programs 150 25.4% 295 49.9% 37 6.3% 12 2.0% 97 16.4% 591 

f. Community Center and Ice Rink 
facilities 199 33.5% 268 45.1% 32 5.4% 5 0.8% 90 15.2% 594 

g. availability of entertainment 
areas 90 15.2% 296 50.0% 117 19.8% 20 3.4% 69 11.7% 592 

h. street snow plow operations 151 25.5% 302 50.9% 67 11.3% 26 4.4% 47 7.9% 593 
i. street pavement conditions / 
street sweeping 110 18.6% 349 59.0% 82 13.9% 29 4.9% 22 3.7% 592 

j. Building Department permitting 
and inspections 52 8.9% 158 27.0% 44 7.5% 23 3.9% 309 52.7% 586 

k. Planning Department 
application review and 
development permitting 

42 7.1% 138 23.5% 57 9.7% 26 4.4% 325 55.3% 588 

l. senior transportation services 31 5.3% 126 21.4% 56 9.5% 21 3.6% 355 60.3% 589 
m. funding for non-profit services 
(Safe Ride, Arts Center, Six 
Points, etc.) 

80 13.6% 237 40.2% 82 13.9% 26 4.4% 165 28.0% 590 

answered question   597 
skipped question   1 

 

Existing City Services                 

2. Which four City services are the most important: 1st Choice % 2nd Choice % 3rd Choice % 4th Choice % 

a.availability of sidewalks 37 6.7% 47 8.7% 44 8.3% 37 7.3% 
b.roadway aesthetics (i.e., landscaping, lighting) 37 6.7% 43 8.0% 57 10.7% 44 8.7% 
c.ease of walking or biking around town 136 24.8% 82 15.2% 64 12.0% 40 7.9% 
d. amenities in parks (playground equipment, sports 
fields) 16 2.9% 33 6.1% 30 5.6% 38 7.5% 

e.variety of City recreation programs 34 6.2% 34 6.3% 36 6.8% 39 7.7% 
f. Community Center and Ice Rink facilities 33 6.0% 37 6.9% 33 6.2% 31 6.1% 
g. availability of entertainment areas 12 2.2% 25 4.6% 33 6.2% 33 6.5% 
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h. street snow plow operations 90 16.4% 83 15.4% 55 10.3% 45 8.9% 
i. street pavement conditions / street sweeping 60 10.9% 66 12.2% 54 10.2% 45 8.9% 
j. Building Department permitting and inspections 12 2.2% 11 2.0% 17 3.2% 15 3.0% 
k. Planning Department application review and 
development permitting 17 3.1% 16 3.0% 20 3.8% 24 4.7% 

l. senior transportation services 24 4.4% 15 2.8% 35 6.6% 25 4.9% 
m. funding for non-profit services (Safe Ride, Arts 
Center, Six Points, etc.) 31 5.6% 34 6.3% 39 7.3% 78 15.4% 

  Response Count 549   539   532   506   

    
answered 
question 549   skipped question 49     

 

Quality of Life and Community Characteristics 

3. How satisfied are you with: very 
satisfied % satisfied % dissatisfied % very 

dissatisfied % unsure or 
no opinion % Response 

Count 
a. feeling safe in the city 249 43.8% 292 51.3% 22 3.9% 2 0.4% 4 0.7% 569 
b. cultural integration in the city 58 10.2% 292 51.6% 113 20.0% 30 5.3% 73 12.9% 566 
c. management of public events 
(4th of July Fireworks, etc. 188 33.2% 320 56.5% 29 5.1% 8 1.4% 21 3.7% 566 

d. appearance of commercial areas 76 13.4% 283 49.8% 151 26.6% 37 6.5% 21 3.7% 568 
e. affordability of housing within the 
city 28 4.9% 193 34.0% 185 32.6% 74 13.0% 88 15.5% 568 

f. quality of housing within the city 25 4.4% 235 41.4% 183 32.2% 61 10.7% 64 11.3% 568 
g. variety of housing types within 
the city 32 5.7% 283 50.0% 146 25.8% 41 7.2% 64 11.3% 566 

h. options for senior housing 12 2.1% 119 21.0% 82 14.5% 36 6.4% 317 56.0% 566 
i. availability of health services 49 8.7% 273 48.4% 151 26.8% 56 9.9% 35 6.2% 564 
j. quality of health services 69 12.1% 274 48.2% 129 22.7% 47 8.3% 50 8.8% 569 
k. quality of senior care center and 
assisted living facility 37 6.5% 135 23.7% 54 9.5% 22 3.9% 321 56.4% 569 

l. responsiveness of emergency 
services 117 20.7% 254 44.9% 19 3.4% 6 1.1% 170 30.0% 566 

m. convenience of shopping and 
restaurants 93 16.5% 350 61.9% 95 16.8% 24 4.2% 3 0.5% 565 

n. variety of shopping and 
restaurants 34 6.0% 229 40.3% 222 39.1% 78 13.7% 5 0.9% 568 

o. community gardens 51 9.0% 257 45.2% 75 13.2% 18 3.2% 167 29.4% 568 
answered question   569 

skipped question   29 
 

 



Quality of Life and Community Characteristics                 

4. Which four characteristics are the most important: 1st Choice % 2nd Choice % 3rd Choice % 4th Choice % 

Feeling Safe in the City 236 45.0% 29 5.6% 27 5.4% 34 7.1% 
Cultural Integration in the City 10 1.9% 29 5.6% 23 4.6% 21 4.4% 
Management of Public Events 7 1.3% 18 3.5% 28 5.6% 18 3.7% 
Appearance of Commercial Areas 22 4.2% 27 5.2% 34 6.8% 38 7.9% 
Affordability of Housing within the City 44 8.4% 79 15.3% 48 9.6% 39 8.1% 
Quality of Housing within the City 14 2.7% 41 8.0% 35 7.0% 30 6.2% 
Variety of Housing Types within the City 4 0.8% 17 3.3% 19 3.8% 14 2.9% 
Options for Senior Housing 10 1.9% 12 2.3% 13 2.6% 16 3.3% 
Availability of Health Services 51 9.7% 63 12.2% 70 13.9% 37 7.7% 
Quality of Health Services 27 5.1% 78 15.1% 61 12.2% 51 10.6% 
Quality of Senior Care Center and Assisted Living Facility 7 1.3% 15 2.9% 15 3.0% 19 3.9% 
Responsiveness of Emergency Services 31 5.9% 41 8.0% 36 7.2% 37 7.7% 
Convenience of Shopping and Restaurants 9 1.7% 16 3.1% 20 4.0% 17 3.5% 
Variety of Shopping and Restaurants 29 5.5% 36 7.0% 49 9.8% 79 16.4% 
Community Gardens 7 1.3% 4 0.8% 13 2.6% 26 5.4% 
  Response Count 525   515   502   482   

    
answered 
question 525   skipped question 73     

 

Growth and Development 

5.Rank the importance of 
encouraging growth in the 
following types of employment 
sectors affecting Gunnison: 

1 = least 
important % 2 % 3 % 4 % 5 % 6 % 7 = most 

important % Response 
Count 

a. Agriculture, forestry, fishing, 
hunting, mining 29 6.6% 78 17.7% 55 12.5% 69 15.6% 64 14.5% 72 16.3% 74 16.8% 441 

b. Arts, entertainment, 
recreation, accommodation, food 
service 

25 5.9% 37 8.7% 58 13.7% 62 14.6% 93 21.9% 80 18.9% 69 16.3% 424 

c. Educational services, health 
care, social assistance 13 2.9% 21 4.7% 46 10.4% 49 11.1% 74 16.7% 98 22.1% 142 32.1% 443 

d. Large-scale retail 253 55.2% 58 12.7% 34 7.4% 44 9.6% 30 6.6% 17 3.7% 22 4.8% 458 
e. Light manufacturing and 
technical trades 19 4.4% 68 15.7% 90 20.7% 74 17.1% 57 13.1% 64 14.7% 62 14.3% 434 

f. Small specialty scientific and 
professional services 30 6.7% 83 18.5% 71 15.8% 82 18.3% 84 18.7% 61 13.6% 38 8.5% 449 

g. Small-scale retail 48 10.0% 72 15.0% 77 16.0% 78 16.3% 73 15.2% 78 16.3% 54 11.3% 480 
answered question   510 

skipped question   88 



Growth and Development 

6. Indicate how much you agree or disagree with the 
following statements: 

strongly 
disagree % disagree % agree % strongly 

agree % 
unsure 
or no 

opinion 
% Response 

Count 

a. It is important for the City to guide the location of new 
and additional development. 18 3.3% 40 7.2% 260 47.0% 220 39.8

% 15 2.7% 553 

b. New buildings downtown and along the highway 
corridor should be built using consistent design 
guidelines. 

21 3.8% 97 17.5% 202 36.5% 214 38.6
% 20 3.6% 554 

c. It is important for the City to be flexible with 
regulations in order to promote business development. 29 5.3% 88 16.0% 214 38.8% 198 35.9

% 22 4.0% 551 

d. Developers should provide land along ditches, creeks 
and rivers for utilities and trails. 24 4.3% 38 6.9% 194 35.1% 261 47.2

% 36 6.5% 553 

e. Highway entrances to the city should be improved to 
create a good first impression. 15 2.7% 99 17.9% 200 36.2% 215 38.9

% 24 4.3% 553 

f. It is appropriate to require the cost of sewer, water, 
new streets, sidewalks and landscaping to be included 
as part of new development, at the buyer's cost. 

21 3.8% 84 15.2% 202 36.5% 195 35.3
% 51 9.2% 553 

g. New buildings should not be allowed in flood-prone 
areas. 13 2.3% 93 16.8% 200 36.1% 194 35.0

% 54 9.7% 554 

h. Inoperable cars and equipment should not be stored 
on the street edge or in the street. 8 1.4% 54 9.8% 133 24.1% 325 58.8

% 33 6.0% 553 

i. The rate of population growth is too slow. 84 15.2% 211 38.2% 117 21.2% 70 12.7
% 71 12.8% 553 

j. The rate of business growth is too slow. 32 5.8% 108 19.5% 198 35.7% 167 30.1
% 50 9.0% 555 

answered question   556 
skipped question   42 

 

Transportation 

7. How satisfied are you with: very 
satisfied % satisfied % dissatisfied % very 

dissatisfied % 
unsure 
or no 

opinion 
% Response 

Count 

a. connectivity of bike lanes and paths to parks, 
open spaces and schools 77 14.0% 274 49.8% 119 21.6% 37 6.7% 43 7.8% 550 

b. availability of bike lanes on streets 88 16.0% 318 57.8% 92 16.7% 29 5.3% 23 4.2% 550 
c. availability of walking, jogging and biking 
trails 86 15.7% 287 52.5% 112 20.5% 38 6.9% 24 4.4% 547 

d. walking and biking on Colorado Street 62 11.3% 278 50.6% 93 16.9% 31 5.6% 85 15.5% 549 
e. walking and biking on Spencer Avenue 57 10.4% 278 50.8% 90 16.5% 29 5.3% 93 17.0% 547 
f. walking and biking on Denver Avenue 58 10.5% 278 50.5% 104 18.9% 30 5.5% 80 14.5% 550 
g. walking and biking on East Georgia Avenue 55 10.0% 260 47.4% 94 17.2% 15 2.7% 124 22.6% 548 



h. bus system route within the city 67 12.3% 234 42.9% 54 9.9% 24 4.4% 167 30.6% 546 
i. bus system schedule within the city 50 9.2% 206 38.1% 83 15.3% 30 5.5% 172 31.8% 541 
j. pedestrian crossings on all of Tomichi Avenue 45 8.2% 211 38.4% 143 26.0% 131 23.9% 19 3.5% 549 
k. pedestrian crossings on all of Main Street 62 11.3% 259 47.1% 128 23.3% 87 15.8% 14 2.5% 550 

answered question   551 
skipped question   47 

 

Downtown 

8. Indicate how much you agree or disagree with the 
following statements: 

strongly 
disagree % disagree % agree % strongly 

agree % 
unsure 
or no 

opinion 
% Response 

Count 

a. I like how sidewalks are used downtown, for example, 
features like trees, sandwich board signs, benches and 
bike racks. 

7 1.3% 36 6.6% 311 56.6% 185 33.7% 10 1.8% 549 

b. It is easy to find parking close to downtown. 31 5.7% 107 19.5% 284 51.8% 112 20.4% 14 2.6% 548 
c. Public events in the downtown, such as the Farmer's 
Market and the Car Show, energize the downtown. 6 1.1% 18 3.3% 213 39.0% 292 53.5% 17 3.1% 546 

d. It is difficult for pedestrians to cross the intersection at 
Main Street and Tomichi Avenue. 63 11.5% 205 37.5% 112 20.5% 147 26.9% 20 3.7% 547 

answered question   549 
skipped question   49 

 

Downtown 

9. Over the years there has been discussion about creating a pedestrian mall downtown. 
Indicate your preference of the following choices: 

Best 
Option % 

Second 
Best 

Option 
% 

Third 
Best 

Option 
% Response 

Count 

a. The current practice of temporarily closing the first block of East Virginia Virginia, along with 
the IOOF Park (200 N. Main), works well for the events that are held downtown. 301 57.6% 103 19.7% 119 22.8% 523 

b. IOOF Park should be expanded by eliminating adjacent street parking and used for events, 
but East Virginia Avenue should be left open to through traffic. 65 12.9% 336 66.5% 104 20.6% 505 

c. Permanently close one-half of a block downtown to vehicles and provide a location for 
events and public gathering space. 161 31.3% 66 12.8% 288 55.9% 515 

answered question   528 
skipped question   70 

 

 

 



Most Important Actions to Achieve the Preferred Future 

10. Preferred Future Actions - Please indicate your level 
of agreement with the following potential actions the 
City of Gunnison could take to achieve its preferred 
future. The City should: 

strongly 
disagree % disagree % agree % strongly 

agree % 
unsure 
or no 

opinion 
% Response 

Count 

a. build a designated route from the airport to downtown 
with landscaped streets, sidewalks, and signs 53 10.0% 123 23.2% 210 39.5% 107 20.2% 38 7.2% 531 

b. repave streets 17 3.2% 153 28.8% 230 43.3% 92 17.3% 39 7.3% 531 
c. build more sidewalks 25 4.7% 139 26.3% 213 40.3% 113 21.4% 38 7.2% 528 
d. build more paths to parks, open spaces (i.e., VanTuyl 
Ranch) and schools 21 4.0% 82 15.6% 208 39.5% 191 36.3% 24 4.6% 526 

e. expand and improve the bus system in the city limits 17 3.2% 145 27.6% 181 34.4% 83 15.8% 100 19.0% 526 
f. improve appearances of city entrances 26 4.9% 109 20.6% 237 44.8% 133 25.1% 24 4.5% 529 
g. create more appealing roadways with landscaping, 
sidewalks, and street lighting 23 4.4% 107 20.4% 239 45.5% 125 23.8% 31 5.9% 525 

h. expand the Community Center (indoor walking track, 
weight room, gym area) 45 8.5% 130 24.5% 152 28.6% 145 27.3% 59 11.1% 531 

i. expand the variety of recreation programs 24 4.6% 121 23.0% 202 38.3% 103 19.5% 77 14.6% 527 
j. build a dog park 87 16.4% 124 23.4% 160 30.2% 118 22.3% 40 7.6% 529 
k. continue Cranor Hill ski operations 12 2.3% 40 7.5% 225 42.5% 191 36.0% 62 11.7% 530 
l. increase the number of public events 11 2.1% 80 15.2% 240 45.5% 139 26.3% 58 11.0% 528 
m. encourage affordable housing development 29 5.5% 65 12.3% 214 40.5% 180 34.1% 40 7.6% 528 
n. increase public transportation (i.e., frequency and 
stops) 19 3.6% 103 19.6% 194 36.9% 113 21.5% 97 18.4% 526 

answered question   536 
skipped question   62 

 

Preferred Future Actions                 

11. Which four future actions are the most important: 1st Choice % 2nd Choice % 3rd Choice % 4th Choice % 

Build a Designated Route from the Airport to Downtown 40 8.1% 25 5.2% 30 6.4% 31 7.0% 
Repave Streets 63 12.8% 35 7.2% 17 3.6% 19 4.3% 
Build More Sidewalks 35 7.1% 40 8.2% 20 4.3% 26 5.9% 
Build More Paths to Parks, Open Spaces & Schools 70 14.2% 57 11.8% 42 9.0% 38 8.6% 
Expand and Improve the Bus System 14 2.8% 7 1.4% 13 2.8% 13 2.9% 
Improve Appearances of City Entrances 25 5.1% 38 7.8% 37 7.9% 32 7.2% 
Create More Appealing Roadways 34 6.9% 39 8.0% 39 8.3% 33 7.4% 
Expand the Community Center 42 8.5% 42 8.7% 29 6.2% 21 4.7% 
Expand Recreation Programs 6 1.2% 26 5.4% 38 8.1% 27 6.1% 
Build a Dog Park 35 7.1% 28 5.8% 26 5.5% 29 6.5% 
Continue Cranor Hill Ski Operations 17 3.4% 50 10.3% 49 10.4% 30 6.8% 



Increase the Number of Public Events 22 4.5% 32 6.6% 40 8.5% 42 9.5% 
Encourage Affordable Housing Development 73 14.8% 34 7.0% 53 11.3% 45 10.2% 
Increase Public Transportation 16 3.2% 27 5.6% 31 6.6% 54 12.2% 
  Response Count 494   485   469   443   
    answered question 494 skipped question 104     
 

Economy and Collaboration 

12. Indicate how much you agree or disagree with the 
following statements: 

strongly 
disagree % disagree % agree % strongly 

agree % 
unsure 
or no 

opinion 
% Response 

Count 

a. The City, County, and nearby towns do a good job 
of working together on issues that affect people who 
live here. 

49 9.5% 139 26.9% 232 45.0% 15 2.9% 81 15.7% 516 

b. The greater community (public and private sector) 
has a clear vision for growing the economy. 110 21.3% 248 48.1% 76 14.7% 10 1.9% 72 14.0% 516 

c. Local governments and other important institutions 
like the university should work together to strengthen 
the economy. 

6 1.2% 6 1.2% 204 39.5% 292 56.5% 9 1.7% 517 

d. There are plenty of good paying jobs in the 
community. 194 37.7% 235 45.6% 43 8.3% 7 1.4% 36 7.0% 515 

answered question   519 
skipped question   79 

 

Economy and Collaboration 

14. Knowing that City projects are funded by local tax 
revenue, please indicate your level of agreement with 
the following. The City should use City tax revenue to: 

strongly 
disagree % disagree % agree % strongly 

agree % 
unsure 
or no 

opinion 
% Response 

Count 

a. maintain existing City facilities and services 7 1.4% 20 3.9% 286 56.4% 187 36.9% 7 1.4% 507 
b. increase tourism marketing 22 4.4% 127 25.1% 257 50.9% 78 15.4% 21 4.2% 505 
c. increase marketing to businesses that export goods 
and services 13 2.6% 119 23.7% 233 46.3% 83 16.5% 55 10.9% 503 

d. build more trails 41 8.1% 91 17.9% 205 40.4% 150 29.6% 20 3.9% 507 
e. increase recreation programming 28 5.6% 128 25.4% 234 46.5% 67 13.3% 46 9.1% 503 
f. help market WSCU to increase enrollment 43 8.5% 115 22.7% 187 36.9% 143 28.2% 19 3.7% 507 
g. build affordable housing 46 9.1% 116 23.0% 175 34.7% 137 27.2% 30 6.0% 504 
h. expand and improve public transportation in the city 30 6.0% 126 25.0% 209 41.5% 68 13.5% 71 14.1% 504 
i. increase senior transportation options 16 3.2% 70 13.9% 180 35.6% 68 13.5% 171 33.9% 505 
j. improve the city entrances 38 7.5% 125 24.8% 234 46.4% 77 15.3% 30 6.0% 504 
k. increase support for public events 12 2.4% 90 17.9% 279 55.5% 78 15.5% 44 8.7% 503 
l. increase support for non-profits and cultural facilities 32 6.4% 108 21.6% 224 44.8% 100 20.0% 36 7.2% 500 



m. build a designated route from the airport to 
downtown with landscaped streets, sidewalks and signs 71 13.9% 132 25.9% 196 38.5% 71 13.9% 39 7.7% 509 

n. repave streets 28 5.6% 124 24.6% 230 45.6% 83 16.5% 39 7.7% 504 
o. build more sidewalks 33 6.6% 152 30.4% 192 38.4% 92 18.4% 31 6.2% 500 
p. build more bike lanes and paths to parks, open 
spaces and schools 36 7.1% 95 18.8% 198 39.3% 148 29.4% 27 5.4% 504 

q. improve pedestrian crossings on all of Tomichi 
Avenue 39 7.7% 104 20.6% 157 31.1% 179 35.4% 26 5.1% 505 

r. improve pedestrian crossings on all of Main Street 41 8.2% 137 27.4% 160 32.0% 136 27.2% 26 5.2% 500 
answered question   513 

skipped question   85 
 

Economy and Collaboration                 

15. Which four City projects are the most important: 1st Choice % 2nd Choice % 3rd Choice % 4th Choice % 

Maintain Existing City Facilities and Services 125 27.4% 21 4.7% 20 4.6% 30 7.1% 
Increase Tourism Marketing 25 5.5% 34 7.6% 19 4.3% 21 5.0% 
Increase Marketing to Businesses that Export 24 5.3% 21 4.7% 25 5.7% 22 5.2% 
Build More Trails 36 7.9% 44 9.8% 26 5.9% 18 4.2% 
Increase Recreation Programming 4 0.9% 8 1.8% 16 3.7% 15 3.5% 
Help Market WSCU 42 9.2% 48 10.7% 28 6.4% 28 6.6% 
Build Affordable Housing 38 8.3% 35 7.8% 33 7.6% 28 6.6% 
Expand/Improve Public Transportation 8 1.8% 11 2.5% 19 4.3% 12 2.8% 
Increase Senior Transportation 9 2.0% 16 3.6% 21 4.8% 11 2.6% 
Improve the City Entrances 8 1.8% 20 4.5% 14 3.2% 20 4.7% 
Increase Support for Public Events 10 2.2% 10 2.2% 39 8.9% 21 5.0% 
Increase Support for Non-Profits 10 2.2% 17 3.8% 15 3.4% 31 7.3% 
Build a Designated Route from the Airport 6 1.3% 18 4.0% 16 3.7% 16 3.8% 
Repave Streets 20 4.4% 33 7.4% 20 4.6% 26 6.1% 
Build More Sidewalks 12 2.6% 22 4.9% 18 4.1% 18 4.2% 
More More Bike Lanes and Paths 16 3.5% 26 5.8% 42 9.6% 34 8.0% 
Improve Pedestrian Crossing on Tomichi 52 11.4% 27 6.0% 35 8.0% 37 8.7% 
Improve Pedestrian Crossing on Main 9 2.0% 35 7.8% 28 6.4% 31 7.3% 
  Response Count 457   448   437   424   
    answered question 457 skipped question 141     
 

 

 



Demographic Information: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

Age - are you: Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

younger than 18 0.2% 1 
18 - 24 10.5% 54 
25 - 34 12.3% 63 
35 - 44 23.0% 118 
45 -54 17.6% 90 
55 - 64 23.6% 121 
65 - 74 9.4% 48 
75 - 84 2.5% 13 
85 or older 0.8% 4 

answered question 512 
skipped question 86 

Do you: Response Percent Response Count 

own your home 72.6% 369 
rent your home 20.9% 106 
other 6.5% 33 

answered question 508 
skipped question 90 

Gender Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

male 49.4% 252 
female 50.2% 256 
other 0.4% 2 

answered question 510 
skipped question 88 Race Response 

Percent 
Response 

Count 

White not Hispanic 94.1% 476 
Hispanic or Latino 2.0% 10 
Two or more races 2.0% 10 
American Indian / Alaska Native 0.6% 3 
Black or Aftrican American 0.6% 3 
Asian 0.8% 4 
Native Hawaiian or Pacific 
Islander 0.0% 0 

answered question 506 
skipped question 92 

Your household income in 2013: Response Percent Response Count 

$0 - $9,999 6.5% 33 
$10,000 - $19,999 4.7% 24 
$20,000 - $29,999 6.1% 31 
$30,000 - $39,999 6.5% 33 
$40,000 - $49,999 9.4% 48 
$50,000 - $74,999 22.6% 115 
$75,000-$99,999 16.7% 85 
$100,000-$149,999 12.6% 64 
$150,000-$199,999 2.6% 13 
$200,000 or more 2.0% 10 
prefer not to say 10.2% 52 

answered question 508 
skipped question 90 

Marital Status Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

single, never married 16.0% 81 
married 62.3% 316 
separated 1.0% 5 
divorced 10.3% 52 
widowed 1.6% 8 
in a domestic partnership / civil union 2.2% 11 
single, cohabitating with a significant other 6.7% 34 

answered question 507 
skipped question 91 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How many children (aged 17 or 
younger) live in your household that 
you parent or guardian to? 

Response Percent Response Count 

None 68.4% 336 
1 12.8% 63 
2 15.5% 76 
3 1.8% 9 
4 1.4% 7 
More than 4 0.0% 0 

answered question 491 
skipped question 107 

Education Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Less than 9th grade 0.0% 0 
9th to 12th grade, no diploma 0.4% 2 
High school graduate or equivalent (e.g., GED) 2.9% 15 
Some college, no degree 18.5% 94 
Associate degree 4.7% 24 
Bachelor degree 39.5% 201 
Graduate or professional degree 34.0% 173 

answered question 509 
skipped question 89 

What is your main mode of transportation 
for work and to get around town? 

Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

walking 10.0% 51 
driving my own vehicle 61.8% 315 
carpooling 1.0% 5 
RTA bus 0.6% 3 
bicycle 26.1% 133 
skateboard 0.6% 3 

answered question 510 
skipped question 88 

How long have you lived in Gunnison County? Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

4 years or less 18.8% 96 
5 - 9 years 14.9% 76 
10 - 19 years 22.4% 114 
20 - 29 years 21.4% 109 
30 years or longer 21.8% 111 
I don't live in Gunnison County 0.8% 4 

answered question 510 
skipped question 88 



Do you reside: Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

in the Gunnison city limits 67.2% 344 
in the county, within three miles of the city limits 24.4% 125 
in Almont 0.6% 3 
in Crested Butte or Mt. Crested Butte 2.3% 12 
in CB South 1.0% 5 
in Pitkin or Ohio City 0.4% 2 
somewhere else in the county 2.9% 15 
in another county in Colorado 0.4% 2 
in another state 0.6% 3 
in another country 0.2% 1 

answered question 512 
skipped question 86 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where do you work? Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

In the city of Gunnison 63.7% 325 
in Crested Butte / Mt. Crested Butte 4.5% 23 
Somewhere else in the county 7.5% 38 
I'm unemployed, but looking for work 2.2% 11 
Unemployed, not looking for work 2.5% 13 
I work in my home 7.6% 39 
I'm retired 12.0% 61 
Disabled, not able to work 0.0% 0 

answered question 510 
skipped question 88 

Are you currently enrolled at WSCU? Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

yes 13.0% 66 
no 87.0% 441 

answered question 507 
skipped question 91 

What brought you to Gunnison? Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

I was born here 8.6% 44 
moved here for work 27.7% 141 
moved here for recreation 12.4% 63 
to attend Western 32.8% 167 
retired here 2.9% 15 
to be near family 5.3% 27 
personal relationship 8.6% 44 
small town lifestyle 21.4% 109 
the natural surroundings 17.5% 89 
I'm on vacation 0.2% 1 

answered question 509 
skipped question 89 



(13) Just like businesses compete, so do cities; there are more choices than ever before about where 
to locate.  What would be necessary to attract more people and business?

Friendliness, rule enforcement, neatness, safety, and information infrastructure. Passing through town currently doesn't 
attract people in any way. While there are leash and pet clean up rules in effect, there's no enforcement, resulting in loose 
dogs and animal waste everywhere, even in public parks, which is very unfriendly and unsafe to both residents and 
visitors. Walking around town and crossing the streets is very unsafe, especially for families and children. There's very little 
guidance to visitors, both physical and online, regarding the services, events, things to see, etc.
Build buffered bike lanes, connect all sidewalks, reduce pedestrian exposure (to traffic) by reducing lane width in 
pedestrian crossings, reduce speed limits in town, enforce speed limits, enforce leash laws and fine owners for not picking 
up after their pets, fine owners for releasing their pets in parks, fine owners for taking their pets in parks where they are 
prohibited.
Do not want to attract too much growth - moved here for small town lifestyle.  Better internet service could attract more 
professionals/ free lancers with small or home offices.  Also - more consistent year-round air service - should not just be for 
skiers.

A revival of downtown gunnison, we have begun to loose the events that give this small mountain town its charm. I also 
think it is vital to stop pushing out industries that can offer good jobs for locals therefore creatibg growth.

Maintain the historic integrity of downtown. Say "no" to ugly new boxy poorly made buildings. Make the downtown attractive 
to creative people who would want to move here. Find a way to encourage integration. Improve air travel & internet 
services so remote workers can realistically call Gunnison their home base. Support healthy lifestyles by improving safety 
for peds & bicyclists. Slow traffic down so people passing through can see the town and maybe stop for a while.

Encourage the arts, make downtown as beautiful as possible and make it safe and friendly for pedestrians and cyclists.  
Create a permanent downtown plaza at the north end of the first block of south main.  Work to ensure availability of 
RELIABLE high speed internet - hold franchise holders feet to the fire on meeting specific service standards.

Less competition within the City and more focus on competition with others.  Also, a strong partnership with Crested Butte.
Low costs in town.
Consistent attractions / events and not depending on summer and ski season.
Emphasis on the land and features of it aesthetically implanted in town and around town.
Expand city, attractions and higher minimum wage.
I think what would attract more people and businesses would be getting it out there in any way like newpaper, faceboook, 
making a website, posters, sending emails, talking to people.
Population.  Friendliness within the work place / community.  Drive of the people to increase an environment / experience 
rather than a "business."
Make it a little easier for businesses to build. And if you tell them they can do something before they start building, don't go 
back on your statement.

 1.tax breaks if a business provides good jobs and stays at least 10 years.
 2. help WScU grow grow grow.   

 3.free transportation around town and to ski area. 24/7
 4.conference center

5.more appealing downtown
Incentives for the types of businesses that Gunnison would like to have.
Taylor to the needs of many other demographics and interests.
More creativity. Doing something that will bring more attention to Gunnison.
Entertainment areas and chain businesses (including food!).
Open up to big business ie: corporations

I would just promote that Gunnison is an up coming city iwth many opportunities for families or single people.
More easy access to the beauty of the Gunnison Valley.
I think that because we are a tourist town and the mountain is so close, we do fine in terms of attracting people and 
businesses.

Andie
Typewritten Text
      Appendix E



Expansion.
More restaurants/amenities.  Increase awareness with CB and the Gunnison Valley as a whole.
Real jobs.  I'm tired of only having available jobs at McDonalds, Taco Bell, City Market, Wal-Mart, and many other 
corporate businesses at $8.75 an hour.
More communication with the University on potential internship that can be obtained and more business opportunities to 
students, potential or actual, that come to the valley.
Communicate the high demand in Gunnison for certain businesses that would benefit greatly from a town with a growing 
University.
Maybe more resturant options, later hours for more profit.
Prostitution
More restaurants and night life.
More stuff to do here.
Gunnison needs more businesses and entertainment places.  Many people I know that grew up with me in California said 
they would come to Gunnison if there was more to do.
Stay small.

Build an archway welcoming visitors to Gunnison like the entrance in Golden.  Plant more trees downtown.
Advertise what there is to do here for multiple targets / audiences.
Familarity
Develop a strong infrastructure that would capture the attention of middle aged families who could add skill to improve the 
city.

Need more reasons to come/stay here besides skiing at CB.  Make Gunnison more its own attraction.
Popular Stores
Advertise that skiing and snowboarding aren't the only winter attractions.
Nothing.  The people who want to be here will be here.

 Increase enrollment at WSCU.
Expand the Crested Butte and Monarch Ski Areas.
A department of creativity, with a staff. Stop hiring outside consultants to find creative ways to do things. form a department 
within community development. The Department of Creativity.

A comprehensive growth plan that is well integrated among the economic drivers that capitalizes on our strengths (current 
economic drivers and natural resources) and is well funded and marketed regionally, nationally and even internationally to 
some degree.  We are stuck in a very seasonal economy that is too dependent on tourism.
Good quality, affordable rental housing for initial home.
Jobs, house prices that people can afford
Super Walmart. Good shopping  higher paying jobs and cheaper housing.

 Affordable housing
Jobs that pay more than minimum wage.

Well-paying jobs that aren't in the service industry or retail. Jobs that reflect the expertise of our community (hello, 
science!!!). The availability of affordable housing for our highly-educated, severely underpaid workforce. Cultural diversity, 
and greater integration of the latino and white communities. A thriving downtown with a variety of cultural events, 
particularly art and theatre. Gunnison already has sports on lock.
better employment opportunities;  some industry
good schools, broadband capability,

WiFi, increase density of R2, re vamp the chamber, promote local expanding businesses, Use the ice rink more (Trade 
show, concerts), traffic circle by Fulmer's Ace, manicure the river at water park (scrap kayakable waves) and west Tomichi, 
2 or 3 pedestrian bridges over Tomichi. Expand IOOF and move xmas celebration there, consistent stop and yield signs 
through the neighborhood, public business incubator space, walkable river path from North Bridge to white water park, 
lower commercial tax, etc.
Agree on economic development plan
Agree on who we are and build on it
Jobs, Jobs, Jobs.  We need light industry, planning willing to help business grow, expand or locate.  We need to say YES 
and HELP



Developing Arts and Music. Downtown is failing.
Reliable internet connectivity countywide.  This is critical in attracting-- and retaining-- small-scale entrepreneurs & others 
who will make money elsewhere but spend it locally.  Reliable-- **affordable**-- air transportation would also go a long 
ways on this front.

more affordable housing, job wages better matching cost of living, better variety of shopping opportunities
more stores to chose from, restaurants.

tax breaks for small business owners, affordable land and development options, affordable permitting for building; more 
events, activities (festivals, races...)  more quality private restaurants and small business

I think a more attractive downtown business area - modeled off of the street layout of downtown Grand Junction - would be 
a huge step forward in attracting new customers, new businesses and new events/festivals to town. People like cute towns. 
They don't like towns that feel like slow "po-dunk" cow towns. A central business district with an attractive, artistic and fun 
downtown is instrumental in promoting your town. Look at Steamboat, Salida, Durango - they all have really pedestrian-
friendly, modern, arts-filled business districts - and it has paid off immensely for those towns. I think Gunnison could have 
the same if we approached our plan with some creativity. Furthermore, I do not think that we should put energy into 
improving the route from the airport to downtown. We need areas that are improved for locals and tourists alike - not areas 
that appeal only to tourists. Think long term - you want people to visit and then think…"i'd love to live here."  I think that we 
would be wiser to put our money first on the three-block long Main Street business district and second on the driving routes 
coming from Monarch and Montrose.
Jobs Jobs Jobs. That brings people to live here not just visit occasionally.

having a healthy university is a huge bonus to the city of Gunnison, having the ski area that is healthy and thriving adds to 
our county!  Providing and encouraging educational and recreational opportunities bring and invite people to gunnison. like 
the teachers institute through continuing education at western. and graduate programs.  opps to be outside with or without 
guidance.   gunnison nordic!!!!  huge wonderful winter time plus.  trails commission thank you

Unfortunately there is nothing here to keep our teenagers here as they mature and begin their own families. They need 
entertainment and good jobs! It certainly wouldn't hurt for Walmart to grow, which might increase the potential for chain 
stores and restaurants like Home Depot, Village Inn, Dennys, Applebees, etc. An increase in service jobs would be a start 
and may be a catalyst for additional industry.
Lower cost of living
Build a great city and business will come.  Do put a bunch of money into fictious economic development.  Transfer Tourism 
Association funding into promoting basic sector jobs.
Make it easier for new local small businesses to start up here in Gunnison.

 air transportaiton
 more shopping - not because I think we need it but because that's what people like to do

housing
 Gunnison needs better senior services- transportation and residential care facility. 

The entrances to the city need to look better.
n/a
n/a
Promote Gunnison as a safe and friendly place to live, with low crime rates compared to other cities. I also think that more 
public art will attract people to Gunnison (Murals, art walk, local art).
n/a
n/a
Things that are not whithin the city's ability to control, such as a large scale mining operation, might attract more people 
and business.
n/a
n/a
n/a



A senior center with a paid staff person! The 2012 census showed Gunnison's population growth for people 65+ was the 
 highest in CO at 40% growth (State of CO was 30%). 

People who have ever vactioned here: hiked, skied, biked, hunted, fished, fell in love with Gunnison Valley and decided to 
retire here (albiet- second home owners). They are becomning involved in all community activities. They want one-floor, 
energy efficient, affordable housing in the city. Ask your realtors who thier sales are to...

 1. Good, befited positions that pay above $30,000 per year.
2. Good health care professionals and services.
n/a

Gunnison needs more character and less chain/ franchise sotres. We could also use more aesthetics on HWY 50.
We need to bring in more large and small businesses that pay a good, fair wage.
I think we need to attract more business and less people.
Nothing, population growth is inevitable. As opposed to football, the university should focus on winter sports to attract 
people to the valley. At the college, Mountain biking, Alpine and Nordic Ski racing, as well as Snowboarding should recieve 
more funding.
The city needs better health care options and more- good paying jobs.
n/a
Less hassles for businesses that are trying to come into the valley. Better selection of restaurants and food varieties.   A 
better cohesion between the town and the University.
Keep the current character of the City of Gunnison.

Gunnison has the appearance of being stagnant.  The downtown business area is passé and not current.  The restaurants 
hold the area, but the small trinket stores add little to the  ambience of the 1-300 blocks of N Main.  If you want an area for 
'events' to close off part of the downtown area it should be the 100 block of S Main,  not E. Virginia.  There are too many 
trailer parks in Gunnison.  You really can't go two blocks without encountering one except for the W Mtn Subdivision.  It 
'trashes' the City appearance.
Better management of key resources:  schools, Chamber, some government departments, esthetic interest of entrances, 
Tomichi and Main street.
For WSCU students and young adults - availability of night-life. For all - better paying jobs and expanded housing 
opportunities for all age groups.

Better paying jobs, including University jobs.  One has to accept lower wages, relative to prices, to live in Gunnison.

Maintain the feel of Gunnison, no sprawling development that will dramatically change the entrances to town. Sprawl is not 
a form of planning but a complete lack of it, I don't want Gunnison to end up looking like Montrose, infill first! Require 
developers to pay their own way, no handouts, that will encourage well thought out development.

Marketing...The city should market itself in terms of what's here (recreation, university, agriculture, etc.)
sports bar or good beer pub; businesses open after 5 and all weekend, jobs, good schools
better housing. a lot of the houses in gunnison are run down.

 Better Internet with redundancy.
 Not paying $500 to fly to DIA

Having better well paying options for spouses/partners.  i.e. - many times persons come here for a well paying position, but 
the spouse/partner is unable to find any suitable employment - result + both leave the area...
Decreased cost of quality housing, higher paying positions for professionals

Jobs that pay a living wage, AFFORDABLE housing, affordable rentals/leases for start up businesses where the building 
owner doesn't raise the rent/lease so high the business can't afford to be there. Sidewalk dining on main street would be a 
wonderful addition to dining. It is beautiful here during the summer and very few places have patio dining.
Better-paying jobs. Better rental housing, with enforcement of health, safety and renter abuse.
Better restaurants in Gunni



Gunnison should focus on its outstanding recreational amenities to develop sustainable, quality jobs.  The biggest obstacle 
to Gunnison's future is the difficulty of getting to Gunnison.  There need to be multiple, competitive ways for outdoor 
recreation tourists to reach the area.  The lowest hanging fruit is good bus connections from Montrose and Grand Junction.  
Next in importance (only because it's much harder to accomplish) is cheaper and more frequent flights into Gunnison.  
Right now no one from California considers Gunnison /Crested Butte because it's so hard to get here (I live in LA and 
Gunnison).  That's 65 million people who by themselves are the 6th largest economy in the world.  And they're not Texans.  
QED
An Art Museum, public transportation, a train line between the airport and Crested Butte, an increase in hiking/biking trails 
in the valley.
Better paying jobs.

encourage business development in manufacturing and technical industries to provide many many mor good paying jobs
warmer winters

 Affordable housing for employees
Market quality of life to attract businesses and location on U S Highway
affordable housing
More pet friendly and dog parks.

Dog friendly, big retail businesses like kohls, home depot, or barnes and noble. Expand the community center. Fund 
education. Families will move here  if there's good school systems in place.

 MORATORIUM ON MANUFACTURING AND RETAILING MARIJUANNA.
 
MARKET MEDIUM SIZE MANUFACTURING COMPANIES AND OFFER TAX INCENTIVES

I believe it is bad behavior to expand volume of people and bussiness. Rather improve quality instead. Population 
extremes are responsible for many if not most problems. Simply throwing money at problems, simply throws away money. 
Proper planning and responsible proffesional spending helps.

Better paying jobs, more affordable housing, better shopping options and better school systems.
probably tax incentives

 More affordable housing.
Better paying jobs.
more industry to create higher paying jobs.

Permits being more friendly and it being more affordable to bring a business into town.  We need more restaurants (fast 
food and sit down).  We need more big retail stores like a super Wal-mart, Target, etc. We do not need an auto parts store 
when we already have 2 local ones that will take business away from them, or another hardware store, etc. We need 
headquarters to come to Gunnison, like the Dept. of Game and Fish, etc.
There are plenty of recreational opportunities. Improve things like arts, library, etc.
Year-round jobs and affordable housing! An alternative high school that was effective, there's a big need on the western 
slope.
parks, trails, more and BETTER restaurants, and small retail stores.

adequate water, sewer, and transportation improvements (paving, sidewalks, bus routes & schedules)
options in retail and employment

A dedicated bike path system that would allow visitors to venture towards Hartmans, Blue Mesa, or Almont. Much like the 
Roaring Fork Corridor & Summit County. Utilize old railroad grades. Also the public transport system could be greatly 
improved upon. Although extravagant, a train system from Gunnison to CB would attract media, interest & users.

 better paying jobs and offerings; 
 better/more restaurants to get people out

 more free/low cost activites around town
better sense of community within valley
If the city grows, I hope we don't let beautiful Gunnison sprawl out. I'd prefer some well-planned density (with an emphasis 
on walkability) to a spread-out city that looks like Everywhere, USA.



lower business taxs
More industry, affordable housing, family amenities (such as trails, theaters, farmer's markets, rec. center, etc.), availability 
of good healthcare, availability of good/services.
The downtown lacks energy.  Almost all of main street is closed on Sunday.

Many streets in Salida have 20 mph posted, downtown Salida is 15 mph. Delta has school zones posted at 15 mph, Delta 
 has 25 mph posted before downtown begins. 

Our own Crested Butte has 15 mph posted throughout downtown, schools, and all residential streets. It just feels friendly 
 and to see so many citizens walking, biking, and just being out on the streets makes me want the same. 

Gunnison: business district North from Van Tyle to Spencer [45 mph] Spencer to Denver [40 mph], and Denver to Ohio [30 
mph but many vehicles are still going 35 - 40 mph]. You tell me, what feels attractive, cars racing to get somewhere on city 
streets, or well marked bike lanes, sidewalks, adults and children [where have the kids gone in this town, I never see them 
out and about] go places, stopping to talk, add 20 mph city wide, roundabouts not streetlights [there is a flower garden op 
right in a roundabouts middle]. Do the same on Tomichi, reduce entrance speeds, add bike lanes, crosswalks, give us 
reduced speeds for motorists and people will actually See our town, businesses, people out and about, and hopefully the 
children will slowly return when they feel safer just moving about without a car driving them everywhere. Gunnison just 
does not feel friendly like other places with traffic calming measures built into their infrastructure.
Recreational Paths.

Gunnison County does NOT have enough year round full time jobs which will eventually effect the base line economy.  
More so in Crested Butte.  And both ends of  the valley need to get along to move forward.  How about the TA?  That is a 
joke.  The County Commissioners with their own agenda-ha.  Did we really need a new jail?  Get rid of the Affordable 
Housing Linkage fee-really do I need to pay the way for someone else who does not want to work hard and save money to 
purchase a home.  This place is to remote to bring in new businesses.  This survey is stupid as you keep asking the same 
thing in different sections.  How much time do you think I have?
Better paying jobs.  More jobs.  The cost of buying a home should be less, and a NICE home, not one that is a dive!  The 
cost of buying groceries, etc locally is exorbitant.  Everyone preaches to "buy local", well, local businesses need to price 
things accordingly!

Make it easier and less expensive to fly here. Make small business welcome. Feature and highlight the small businesses 
that we do have here. The other two things we can't change: cold climate and lack of proximity to large cities.
Infrastructure to lure tech companies

I think we need to value the residents that we have before we try to bring more in.  The job market is highly competitive, 
pay is generally low, and cost of living is high.  Why would you bring more people here without the infrastructure/support to 
do so? It seems like a backwards plan...

More professional jobs -- technical / software / etc.  Small footprint, high pay.  Incentivize a software or engineering or 
marketing firm to put an office here like in vail.  Also more industrial / mining should be promoted where possible.

Only attract businesses that can sustain themselves, or the burden will fall to the same group of citizens to support long 
term infrastructure.  Walmart is not economic development- it's added burden on existing social service systems. If they 
pay their own way it's fine, but no  more corporate welfare!!!  We need better internet and air traffic if we want better jobs.

stable, good paying jobs, art/entertainment, quit believing we need to stay small and hidden....  compete w Durango and 
Steamboat-  work together to grow WSCU  and attract students, tourists and professionals
More cultural events and food.  Our restaurants, shopping, and downtown area are very dull and don't stay open past 5 pm 
(if that).

I like the Gunnison the way it is.  Those who want to live in a larger community should move to Montrose.



 fast reliable and "easy" Internet access
 attract "work from home" and telecommute people

target retirement-aged people by making sure neighborhoods are safe, quite, stable, and not full of junk/trash
 Additional flights into and out of the airport.

 Willingness to work with interested viable businesses to meet their needs.
 Support of local schools as possible to create an outstanding system.

Maintenance of strong sense of community by supporting all interest groups.
We don't need more people - its part of the reason to live here - not a mess of people everywhere - forget that one and let it 
happen on its own.
Allow chain restaurants to come in to the Gunnison area.  I think you can allow more to come in without hurting the current 
local business.  You have to let bigger chain restaurant to come in.
Create more job oppertunities.
stable income
allow more businesses that pay well in the community.
A stronger downtown with more stores and restaurants. More goods and services
Growth. Jobs have to be available for people to make a living.
Quality of business other than cute shops.

 A better flow for Main Street, with more arts & entertainment options.
 
A wholistic community support for schools and seniors.
better paying jobs and lower taxes

Turn downtown/main street into a pedestrian friendly space instead of the primary traffic thoroughfare for 50 and 135. Look 
to Salida or similar towns that have vibrant downtowns due to the planning layout. Create a connection between downtown 
and the river park. Do a public/commercial development along the Gunnison River.
Good paying jobs and affordable housing.
More well paying jobs.

I don't want to attract more businesses. One of Gunnison's charms is it's size, and I don't want to attract more businesses 
to compete with all of the small storefronts/restaurants that are already here. To make Gunnison a more competitive 
destination, we need to market/develop our vast recreation opportunities and educational programs. The only thing I might 
encourage, in terms of business growth, is working to develop a more vibrant night-life. It would be nice to have a brewery 
again, and possibly one or two more good music venues (in bars or restaurants). But I think many locals agree that they 
want minimum building development (especially along the highway)--let's market and enhance what is already here! Not 
just build more.
Better and redundant internet.

Why in the hell do you want to attract more people??? If you want more people move to Denver or Summit county! Can't 
anything or anywhere be left alone?  The small town unclutered spaces and wildlife is why we live here. If YOU need a 
bigger town you NEED to MOVE....NOW!!!!!! As far as businesses are concerned. Only small environmentally correct 
bussiness should be sought.
More affordable rent in town for businesses and jobs that pay a living wage for people
More consistent year round employment opportunities.
tax break for businesses

 Affordable housing
Better planning and zoning (business away from residential)
Technology jobs and fast internet and access to outdoor trail systems
Higher paying jobs
afforadble housing good paying blue collar jobs
affordable housing
Trails, paths and sidewalks around town, access to public lands, non motorized trails on public lands close to town for 
walking, hiking and biking, winter indoor amenities like the Community Center and Ice Rink: all quality of life amenities. 
Then tax breaks for business relocation.

A reliable and truly high speed internet with comparable upload and download speeds to urban locations.



outdoor activities geared for all ages, safe non-motorized transportation routes within the city, health care facilities
better paying jobs, more flexible regulations

Increase non-motorized trail systems along with non-motorized recreational opportunities.  Work on becoming a leader in 
renewable energy (wind and solar). Offer incentives for high-tech companies and/or small businesses who offer speciality 

 items that may do most of there sales online like castle creek guitars. 
Need better night life opportunities such as a sports bar/restaurant that doesn't turn into a loud over crowed place for 
drunks at 9 pm.

Prioritize peds and bikes over cars for street crossings and connectivity. Expand trail systems into signal peak area and 
palisades area across river from VT Ranch. Make CBD go all the way to Denver St. Work more with WSCU to make it  
more of a college town. Promote arts and cultural events. I think these are things that attract people and business. Good 
schools and good towns are an attraction.
Better and more consistent internet and cell services, better air schedules for travel and for the University students to get 
out on key weekends, working through permits in a timely fashion.  Put more money into attracting and promoting 
businesses that would serve the 2000+ students.

Seek to attract businesses associated with the arts and sciences--smart people who create jobs and bring cultural vitality 
and variety to the valley.  Robust cultural facilities should help with creating this kind of visibility.
Light industry

We need a unified vision for our city that plays on our strengths like outdoor recreation, hockey, Western, wild west.  We 
also need better choices for dining and nightlife.  This town desperately lacks a music, art, food, and adult beverage scene.  
Downtown Grand Junction and Salida should be looked to as influences.  They both have loads of culture within their 
communities.  Continue to strive to be bike friendly.  Gunnison needs a culture that defines us.
Industries that employ year round.
Recreation amenities will always help, but I am against uncontrolled recreation development that impacts wildlife and the 
scenic and resource amenities we already have in the valley.
Better health care services and internet services.
A good start (or goal) would be a street-way much like Grand Junction's pedestrian road-mall. Dream big! Plan, plan, plan. 
Create the plan with ideal best-case scenarios. Adjust the plan constantly according to reality and real changes. There are 
many progressive cities with good ideas and good plans. Research the ones you like and the ones who might best fit our 

 reality.
 Also research other progressive cities and how they encourage and invite entrepreneurs.
More affordable housing. I'm in the process of relocating and at this point I'm considering turning down a job because of the 
cost and condition of the properties available.
Focus on quality before quantity.
It would be great to have a connected community of entrepreneurs and a place for them to work (incubator?)  Western and 
the north end of the valley should be a part of it too.
Why not strive for a stable economy vs a growing economy?
Better paying jobs and more affordable housing.

Raise faculty salaries at University and more job opportunities for spouses - otherwise many can't afford to live here and 
will leave. I'll be forced too soon. That and the housing here is utterly terrible. Home prices are way to high given mean 
salaries in the City and the quality is terrible and there are scant few good builders and repair persons. It's really bad.

 Openness by the community at large for various scales of economic development. Such as Farmers Markets to Targets.
One/two major grocery stores (Safeway too expensive) does not create incentive to lower food prices and overall costs of 
living.
fast, dependable internet access
More good paying jobs.
friendly business accument , more supportive of downtown business.
more manufacturing and festivals

 Nicer looking community
Consisderation of needs of new types of business, e.g., the Van Tuyl retail area



Encourage small industry and manufacturing, research services and products not available in Gunnison and publish 
results.
Strengthening WSCU by increasing enrollment and adding programs should be the #1 priority in terms of economic 
development and/or increasing population.

why do they have to always make sure the others are contributing before they consider the merits of funding a proposal (a); 
senior recreation, bike paths and more walking paths, more expansive health care -- we lose a lot of middle class seniors 
who relocate to communities with more amenities for them - more diverse ethnic restaurants

improved access to recreation like Hartman's rocks.  Improved whitewater park.  Better paying jobs.
airport service - more consistent flights year around
Business friendly municipal regulations

More industry, less property taxes, tax incentives to move businesses here.  It’s like having a sale, make it affordable, even 
NYC is backing off of taxes to encourage industry and commerce.
Florida weather.  Who wants growth?  Enjoy sustainablility.
better air service to GUC, better bandwith
?
Making sure the city remains a tourism hub and an excellent place to raise a family.

Better technology infrastructure. Tax incentives for businesses. Lower commercial property taxes
marketing to texas and oklahoma
Public Transportation Infrastructure

better and more jobs is Huge.  people move to where they get a job.  People make a sacrifice to live in Gunnison.  Stop 
wasting money building new government offices and facilities just because you need to keep up with the jonses.  spend our 
tax money on things that improve the whole community not just government employees with cake jobs that want a bigger 
and nicer office.  Lame!!

 more entertainment options. 
 increased strength of public schools/education

more nearby recreational opportunities (trails, primarily, like W Mtn trail to Hartmans; old railbed trail to Blue Mesa, etc.)

Offer things they don't have or can't offer. Let business be creative and come up with new ideas and try new things.
Affordable housing

The appearance of Gunnison, and the overall junky appearance of most parts of town, are a big detriment.

Jobs that offer high incomes.  Diversity of job options.  High quality education and school system for children.
We need to have larger businnes like super wal mart or target along with some larger food chains in to supply the amount 
of good paying jobs to the city.  That would also attract good tourisim by providing more choices foe eating and shopping to 
get the supplies they need.
more jobs, affordable housing and public transportation options
Our city shuts down at 10pm with only bars that are open. To attract more students and more money into the area, an all 
night diner or something other than loves needs to be open for food.

People who move to this area do so due to recreation, health and wellness. Obviously skiing, hunting, biking, fishing, 
camping, boating and to get away from the rift raft in the big cities!:) Safety is a major issues for families with children, keep 
them safe! First choice is a great idea for the young skiers. To keep the youth further out of trouble that Rec Center really 
needs more as far as amenities. Maybe weight room, racquetball courts, hot tubs/ saunas, a room besides a basketball 
court for zumba, yoga, etc. cardio room...
if possible, try to gear the improvements and direction of growth to the appropriate demographic of visitors and their 
interests.

 Warner weather ;)
 
More pedestrian/welcoming downtown. It currently feels like a highway, which it is.



Integrate shopping into the community with multi-use zoning.  residents shouldn't have to go to a strip mall to make 'corner 
store' purchases. Focus on promoting local business growth opportunities.
Welcoming downtown area.
more jobs with decent pay

 I personally would leave Gunnison and sell my house if there were more people and businesses.
I love Gunnison because it is remote and away from all the people and big box stores. To attract more people to me is a 
mistake and would ruin the uniqueness of the valley and surrounding area. It kills me to see huge houses up Ohio Creek 
and on top of beautiful mountainsides on the way to Crested Butte. Gunnison is a special place because of the wide open 

 space an beauty and because it is not built up with houses and stores.
Less is more.
Great public school system; array of quality activities (arts, recreation, sporting and cultural events); good internet 
connectivity; effective transportation in and out of the city; a variety of retail establishments and restaurants; a sense that 
the city is in control of its own economy
More better-paying job opportunities.

 Lifestyle
 Access to rec areas and rec center
 Educated and motivated population

Good schools

 Internet redundancy.
 Consistent mountain town architectural theme downtown.

 Slow down traffic on Tomichi and narrow the street to invite pedestrians and shoppers.
Stop the sprawl that spoils landscapes and groundwater outside town. If you aren't a rancher, why does someone need a 
0.25 acre plus estate? Let us non-ranchers live in town where impact is less to help retain our ranching heritage, conserve 
the natural environment, and encourage enjoyment of the outdoors by both locals and visitors.
easier lur, less expensive to live and build or run a business.

Lower business taxes. Create more jobs other than service industry, (ie. light manufacturing, logging, mining, agriculture.) 
Quit putting all our eggs in the basket of tourism and second homeowners. Create tax incentives to attract businesses.

Your city planner is out of control. Fire his ass! He has too much power and makes it too difficult for potential business

Place a high priority on maintaining existing clean & healthy environment, active lifestyle, low crime rate, friendly people 
and strong sense of community. Those are our strong points and we don't want to lose them. Within that framework work 
with the business community to pay living wages, aim for more competitive pricing, cooperate on valley wide marketing and 
shop local campaigns. High speed internet connections will be increasingly important if we want to attract tech based jobs 
that can live anywhere they want if they have good connectivity. Use our low average temperature to attract computer 
server farms for cloud storage which need cool temps to operate efficiently. This would be a high paying and minimally 
polluting industry that could provide local jobs. On top of that, work to maintain & improve schools and improve access to 
affordable medical & dental care. Stick to the basics and never lose sight of the fact that quality of life is at least as 
important as a big paycheck. As the rest of the world goes to hell our quality of life will be an increasingly valuable selling 
point.
Trail systems, aethesticlly appealing, things to do, safe CLEAN town!

More and better restaurants.  Better trails and sidewalks. More emphasis on the recreational amenities here. More 
connection to Hartmans and the recreational lifestyle that is available here.
No answer

Growth in every aspect.  Gunnison needs to increase winter business.  There is no income here in the winter.  We need to 
attract more business and industry to grow the economy.  Trails do not make money.  We have plenty of outdoor recreation 
we just need to attract more tourists to take advantage of those opportunities.



 Broadband capacity and redundancy
Increase community livability with improved pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure
Affordable access , i.e. Public transportation and lower airline fares.
More grocery/ general shopping choices, More restaurant choices, Stronger public school system Nicer housing 
developments

 Affordability- Gunnison has a very high standard of living.
 Job availability-that goes beyond waitressing

But then again is attracting more people and businesses necessary?
Economic development small business incubator
Encourage small business an small/mid scale manufacturing.
Affordable housing and year-round (not seasonal) jobs
Many parts of the city look like a junk yard; clean it up.
Jobs

Light industry and decent paying jobs. A tourist based economy does not support young people in this town. An older 
population is taking over and the town is not a vibrant, growing community.

High paying jobs that bring in innovative technologies, renewable infrastructure, engineers, and science. Also there should 
be more trade skills taught to kids as they leave the high schools to create a strong local infrastructure to support a growing 
economy. Finally, there is a need to develop reliable transportation systems within the city.

Recreation.  More mountain biking and similar activities that promote tourism.  People will live hear for quality of life as well 
as to capitalize on visitors.  As the generations change, more and more people prioritize recreation in their life.  I leave 
every summer to visit other places that are developing trail systems that are more modern than ours.
More pedestrian friendly Main and Tomichi
steady income commensurate with living in this area. allowing varibility in building design. allowing large scale retail to 
modify their property to allow growth to increase the job availability
Bigger stores/shopping options
Good paying jobs, allowing business to come into our town.  Offering  more affordable housing.

 Recreation!!!!!,need more hiking and biking trails!!!!!!. 
  MUST KEEP OPEN ACCESS TO PUBLIC LANDS.

Better restaurants and opportunities in the valley for people to socialize, study, work, play, interact, etc. Also, options for 
more convenient access (business hours) for things like grocery shopping, wholesome food, studying, coffee, etc.
affordable housing, increased wages, increase competition for "staple" goods including grocery, gas, utilities to decrease 
cost of living average
try to attract more high tech and/or telecommuters, these folks love the outdoor activities that our area has to offer, cycling, 

 skiing, hiking, camping, lake, etc.  
try to attract these businesses because they do not rely on as much shipping, (we are remote location) and they generally 
pay higher salaries

I've lived in Gunnison 20 years and at it's core the community is still the same...in positive and negative ways.  There are 
very few family-oriented amenities in this community, rental and real-estate markets are still skewed too high, incomes are 
really low,  and even after 20 years very little has been done to physically make the town more attractive to businesses and 
visitors.  I see the City of Gunnison still struggling with it's identity after 134 years.  A clear vision would be helpful ie.  for 
the next 10 years the City of Gunnison will attract small, green businesses and a recreation/tourism driven economy OR for 
the next 10 years the City of Gunnison will promote it's ranching community and attract agricultural based industries.  At 
this point find an identity and stick with it.
Develop trails and other recreation opportunities on public lands.
Encourage small niche businesses in manufacturing.  We need a great brewery.
Stop making to so damn hard to create new business by having reasonable building and permitting process.  Currently 
they stop any reasonable growth!
More/better jobs & schools.



Make it a place that people want to return to.  Someone recently wrote an editorial about our city. I have to agree. The city 
looks old and neglected. WELCOME manufacturing, medical, BIG business with large amount of employees. All with 
prosper and then we can afford to improve the city.  CB looks wonderful and well kept because of outside second 
homeowners spending and paying taxes. Gunnison COUNTY is CB and Gunnison. Stop making them seperated.

Decent paying year round employment to foster a better economic environment.  A bit more flexibility from the city and 
county regarding business opportunities (think the pellet factory that never happened, other business that have either 
moved from gunnison or never opened in the first place).  More access to specialists at the hospital even if it is only 
2X/month.  A decent senior living center is high on the list.  I would happily vote for a tax increase to fund a senior center.  
Also, CB and Gunnison have got to get on board and realize it is all one valley.  This up valley/down valley thing is absurd.  
And while I am biased being a gunnison resident, I think a lot more effort needs to be expended by the rather insular and 
self satisfied Crested Butte community!  For example, how is it that Crested Butte manages to raise millions of dollars, no 
problem, for an art center while our own art center struggles.  Why is it that PAWS was not as supportive as they could 
have been of the Gunnison Valley Animal Shelter.  The atmosphere in CB is pretty self satisfied.  I'd love to see a dog park.
maintaining a city personality, not letting box shaped stores dominate the commercial areas. Say NO to more of the cinder 
block construction that has no personality or contribution to the 'look' of our mountain town. Too many ugly buildings are 
going up around town.
Good paying jobs with benefits outside of State and government jobs. The non-ferderal or state jobs do not allow for a 
living wage to buy a house and/or raise a family in Gunnison.
More housing options under $170K
cottage industries? more amenities for tourists?
more varied job offerings.  redundant internet connection

Emphasize the qualities of life that appeal to the people who already live here.  Improve ease of getting around carless; 
safety of biking and walking.  Regulate signage to keep it low-profile.  Support the arts.  Work with the university to greatly 
expand 'camps' that are commensurate with education, from astronomy camps for high-schoolers to Elderhostels.  
Encourage light manufacturing and other such businesses.
open minded dicussions with different types of businesses instead of political road blocks.
attainable housing, better paying jobs, infrastructure that supports business needs
Free high speed internet
More job opportunities.  Improved airline service.  More attractive community with nicer buildings and better code 
enforcement.

Regarding the City of Gunnison, the number one thing the City could do is fire Steve Westbay.  He has done nothing 
positive for the City!  We need a community development director that seeks out new development/investors, not try to 
deter them at every turn.  We need to be welcoming, not "you can't do that".  Part of this responsibility is the citizens of 
Gunnison.  But they vote for the people who are in office, so it appears that the majority of citizens in Gunnison want what 
we currently have.  I don't have any suggestions for how to change that.
Keeping the focus on affordable housing, public amenities, and growing a stronger local business-based economy. (i.e. 
fewer big boxes that direct attention away from downtown)
dont know

A friendly business environment. Improved transportation for people and products in and out of the valley. Broadband 
redundancy and continued improvement of the bandwidth. Property costs continues to be a block for new and expanding 
businesses. Then we can market the benefits of doing business in the city/county.

more affordable housing, night classes at the university, nationally known places to shop, more affordable shopping



Start by lowering the speed limit on residential and commercial streets. 30 mph is dangerous for cyclist and pedestrians [I 
live on N. Taylor St. and drivers routinely go 35-45 mph and I have never seen a police stop anyone for speeding, never!]. 
30mph does not encourage citizens to get out of their cars and trucks and walk or cycle, the speeds are just too high. 35 
mph on Tomichi, redeculous, too fast. 40 mph from Spencer to Denver going south, how in the hell can one cross the 
street there on foot or a bicycle, and often that speed is maintained on into N 600, N 500, and N 400 Main street. NOT 
friendly. The town feels like a free-for-all for speeders. Have you ever seen someone pulled over for speeding, anywhere? 
Think about it. Today's growing cities large and small that attract businesses are developing public transportation, 
encourage cycling with reduced speed limits for cars and trucks, have designated bicycle boulevards with traffic calming 
measures, have traffic circles instead of "another street light [Spencer and 135, so stupid, and at what cost?]," and have a 
city planning department that actually seeks alternatives to what infrastructure is in place. If you just accommodate the car 
and truck more so with the status quo, we, Gunnison, just look mean and red neck and all you will be left with are people in 
a hurry to get gas and get out of town. Reduce the speed limit on all residential streets to 20 mph, school zones 15 mph, 

 permanently, 24/7.  
 Entrance to town: 

 Going south on hwy 135, 45 mph at Ohio Creek Road, then down to 20 mph before Spencer.
 Going west on hwy 50, 20 mph from before McDonalds.
 Going east on Hwy 50, 20 mph from before W New York.

 Add to all entrances to town : bike lanes, safe and easy pedestrian crossings throughout.
What will tourists see and feel? They will see more people out of their cars, walking, talking, using sidewalks, getting 
around by bicycle, using public transportation, and they will want to park and do the same. All because Gunnison now feels 
friendly, adults and kids alike, moving about the town feeling safe from excessive traffic at excessive speeds. That, is what 
will make Gunnison attractive, to see more people [locals and visitors] out of their cars and trucks on the streets. Be 
friendly, not loud and in a hurry. Slow down and see the town and its people. Stay awhile, and feel the friendly.
easier air travel for reasonable prices.
Better, higher paying jobs and affordable housing
Broadband Internet and better air service
A more reliable options for jobs other than seasonal/tourism.

 variety and affordable housing options
 increase higher wage jobs so you can afford to live here

enhance recreational opportunities
 Keep our school system strong

 More emphasis on the arts -- too recreation oriented
Ease of getting in and out via air

 New library with more meeting room space, enhanced children's center. 
 More rec paths 

 More attractive downtown landscaping. 
Safer pedestrian crossings for Main St. and Tomichi

Business FRIENDLY attitude "stop I am here now everyone else stay away" attitude. Too many hoops to jump through.
Invite businesses...explain what our community has to offer to them, their business, and their employees. Less local 
political involvement and/or restrictions with businesses.

Improvements to highways 50 & 135, e.g., narrowing the car traffic lanes, adding buffered bike lanes with landscaping.  
Create safe and aesthetically pleasing access paths from the center of town to the river park, Hartman Rocks, Signal Peak 
and complete the cycling path to Crested Butte.  Make pedestrian & cyclist safety a top priority.
Affordable housing, good paying jobs, strong law enforcement body that enforce the laws



more jobs and any amenities to increase the quality of life here like more safe walking and biking options around town.  All 
the bike lanes we have are great, but if you are a user of them, you start to notice where they were not planned well.  For 
example, riding north to the rec center from Jorgenson with your kid is quite death defying.  The bike lane ends on 
Colorado before Meadows park.  Then I have to tell my kids to ride on the "sidewalk"  which we tell them not to do in other 
areas of town.  Those connections from park to rec center are not that great.  A lot of other bike lanes around town just end 
abruptly too.
infrastructure for data transmission (broadband), more flights, manufacturing
why do we feel obligated to attract more people? don't people move here because they like the area and size of community 
and we adjust to needs as the community grows naturally?
Better paying and more better paying jobs, creating more business opportunity with a city planning department director that 
has a professional attitude towards growth and development.
Try to encourage business and industry with incentives, and not place so many regulations in front of them so they will 
either leave or not come here at all. Weatherport for example.
Jobs. We have everything else here.
Don't want more
Better internet infrastructure to encourage more home commuters in the high tech industry. Year round more consistent air 
service would help too.
Culture.  Personality.
tax incentives. pro-business climate.

So many people are able to work remotely these days, and choose where they live.  I think good public schools are the 
basis for attracting more people and businesses.  Safety and ease of walking/biking around town and access to outdoor 
public trails and spaces are another big driver, especially on the Western Slope.
Better jobs and affordable housing
Better schools

Ideal place to live--natural setting, recreational opportunities, lively university and city events, diverse population.

more choices. the city/county has not really expanded show all of the things that make this a great area not just focusing on 
one aspect. example snowmobiling, motorcycling, atv and side by sides

 Much bigger medical community,
 Better paying jobs.  

GET MORE SMALL RETAIL ON MAIN STREET - KEEP THOSE BUSINESSES OPEN, DO NOT ALLOW THEM TO BE 
VACANT OR SHUT FOR MONTHS ON END, AND KEEP OFFICE TYPE BUSINESSES OFF MAIN STREET.  MAIN 
STREET NEEDS VITALITY!

The most significant consideration for attracting people, or keeping them is viable employment opportunities.  The college 
brings many people into the area - for a brief period in their lives.  Many of them are seeking to establish viable adult 
lifestyles.  The most important way to encourage growth is to encourage innovation in small manufacturing and craft 
businesses, and to make alternative transportation (biking, walking, horseback riding) viable for residents.
Excellent schools. Bike and pedestrian friendly. Great healthcare. Safe! Nice neighborhoods. Integration with the college 
and the ski resort.

A big issue here in the County is affordable housing.  If we had more affordable housing we would have more willing 
workers, but because of the housing issues we do not have people willing to move here to work for the money that has 
become standard pay throughout the county.  Although our standard of living is high here, the pay is low.  Without 
affordable housing, we will not have any laborers willing to come here and work.
Niche market ourselves based on our strengths: Clean environment, strong schools, access to outdoor recreation, cultural 
integration, University hub, local business and main-street diversity

lower tap fees. better health care with  less flights out of town. affordable housing could be a rental! allow for a little more 
density for building projects. Can all governments pick a battle and stop redundancy…lower property taxes so retail can 
survive? remove the linkage fee (county) not fair! assist new manufacturing / JOBS to locate in Gunnison. stop looking first 
for every reason to say no.  try yes once in a while.   some things are improving, keep up the positive momentum...



 excellent schools
 nearby recreation opportunities

attractive downtown with nice storefronts, interesting shops, good restaurants

Enhance the welcoming small town feeling of Gunnison and join it with an atmosphere conducive to the kinds of business 
our leaders want to attract. Sales of marijuana should not be an incentive, whatever the potential tax benefit.

More economic development.   It needs to be more realistic to live and work here for families.   Also  Gunnison needs to 
develop trails and sidewalks to make the city more attractive to visitors and potential residents.
Tax incentives to renovate or build a business on Main Street or tomichi.
manufacturing & job availibility
maybe tax breaks for new businesses coming to town
Quit shutting out manufacturing type industries

 More night life. Restaurants, breweries. And places to hang out.
More biking places.

Making it easier for businesses to make it here.  Lighten up on all the strict regulations and way high taxes.

The city needs to realize how cold it is here, so very few people want to live here in the first place. So making it hard on 
small business here pushes what few of us that are here away. Also making it so hard to build here(which is more of a 
county deal) hurts as well. I don't need someone to regulate low income housing to me. But if builders could build houses 
here reasonably,and easily there might be 50 to 100 houses built and for sale which would bring our home prices down as 
well.
Quality of life, amenities, aesthetics.  However, I don't agree that attracting more people and businesses in and of itself is 
necessarily a high priority.

Increasing the number  of income opportunities?  This, like all the other questions on this survey, is a tough question.
Allow franchise businesses (IHOP, Denny's, Village Inn, etc.).  Local businesses are too overprices forcing people to drive 
to Montrose for most shopping.

A better sense of place, a more attractive, vibrant downtown. Better connection to WSCU and CBMR. People relocate 
because of quality of life--amenities (shops/restaurants/culture), quality of schools, good internet and airport service. We 
lack on all but schools (for now). We need to create infrastructure in our community and downtown that allows vibrancy. 
Downtown should be allowed to have outdoor seating, pocket parks, better pedestrian/bike connections to WSCU and 
landscape improvements. The City's job is to create the framework for success and right now we lack that.

 A more vibrant small business sector.
 More special events that are well organized!

A strong Chamber of Commerce that educates small businesses, aids in organization of business-related events and has a 
 VISIBLE and OPEN Visitor's Center.

If the Chamber can't afford to run the Visitor's Center correctly then the City of Gunnison should be responsible for running 
 one.  Look at Durango's visitor's center if you'd in need of ideas!

A stronger arts community (aside from the Gunnison Arts Center, who quite frankly hasn't been doing a good job for a long 
 time). The arts are creating vibrant communities around Colorado and we are missing out. 

Trails are huge. We need finished trails with easy to find maps for visitor's and potential residents alike.
affordable housing, public transportation

larger population, including college, better chamber marketing, having a chamber that will attract more conferences and 
conventions and less brochure business. work harder to compete with crested butte and not just be satisfied with status 
quo. new chamber people, the ones there are burnt out waiting for retirement. city should encourage business to refresh 
their look, their business plan, make the town look alive. a nice conference and convention center on main hwy. and not 
just a barn.
Offer incentives and options for proper business placement



It seems Gunnison is afraid to expand. One of the repercussion of that is there is not much to do. There are very few 
exciting events, we have no good music/theatre venues and the only movie theatre is built into the Western Campus. I feel 
that Gunnison does a fine job in attracting people, but it has trouble keeping them around.
a cohesive city & county master plan. and a brewery.

Availability of reliable high speed internet; availability of cell phone service; high quality schools; reasonably easy approval 
of business plans for location of building sites; availability of quality shopping and restaurants.

Encouraging small and mid-sized businesses to grow.  Several mid-size or small manufacturing companies that either 
were here or proposed to build here have not been allowed to build their businesses, so have moved elsewhere.  The first 
the com to mind are the wood pellet company and Global Shelters.  These would have created good jobs for quite a few 
people.   People need to be able to make a good living and deserve to work for companies that can provide high wages 
and benefits.

Our quality of life is the main attractant here - we should not have growth just to have growth, and the community is one of 
the reasons people love to live here. Will more people add to that community or detract from it? The natural environment 
and it's pollution free quality must be maintained to attract more people and businesses.

Be flexible with regulations for industrial or commercial zones to get businesses wanting to come, build and grow here.  
This county has seen to many companies want to start a business here only to have regulations make them go elsewhere.  
This isn't about big box stores like Walmart or huge corporations.  It's about entrepreneurs wanting the beautiful Gunnison 
Valley to be home base for there start up company.  Something that would create jobs, maybe even good paying ones, and 
tax revenue for the city and county.
affordable housing

Promote and build what we have to people who want to be here- that is Outdoor recreation and University students.
light manufacturing, professional businesses,
housing - schools with a good reputation, recreational opportunities

 More than McD, Sonic and TB as fast food options.
 
Fewer restrictions on growth of the city through business opportunities.

I hear faster internet is pretty important.  I would also say stronger middle class job opportunities, white and blue collar.
Affordable housing
redo downtown, 2 lanes, with a pedestrian area on Main, like Grand Junction's downtown.
Do not discourage big box retailers
Keep it a safe place to raise kids, lower property tax on businesses, commercial and industrial property, keep recreational 
activities convenient
city  county allowing without to stiff regulations

More signs directing folks to amenities. More/complete sidewalks. Higher speed internet at an affordable price.

Safety, recreation opportunities, aesthetic appeal, friendly police force, impressive library in a central location
Less unnecessary policing by the 6 different law enforcement agencies which have jurisdiction in the area.  It's ridiculous.  
GPD, CHP, BLM, USFS, CDW, and BLM

Great schools, jobs that pay a living wage, presence of community downtown-shopping, food, entertainment, so you don't 
leave town to shop, eat, movies, etc.  There is not a feeling of community in our downtown.  We have all the ingredients 
and more, but it hasn't ever come together.  IFO park could be made attractive with covered seating to draw people outside 
to eat lunch.  Could have free movies there one night a week in the summer- get people engaged and downtown.  Get the 
2300 college students downtown- we are so missing that boat. It would not be easy but good things aren't easy.

More Community Gardening programs, educational programs regarding local/sustainable gardening. More investment in 
renewable energy sources. Tax breaks for business that chose renewable resources over fossil fuels.



Strengthen educational and vocational training options. Perhaps figure out how to offer vocational and technical / 
community college / associate degree options. Expand degree options at WSCU by adding career choices in fields of 
projected growth, such as a nursing program or other health care oriented degrees (including two-year programs). 
Encourage job growth in clean, well-paying jobs. Provide greater access to walking and hiking trails from the existing trail 
system (Van Tuyl to BLM, for example). Clean up the west side entrance to town.

Affordable housing and less knit picking regulation.  I think we need to find the correct incentives, based on the business 
needs, to encourage them to come to Gunnison.  As for people, this is NOT an area for resort pricing for necessities.  We 
need to find a way to separate the second home "fancy" houses on the market from necessary housing for everyone else.  
Also, we need to encourage clothing businesses that are like JC Penney's that provide affordable clothing as well as family 
clothing.  I dare you to find decent affordable clothing for average kids in this town. We have the 7-11 of Wal-Mart.

A well defined development plan for downtown and connectivity betwen the university and downtown.
quality of life is the most important issue.
Be open minded to most businesses.  Just not marijuana!  My family and I are seriously thinking about relocating if the city 
repeals their moritorium on marijuana.  Stay respectable, the classy people can drive 30 miles to get what they need while 
they live off of the rest of us.
keep the quiet and friendly way of life and keep character of city, such as supporting the fairgrounds where it is and 
leavinbg open space close to downtown
Continued focus on quality of life, vibrant & happy citizens, sense of community & connection.  Maintain what we have, 
instead of diluting our resources with new development.  Growth does not equal prosperity!!  More run down streets are 
worse than fewer, well maintained streets.

Open the minds of people in charge and stop the we have always done it this way or we can't do that attitude

Affordable housing, being more amenable to business's looking to locate in Gunnison as to tax relief as an example, selling 
the University as a viable resource for potential employees and resource for further training for current employees.
More weekend happenings

Good Internet and more flights in and out of airport. It is very hard to make connecting flights in Denver
jobs that pay a just living and summer jobs for the kids to stay in the city
More affordable housing. More jobs.
Modern services and facilities, better social opportunities for seniors at the rec center, a more affordable farmer's market, 
jobs, housing that people can afford
more affordable shopping and competitive gas prices, e.g. bring in a big walmart w/ gas stations - more options for buying 
necessities. more affordable housing.

Less price gouging (fuel, groceries, services & retail) Lower pricing on housing.  NO TAX increases.

Places of various prices to rent, buy, and in which to recreate. Outdoor recreation and family friendly is great, but there are 
not places open late night for young business professionals and/or students.
Get the minorities to become an active part of our community. Build programs that would attract people within and outside 

 the city. 
 
Also, help Teocalli from CB expand here to Gunnison or bring in a Chipotle.

 higher pay scale and jobs above entry level 
thriving downtown commercial center
Better Jobs and affordable housing.  My sister would love to move here with her family but there are no jobs and she could 
not afford rent or to buy a house here.

Make this place "Gorgeous Gunnison" by a overall beautification program.  Too much of town housing looks the slums, 
even nice houses have across the street views of slums.  This lack of zoning and poor home maintenace sure doesn;t 
attract the possibilities that Gunnison would have otherwise.
Help local existing business be successful. More large events and business growth.



be unique, not a carbon copy of other towns.  Offer unique transportation options and housing construction options.
Stop discouraging growth and limitations you enforce on big business or on small business.  If we are going to improve our 
economy, we have to stop being so selective.
More jobs

I suspect growth in the economy and, as a consequence, jobs and housing demand, will be driven primarily by visits to the 
area by tourists and those looking for high quality recreational opportunities.  Accordingly, I believe progress in making 
Gunnison a more preferred destination would, in turn, attract more people and businesses.  Growth in industry, 
manufacturing and the like would certainly be desirable, but I suspect that growing that sector may be a tough assignment.   
We should build on our strength - a wonderful place to visit, work and live.

Safety, community resources, affordable housing and health care clinics who accept new patients.
Better and more affordable airline services

Better communication channels across the Valley: Gunnison to Crested Butte, CBMR, Western, Cities and the County.
A clear, concise and broadly accepted economic growth plan
Tear down abandoned properties and make lots available for new construction. They are an eyesore and dangerous. 
Clean up and refurbish substandard housing. Remove stored junk from alleys and yards. The city is full of falling down 
shacks, rusted out cars, weeds and brush.
Jobs, jobs, jobs, housing, recreational opportunities,

I think the continuing growth of our outdoor opportunities with trails is extremely marketable. To have paths for 
walking/biking/running throughout town is extremely important as well as river activity options. Encouraging and supporting 
retail and restaurants and having consistent business hours and product services. Working to bring in entertainment for all 
ages. Promoting options for young families to choose Gunnison as a place to raise families by working with the schools, 
community centers, community  and business owners.

Appealing city appearance (downtown is a hodgepodge)   More trees to cover up zip appearances.   Non-industrial jobs,  
good restaurant choices, (ever try to have a special occasion lunch anywhere?  Dinner not much better now Trough is 
gone) a good competitive choice for grocery purchases (We are trapped by City Market's total lack of competition - and tiny 
Safeway is not a competitive choice)   A larger WalMart!!!!  would be wonderful.  We've never forgiven the City for turning 
down WalMart but allowing City Market to expand.
A more beautiful downtown, as well as more events that attract non-gunnison residents
Construction and Small industry
Keep this a community that emphasizes and encourages respect for the environment.

Higher paying jobs, affordable taxes (including property taxes), appropriate property tax home valuation.    Not interested in 
attracting more people or businesses.    If the Town is too small or doesn't offer enough services, people have the choice to 
move to a larger metro area.    Don't bring the big city and all it's traffic to Gunnison!

I think making sure that there is a good variety and good quality of options for shopping, restaurants, and grocery is 
important.  Having Walmart as the only affordable place to buy clothing and supplies is off-putting.  Replacing it with a 
Target or a more reputable business would be beneficial.  I don't think we need both, but having a place that offers better 
quality would be nice.  I also think that affordability of housing would attract both people and businesses.  People need to 
be able to afford the cost of living if they are going to run a business here.  Having a public transportation system that 
would allow people to live on the outskirts of city limits and still be able to easily get downtown would also be a benefit.
Beautiful;  rec opportunities;  highly rated schools; community events; small town charm; open space provided by 
agriculture
Business opportunities without huge obstacles to start.
Good paying jobs and affordable housing with a variety of after school programs for children.



The Lower Gunnison Valley (collectively) needs to improve its overall vibrancy.  WSCU appears to be acting on a visionary 
plan by improving campus & future enrollment.  City of Gunnison leaders need to reinvest in "Main St", and support 
business, while becoming more pedestrian friendly.  Let's move the rodeo grounds out of downtown, and put a state of the 
art event center out just East of town.  Rezone the old rodeo grounds for affordable housing/light retail, and push Spruce all 
the way through to San Juan as the future corridor for to/from the airport....shut down Cranor and instead collaborate with 
Western and build a ski area on W Mtn (similar to Howelson Hill in Steamboat).  Have the vision to create a real recreation 
campus with Jorgensen/New Event Center/I Bar/ski area.  Among the main reasons folks come here is to recreate....let's 
show them a great time, and soon they will want to relocate here and hopefully bring a business with them.
More pedestriation friendly and vibrant downtown, ie downtown Golden with larger sidewalk seating for restaurants, close a 
lane of traffic on first three blocks of main street

Businesses need people to support them.  If we don't increase our population, they cannot thrive.  But we need to keep our 
quality of life, so the pace of growth should be gradual.  Businesses believe they are overtaxed.  I don't know, but as a 
resident is seems like we just get more of the same.  We need to encourage new, interesting businesses - greater variety 
in restaurants and entertainment, and shopping.

Jobs attract people.  Businesses are attracted by potential sales.  Work to attract businesses such as computer companies 
that do not require large transportation of goods in or out, which is expensive.
Jobs.  The city's first priority should be to attract jobs into Gunnison.
Jobs
More support for the Arts
Not sure
more community events and publication of those events.

Infrastructure for businesses, including consistency and upgrade in Internet access, sufficient amounts of land that is, or 
can be, served by utilities. Possibly offering deferred and/or pro-rated payment of capital expenditures for infrastructure 
installation. While the concept of "growth paying its own way" is an excellent one, the reality is, it rarely does. Be realistic 
about it. Establish policies based on reality that allow for new economies to get a leg up, become established.
Biomass utilization!

Clean up Hwy 50, when you drive thru town in looks run down.  Get rid of Family dollar, have more dining and entertaining 
establishments.  Main Street could use an overhaul as well.  Allow for restaurants and brewery's (if we ever get one back) 
to have front sidewalk patio seating or be able to be on the rooftops.



(30) Please provide comments about any issues you feel are important to the community:

The city needs to become more accommodating to its inhabitants, mostly by improving safety to walk and bike 
around town. In order to attract visitors, it must be more modern, and let the volumes of tourist passing through 
know that it has great things to offer. It needs to build mobile websites and applications to attract and guide 
visitors. First and foremost, make the cars slow down as they enter the city so that people actually have a 
chance to explore the town. The city needs to enforce the rules to make people feel welcome, such as leash 
laws, cleaning up after pets. I feel we need to be more focused on quality of life, reducing noise and pollution by 
eliminating truck idling, enforcing environmentally friendly ways to heat industrial buildings, etc.

I believe the most important things that can be done to improve Gunnison to bring the type of 
businesses/employers that would be appealing to residents is to completely re-work highways 50 & 135 in town.  
Build buffered bike lanes!  Reduce traffic lane widths to the minimum.  Reduce speed limits to 25 or less 
throughout town.  Create safe and obvious crosswalks.  Make room on sidewalks for outdoor seating in front of 
restaurants.  Enforce current laws regarding pets (leashed, clean-up, bans from park areas).  If you build it, 
everyone will come out and enjoy it.  Tourist will come without increased marketing efforts.  People passing 
through will be compelled to stop. Ban truck idling in city limits & ban transmission braking (see ordinances in 
Ridgeway, Dolores & Rico, CO).  Check out the pedestrian crossings in Ridgeway, CO & Montrose, CO.

Growth should be geared to professional, financial, scientific fields that would provide jobs for the town's well-
 educated population and allow WSCU to have real jobs after graduation, not just retail/food service jobs.

The City should not try to grow just for growth's sake.  There are plenty of vacant commercial spaces now - no 
 reason to keep creating more.  

The deer are getting to be a problem.

We have an opportunity to create an amazing town to live in. I think the residents of Gunnison are here mainly 
for the natural beauty of the area and all the outdoor recreational opportunities this valley provides (we sure 
don't live here for the great paying jobs!). The residents need to feel safe and have access to healthy food, 
clean air & water, health services, and affordable housing - but those are the just the basics for survival. How 
can we create an exceptional community to live in? How can we attract and keep creative, thoughtful people? 
Make the town safe for our community to get around (especially on foot and bicycle), surround them with 
access to the arts, create the conditions for hassle free travel, provide reliable internet access. Envision a town 
you want your children to grow up in, imagine growing old in this place, contemplate what it would be like to live 
in a community held together by a network of trails and positive experiences. We could make this happen. 
Thanks for asking our opinions!
As a daily cyclist, improved safety for cyclists and pedestrians is a top priority.  Making the downtown as 
attractive as possible is a great way to encourage new businesses.  Encourage the arts, it's good for business 
and it's good for the citizens.
Partner with CPW to relocate or "harvest" the town deer - they're a real nuisance.
Foot Locker and mall stuff like Chipotle.
I would like to see Cranor Hill have more events.  We have this under used property with much potential.  Let 
the University be in charge of event management.
Gunnison's lifeblood is 1.WSCU  2. tourism.  Gunnison needs to do WHATEVER it take to help these two enties 
grow. More Small business, better paying jobs, and people will follow. Help WSCU add some 2 year 
programs.(like Mesa)  Heavy equipment operators, lineman, computer repair, etc. Something other colleges 
don't have.
too much growth and the wrong kind of growth will be detrimental to this community. Do not lose sight of 
maintaining the small town atmosphere of Gunnison.
I don't know.
I believe that Gunnison is already a great community.  I wouldn't change much except that Crested Bute should 
open their mine.  It would create jobs and more people would move to Gunnison and CB

Andie
Typewritten Text
      Appendix F



More sidewalks. More transportation.  Higher WSCU enrollment.
Sidewalks.  Lack of expansion. Lack of store variety.
Affordable housing in Crested Butte.
We need more jobs in the valley that do not start at minimum wage.  We need more jobs!
Sidewalks. Variety of restaurants (more chains?). WSCU and town marketing.
More higher paying jobs. Job diversity. More housing options. More dining variety. Better public events.  More 
industry.
I'm pleased with the pavement conditions in our roads.  What I would like to see is evening out many of the 
intersections so there aren't so many sharp dips.
Later hours for restaurants, seems to me their sales would go up just from college students.
Repair the streets in front of the shopping mall by City Market.
The alleys seem to get a bit ignored as far as street - care goes; plowing and paving would be great.  There isn't 
much for college students to do in town (if they don't like outdoor activities) besides drink.  Also, could really use 
a 24-hour place like Love's on the college side of town.  Housing is a bit pricey when you add in utilities, 
especially during the winter with heating costs.  The bus schedule is subpar outside of the winter, could use 
more buses to and from CB.
Sidewalks and bike lanes are very important.  The safer they are, the more they'll be used.
I believe that our town council and staff do an excellent job at foreseeing City needs and I rely on their expertise 
to run the city affairs.  However, I am strongly opposed to any subsidy to Gunnison Rising.  We were assured 
by the developers that this would not happen, and here they are!  I also think that the Million Dollar windfall 
should not be spent willy-nilly, some careful thought is warranted!

See answer 13.  We need a sustainable economy and for many, it is not.  I think we have an extraordinary 
amount of stress and suicide in our community.  I think the dark streets at night are unsafe.  The growing wildlife 
population in town is becoming a nuisance, risk, or an attraction depending on your perspective.
We cannot grow if we do not have more business/industry resulting in more jobs that pay a decent "living 
wage".  Property prices in town are still ridiculous for the average working person, if you want to buy a nice 
home.
We need additional police.
We need more opportunity and better employment;  industry and jobs.

 Providing incentives for big box development is a bad idea.
 
It's great that the staff and Council are providing this opportunity for feedback.
Dog park, no new library, safe crossing tomichi, traffic circle at fullmer's
I think we need to continue our program of flowers, well marked roads, signage for RV and guest parking, a 
website promoting our little town should be posted out on highway 50 so folks can lot in prior to arriving and 
know where to park, eat, shop and stay.

One of my concerns is the speed limit on side streets in Gunnison. In particular, I feel that the speed limit on 
streets such as Colorado and Denver is WAY too high at 30 mph. I would love to see additional stop signs and 
lower speed limits on these streets. I think it lowers the quality of life for people living in these residential areas 
to see them used as business district by-pass routes. Main Street and Tomichi are NEVER too crowded. I think 
we should encourage all industrial and commercial traffic to stay on these main routes while simultaneously 
making it less appealing to these drivers to use the residential streets to bypass. Again, if we're really wanting 
people to visit and then re-locate here - or see our town as a an attractive long-term option for living, we need to 

 make our residential areas as appealing as possible.
 
I also can't say it enough - we REALLY ought to look at what the city of Grand Junction has down with their 
downtown. It would be SO incredible to create a super attractive, cute, artistic and appealing downtown and it 
would be SUCH a great improvement Gunnison!
Please build a dog park and perhaps even a walking track for people to get outdoor exercise within this dog 
park while allowing the dog to run around off leash.  Good for both dog and owner!



thank you

We need to support the new taxi business in town. It has been a blessing to many people already and when 
winter comes it could save someones life who would have had no other option before Gunnison Taxi started.
I believe that a large improved library is vital to Gunnison. As seniors are a growing part of the population, I 

 believe Gunnison needs a new assisted living facility and better transporation options. 
A well planned dog park would be appreciated by the many dog-owners in the community.
n/a
Closing East Virginia is not an option.

The City og Gunnison should promote more art tourism through funding the First Fridays Art Walk. I think the 
city needs more music, more murals and public art with Anne Michel helping to coordinate. Public art is 
important to make Gunnison a more attractive city. The city needs advice from a qualified, successful artist.
Take care of the city first- How many "older" CITIZENS care about trails?

 Permenantly closing part of East Virginia Avenue would be a huge mistake. 
 Try to work with WSCU to increase enrollment. 

Development must pay its own way. It has in the past and should stay that way.
Development should  pay its own way. Quit putting dirty, contaminated "street snow" on top of our aquifer 
recharge area.
n/a
n/a
n/a
A multicultural center is important to me because it gives information for important things that happen in the City 
of Gunnison.
No more big box stores. We need to promote the downtown are and the pedestrian mall on E. Virginia. Lastly, 
maybe consider round-abouts.
Lanscaping the raods and routes from the aiport to downtown Gunnison is important. We need to make a better 
impression on our visitors so they will want to come back. Clean up the entrances to Gunnison for the same 
reasons.

I believe that the streets are adequate for biking and driving and I do not think that more sidewalks need to be 
built. Our streets are bigger than most other towns. I believe that allys need the most attention and repair. Also, 
more frequent curb repair is necessary because of constant snowplowing. I do not think the streets need 
plowing all of the time, only if we recieve 6+ inches of snow. Plowing the streets too often causes damage to the 
streets, pavement and forces us to shovel more often around sidewalks and mailboxes.
There are too many rental homes that are poorly kept and cared for. Town properties are a mess and have no 
weed enforcement.
Barking dogs at residences and on the streets of Gunnison. Speeding cars on North 14th Street and cars 
running stop signs throughout the city.
If fracking occurs in Delta County then a by-pass for trucks on U.S. 50 needs to be considered.

Gunnison loses so much tax revenue to Montrose/Grand Junction because of the inadequate shopping.  A 'big 
box' store would keep revenues here.  We appear 'cow town/hick' to the outside world.  A great place to raise 
kids and dogs and enjoy the outdoors, but it would be nice to be considered 'progressive', rather than stagnant.
I believe that encouraging light, clean industry to move to Gunnison and jobs in the scientific arena would 
provide jobs and good salaries/wages for growth and economic development.
No sprawl on either end of town!!! There is enough infill space to last for years, as a partial bedroom community 
for CB, housing should be concentrated on the north end of town. No more stoplights, use intelligent planning 

 and encouragement of non-motorized travel to mitigate traffic.
 
Thx!



Make sure you maintain existing facilities before you build new ones. Gunnison appears to be a town without a 
clear vision. There are areas with trailer parks and nice homes adjacent to one another. The area with large 
paved are needs some work to create something out of an unutilized area with potential for a park or green 
space. You need to think about climate smart projects that work to reduce heat islands, capture and retain 
runoff; and use minimal resources, especially carbon based products. thanks.

The questions regarding streets had both landscaping and lighting included in them.  Landscaping is form - 
lighting is functional - the newer LED light SUCK!  They don't illuminate anything except what is directly below 
them.  Way too many people ride bikes at nights (illegal, but never enforced)  and it will be only a matter of time 
before the will be an tragic outcome.  We all like "dark skies", but we do live in a town, and there should be a 

 compromise.
Put several "green" options in one of the questions - agriculture, forestry et al and then added mining...seems 
conflicting.  Entrances to City - improvements needed, but who pays? - Property owner or City (i.e. taxpayers) 

 ??  We talk big about tourism - but what do we really offer them??
 Shopping and restaurants are really two different items - restaurants are good, shopping is limited.

Don't really need sidewalks to the airport - really, how many traveler's walk to and from the airport??????
 Try some maintenance on the pubic bathrooms. They are absolutely disgusting.

Get more involved in the school district.  Speak up about Paul Morgan.  He has done everything at the schools 
that he did to the city, and to Western.
1)  development of jobs on outdoor recreation; mountain biking trails are the best, immediate resource to 

 develop
 2)  success of WSCU; critical part of Gunnison economy an culture 

3)  success of CBMR
your survey is too long
Please consider creating a dog park.  I think it would be a great addition to the community.

 1) Planning Department does not enforce its own zoning codes - this should be mandatory.
2) Planned-Unit-Developments, such as the traffic debacle at City Market/Palisades area should NEVER be 
allowed unless a competent consultant is hired to review traffic and street-access plans.
Please make a dog park. They could really use one so can run around free with trails in the dog park so the 
owner can walk with the dogs
There are so many complaints about the dog situation. Dog owners want to a place to take their dogs off the 
leash. Non dog owners don't want to go to recreation spots with dogs running around. Please build a dog park 
so everyone can be happy. Dogs are family members and need to have a place of their own to be free to run. 
Please help our dogs have that freedom.

 MORATORIUM ON MANUFACTURING, GROWING AND SELLING MARIJUANNA.  
 
THEY CAN TAKE THE FREE BUS TO CB TO BUY IT.
Please slow down a notch with all this deciding, and give things a chance to reveal effects of actions. The 
availability of funding doesn't always mean it should be spent as it appears.
I feel like we should keep Main street like it is with the double lanes and wide sidewalks.  I feel if a mall was put 
in and the street blocked off, then there would be less people to go through the downtown area.  It is great 
exposure for the people traveling to Crested Butte.  I also thing the entrances to Gunnison are very nice with 
the signs and that we do not need to spend money on re-doing these areas.  We definitely need more business 
to come in to our area.

 More and better trails are needed.  
 
We also need to develop our river front amenities.  Shops and restaurants along the river are needed.  Look at 
Salida.



Pretty streets may impress someone driving through town - but it probably won't keep them here.  Jobs, 
housing, schools are probably the deciding factors in people relocating to this area with jobs being most 
important.  More students at Western would mean more permanent jobs and bring families here.  I would guess 
most people don't leave Gunnison because they want to - but because they must be able to support themselves 
and jobs that pay enough to live here are not readily available.
Plenty of recreational opportunities. Let's get more intellectually interesting. Library, arts, music, etc.

Now that there is a new law enforcing dogs on a leash within city limits there are no in town options to run dogs. 
With a new law like that there needs to be a solution. I used to think Gunny didn't need a dog park, one of the 
perks of living in a mountain town. But with so many hunters here for so much of the year and no where to walk 
them off leash, it's challenging to find a way to get my dog out in meaningful ways.
I think upkeep and maintenance on landscaping around town is important to tourism.  Weeds growing out of 
tree planters and in IOOF park in the downtown area are NOT a way to attract tourism or anyone for that 
matter.  Take care of downtown.
My #1 desire for action is to enhance and improve cooperative efforts among all government entities and non-
profits -- city, county, health care, libraries, schools, recreation,etc. Perhaps public money can be saved and 
services' costs can be lowered if there is a drive to discover and implement ways that this rural mountain 
community can cooperate and not be so siloed.

The idea of making a pretty route to the airport from mainstreet, and vise versa, is nothing more than putting lip 
stick on a pig. A waste of money. Put that and other tax monies into changing the feel of the town. What will 
destress locals and visitors, what will make people notice that Gunnison is different in a big way from how it 
feels today, and how it looks and feels in say 3, 5, or in 10 years from now. If people are out and about, walking, 
biking, pushing strollers, kids playing basketball or frizbee in the streets [yes, they can coexist on the streets 
with cars if " drivers are not bearing down on them at 30 - 40 mph], just the human factor of seeing people in 
town Not driving everywhere, not biking because they feel threatened by 30 - 40 mph [it only takes one] drivers, 
or no sidewalks and icy streets, etc. etc. Bring the traffic speeds down, down, down. It costs nearly nothing. And 
20 mph throughout the city and entrances will enhance all of the other things that are mentioned in this survey 
to make Gunnison more friendly and attractive. Don't forget the roundabouts.

 Downtown needs a ped area/main park like many of the successful western us towns. 
The city needs to step up & put some big boy pants on to take control of a City Market entrance redesign. It's 
embarrassing & disgraceful! The volume this summer was astounding & all of our visitors had to deal with an off 

 road shopping experience if there was any food left......what does Safeway need to get the hint to grow?
How do we train people to stop for pedestrians? What is the current law regarding their rights? Post that info on 

 the streets. Slow speed limits. 
 Family dollar had weeds waist high half the summer. Who's responsible for that eyesore?

 
Thanks for the opportunity to speak!
Need to get the CIty board members to actually care about what their constituents want/say and start building 
better communication/ less infighting between Gunnison and CB/Mt CB/ Town of CB
Thanks for asking!
it seems the city governments are very, very  wasteful with our tax dollars. New everything all the time. Heavy 
equipment, trucks,etc,etc. why does everything have to be new? Including buildings?

I believe that it is imperative that we improve the pedestrian crossings in town. They are ridiculously dangerous. 
 
I also feel that we need to have more trails. It attracts all varieties of users, both locals and visitors. It is an 

 amenity that visitors and potential new residents have come to expect from any community. 
The attitude in this community has been "NO to anything new" for too long. It is time for a forward-thinking 
"YES" attitude that will attract visitors, businesses and residents.



the city and the city leaders need to listen to their constituents,  and govern based on what the people who live 
and make a living here are requesting.   they should also be focused on improving relations between local 
communities  CB Mt CB WSCU.....  but not be  the leader if those communities do want to cooperate as well.

Main and Tomichi is a very dangerous place to cross the street.  Tomichi and 11th is terrible too.  There also 
 should be a crossing guard on 11th in front of GES.  

 
We need more affordable housing options.  Jobs in this town pay well below the national average yet our 

 housing is very expensive.  
 
We need to find a way to invigorate our downtown and attract people to Gunnison.
The residents of this county need to be heard.  Our so called elected officials have their own agenda and we the 
people who voted them in never have a voice after that.
Taking care of our elderly is important to me.  There is such an inequity between what you get paid here in 
Gunnison and the cost of living here.  And my husband and I even work at WSCU! You don't live here to get 
rich, or save, for that matter.  You live here for the small town lifestyle, good clean living, recreation and low 
crime (or at least it used to be low crime.. I see that creeping up as well).

I agree that providing affordable housing is important, but it must be built well, so that heating costs are low.

I just want to emphasize the fact that we need to have infrastructure i.e. jobs available if we are attempting to 
drive our economy by attempting to increase our population.  I know many people who want to live here, but 
cant afford to.  As Western graduates who managed to find jobs and stay in the valley, we are the minority, how 
to we increase jobs (with reasonable pay) within the valley to support the people who want to be here?
More good jobs.  We need some of the economy to not be dependent on WSCU and CBMR.

Invest in a dynamic downtown-the small town feel is the anchor for the Valley. Wal-Mart takes away from that 
and hurts economy due to burden on social service systems while harming us economically make us more like 
everyone else-we are here to escape the suburbs as are our tourists. The city should serve resident needs first 
then focus on tourists second. Help bring viable businesses to downtown to increase job opportunities and 
merchandise affordability for residents-this will also increase tourist investment.  We do enough paving-let 
development pay its' own way including existing dirt roads. Do not pave dirt roads/streets. Invest resources city 
resources in maintaining existing infrastructure.
Western and Gunnison need to quit being secrets......   be proud of who we are and expand tourism and 
educated professional growth
I appreciate all the hard work the City of Gunnison does.  You all are fantastic!

I love it here, pretty much the way it is.  My main concerns right now are about safely of riding with kids on our 
bikes to school, to the rec center, and across Tomichi.  There is obviously a serious lack of connectivity of bike 
lanes and sidewalks along Colorado around Tenderfoot, the soccer fields, the rec center.  I'd like to see a lower 
speed limit and a couple more lights to cross Tomichi, a light east of main street would be useful, there are 
some nice parks, the hockey rink, restaurants that are sketchy to cross to.  Also some of the main street 
crossings, cars don't always exactly stop to let pedestrians across.  More trails and bike lanes linking up key 
amenities like the Van Tuyl, various Gunnison River access points, W mountain ranch.  A trail up to the W 
would be nice and could be a popular hike for locals and couples from Arkansas alike, as the trail to the M is in 
Missoula MT.
we cannot be everything to everybody; make an informed choice about the direction of the city and stick with it; 
we don't have to have a program for every group of people; it is more productive and leads to greater success if 
we do a few things very well and do not dilute our efforts by trying to please everyone; in other words FOCUS 
and don't get off track.
Communicate.



 Redo the lighting on the main streets and at the parks so we're not "light polluting".
 
Build access to biking and hiking trails and support building more single track - that will bring in many people 
who will spend money here.
Gunnison cannot be afraid of growth. This could be a special place, however I believe some counsel members 
are holding the community back from growing.  please encourage growth and new thinking.
Continue to fund trails
feel we are providing to much support for persons here with out work visas

I would like see more money put towards marketing and enhancing Gunnison. If we care about our environment 
lets not pollute it with light pollution, lets have the rivers, lakes and land available to all. We have people 
MOVING here that want it all for themselves, I call this selfish. We need to buy more properties along the rivers 
and open them up to all again and not let this happen with the open and accessible land that we have available.
the attitude of growth is good for this area needs to be encouraged.

No body who moved to Gunnison moved  here for the slick city life. No one moved here for the good jobs and 
high pay. We have all hoped to eventually find a descent job and pay, knowing there were no guarantees. We 
came here for the small town and open spaces and the recreational opportunities. Those who can't take those 
realities move on.  It saddens me greatly to think there is a growing contingent of people who want to change 
our fine town into a @#*@*! city!  Only a true loser would want to screw up one of the last "Colorado" towns and 
make it a overpopulated prissy touristy city to attract a bunch of week kneed sissies from out of state.  Can't 
these freaks of nature move to one of the already existing pathetic cities like Summit county or Vail or 
Aspen??? They have incredibly high taxes too!  Gunnison should foster Western State Colorado University.  
Find ways to attract more students for the same reason were here, the lifestyle.  We should also work to attract 
small green bussinesses. Remember "Weather Port" ?  We should also support Mt. Crested Butte. In case 
nobody noticed, we've already been "FOUND" by the hoards.

 Pedestrian crossings down town are bad.  They empower pedestrians and are causing problems.
The city should take care of what we have and not try to build so much new.  Parks, Water park, sidewalks, 
roads, rising taxes is not always the best fix. We live in an area that is highly taxed now.

I think project funding needs to be allocated wisely. Enhancing and supporting local  infrastructure, buildings, 
paths/streets, programming, and events-- those that are already in place-- seems to be an optimal use of funds. 
I believe that the drive into town (heading west on Hwy 50) is beautiful as is--especially being able to see 
Western's campus up on the hill. I am nervous that developing more structures, businesses, etc. east of town 
will have a poor appearance and give it a "feel" of driving into a shopping development. I, and many of my 
friends and colleagues, moved here and stayed here because I love Gunnison for what it is. Let's enhance what 
we've got. Let's enhance this place in terms of experience and quality, rather than development size.

The section of road on Colorado north of the college to the rec center needs to be widened since many bikers 
don't use the bike/walking path and its got a job is it. We are a great place for a tech incubator but need better 
redundant internet to attract that type of business.  Unused city land with ditches should be converted to 
gardens and an initiative to promote gardens over lawns or at least to not limit gardens over lawns.  Generally I 
believe the city does a good job and balances the communities diverse views well.
I don't like the lighting on Main or Tomichi Avenues.  It's hard to see people at night!!!!



Please consider repaying the alleys - they really need it and is the place which Gunnison should consider 
making pretty now and then they become nice routes for walking and cycling if you fix all the pot holes and 
prevent new pot holes, which are on they way, from showing up.  They maybe residents will be more proud of 

 the back of their houses.
Please consider changing the Main Street and Tomichi lighting so that the City is not lighting the sky - you will 
notice on snowy and cloudy nights the City becomes glowing because of all the light pollution the current light 
fixtures emit.  The fixtures should be changed so the light focuses on the streets where you really want the light 

 and not the sky which can take care of itself.
Please address the crosswalks downtown.  I have almost been hit crossing Main and Virginia more times than I 
have fingers for - yes I use the crosswalk almost daily which puts me at a higher risk.  There should be some 
public education for drivers to understand right-of-way and turn signals!
More development to fuel city growth. You could create gunnison into a tech hub that would bring in high paying 
jobs that would boost the local. economy. Night life is also lacking.
Dick Bratton and his cronies need to pay their own way in regards to the development east of town.  Tax dollars 
should not be used to fund private for profit ventures

Gunnison badly needs a new logo for branding. Something simple. The current version is too intricate, has way 
 too much going on and cannot be used for simple applications. 

 
Access to the public lands close to Gunnison is one of our greatest strengths. Walking, hiking, running and 
mountain biking. Hartmans is awesome but it's too far for short, after work, lunch hour, etc., use.

Having a friendly and inviting downtown business district is necessary to growing tourism and attracting 
businesses. The first two block of main should be changed to 2 lanes and have parallel parking . That would 
allow for more parking opportunities, which would allow for more shoppers. But the shops on main also need to 
realize that shoppers, especially tourists, want to shop on Sunday and later than 5pm on weekdays.

organizations like Gunnison trails and other active lifestyle groups are great for Gunnison county and help grow 
the tax base and population by attracting and educating people on how good the quality of life is in Gunnison.
Activities for teenagers youth
We must protect our natural resources. Keep Gunnison a clean, healthy, affordable, mountain town while still 
being progressive in our thinking and actions. Open space not RV space. Ranching/farming not over developed 
under used suburbs.
I think the city of Gunnison is on the brink of being able to do some really good things and show some growth in 
good ways. We have a lot of good stuff going but we can not be shy about trying harder and spending money to 
do so. We need to invest in ourselves. WSCU and the City need to strengthen their relationship in order to grow 
each other. Let's put resources to recreation, arts & culture and telling our story....that is what will bring people 
here. Thanks for the work you do.



 A few closing thoughts:
1)  It is time that the Arts Center was finally put under city auspices.  I noticed that this survey emphasizes 
recreational opportunities for children and adults but does not devote the same attention to expanded arts 
programming.  It is time that we recognize that the Arts Center offers programming that is equally valuable, 
indeed critical, to the well being of our community as our many wonderful (and subsidized) recreational 
opportunities.  Denver has a useful model that may be scaled to our community: the SCFD (Scientific and 
Cultural Facilities Districts) supports cultural programming, broadly conceived to include the sciences, history, 
arts, etc.  This integrative approach encourages people to get on board who may be skeptical of funding that 

 solely supports the arts in the valley.
 
2) Cranor Hill is a wonderful resource for our end of the valley!  It's a perfect for families who have children who 
don't want to make the trip to CB/can't afford it.  It's great how affordable it is--which also benefits students, 
including from Western.  How about having a little bus/van that goes there and back a few times a day on the 

 weekend?  We do hope the city will continue maintaining it and advertising it--it's a hidden gem.
 
3) The city should sell the Van Tuyl land that it proposed to build a new library with and use the funds to 
purchase the historical house adjacent to the library, on the corner (formerly the Catholic priest's house) and 
expand the library into it.  It would provide an attractive, unique, and much needed space for the library to grow.  

 It is better to keep the library in town vs. moving it away from downtown--it adds to the vitality of the center.
 
4)  In addition to the proposed corridor from the airport to town (this may indeed lead to an entire "facelift" of 
that section of town!), the city should continue to pursue the corridor concept connecting Western and main 

 street.  This will invite students to connect more frequently with the community.
 
5)  We support sectioning a part of downtown as a "plaza" concept--trees, landscaping, water, a pedestrian-
only area.  As a corollary, we oppose developing the outskirts of town with the big-box retailers/restaurants that 
pull the life away from the center.  We support nurturing the small businesses downtown.

I think that the city, in contrast to Grand Junction and Durango, does not sufficiently support the university 
financially and in their efforts to create events and recruit businesses that would improve the life for students.  
Other towns do a much better job and it shows in the vibrant downtown areas at night and on the weekends.
Gunnison needs a culture all its own centered around our downtown area that reflects our recreation rich 
surroundings.
Love the area.  Please don't over market it because the valley has a comfortable amount of folks residing here.  
Those who choose to live here do so because of the perks (people and friendships, beauty, natural amenities, 
etc.) regardless of how many jobs they have to work to make ends meet.
Second plug: Downtown street like Grand Junction.

To explain some of the "dissatisfied comments" = 1. roadway lighting- too bright, the streetlight on the adjacent 
corner shines directly into our bedroom and livingroom and is disruptive (city said they would try to budget for a 
different kind of light that allows a shade in 2015), 2. community center- needs a weight room, hot tub, and the 
lap pool could be a few degrees warmer! 3. appearance of commercial areas- big box stores (i.e. family dollar) 
are trashy and cheap and detract from the drive-by appeal... should restore/renovate/gentrify old areas to turn 
into appealing and attractive welcoming town with landscaped walkways/pedestrian mall/similar to other 
attractive colorado mountain towns, 4. pedestrian crossings on Tomichi Ave = dangerous! Increase visibility 
with raised cobblestone/etc material and hanging overhead signs; slow traffic down in town limit to 30 mph not 
35.  Safety feels great- city and county police/sheriffs do an awesome job!  A big trail system "circling" the 
community would be cool- i.e. along river south and east across tomichi creek then north behind college then 
west to VanTuyle.  County funding to the hospital to increase patient and staff safety and satisfaction.



Pedestrian and biker safety is absolutely paramount. Speed limits need to be lowered on minor collectors. 30 
mph and lack of speed limit signs are a copout. 25mph POSTED and enforced on all streets is what we need 
for safe non automotive travel to be utilized and encouraged. We are not slaves to the automobile!
As previously stated the condition of the rental properties is in question. As well as the value they provide given 
that you have a HUGE area to work with WHY is there no affordable decent housing?

Sick of people that don't have their dogs on leashes. EVERY SINGLE DAY in Van Tuyl I see people with 
unleashed dogs. I get pulled over on my bike if i don't completely stop at a remote stop sign but you can let your 
dog run everywhere, barking, being aggressive etc. with no apparent repercussions. Lame.
Make it easy and attractive for seniors to stay here and move here.
City needs to improve its appearance to the drive through tourist and look like a nice place to live.
Gunnison needs design standards for downtown building to maintain the eclectic look -- Family dollar should 
never have been allowed to build such an ungly building.

Core governmental services, including those that aren't the purview of the City need to remain downtown! It 
was a shame that the City moved the police department and a new library needs to be buildt in or near the 
downtown core. Allowing offices to populate Main Street is one of the first steps to the City's "rotting" from its 
center. The empty lot owned by the Catholic Church is a disgrace and gives the impression we are a city in 
decline. So does the empty gas station on Tomichi. And it's unbelievable that the new Family Dollar looks so 

 terrible; although a new building, it says that we as a community don't care about our appearance. 
 
The entire community needs to focus more on economic development. The key to this lies in our higher ed 
institution. Most communities on the Western Slope would kill to have a WSCU in their town. Yet, we seem to 
take it for granted and pass up opportunities to support Western and work collaboratively. Some partnering has 

 taken place, but so much more could be done.
 
There seems to be a lack of leadership in the community. I don't understand why the City Council has not 
articulated a vision for the community which the staff then carries out.
Safety and security, new senior center, infrastructure reliability, highway 50 corridor beautification

Property taxes are too high and make housing and commercial buildings less affordable. We have many open 
buildings downtown and lot’s of businesses turnover because our retail season is short, we have to compete 
with ie. Amazon that doesn’t pay for brick and mortar rents or the high property taxes.  Many buildings are 
turning into service type businesses and are not as attractive to the tourists who are a big part of our financial 
support.  It’s hard to compete with the global market with high property taxes.
Education and the continued support of the schools and recreation here is key to a healthy and vibrant 
community. I love it here dearly!
We need architectural standards to help make town more attractive. The buildings that mational chain stores 
are putting up are an atrocity.
im a western grad, so is my wife   please support the college



I understand the need to build and maintain government facilities but it is getting ridiculous on how much money 
is wasted.  you don't need state of the art jails and office buildings.  these things do NOT really improve the 
community.  It's just turning into " they got a new facility so now we need one".  Government jobs in Gunnison 

 are some of the highest paying.  so if you have a nice home but a small office... oh well.  
I personally believe that the Ice rink and the its facilities are under utilized especially when where Western is 
concerned.  Please partially enclose and chill the outdoor rink... it's cheap to do.  and will get more use than any 
walking trail or sidewalk.  Walking and biking trails are great but do not make $. they are strictly used by locals.  
A second sheet of ice will bring in more money from CB, potentially a full WSCU hockey team and not a club 
sport (that would be working together!  - more students for WSCU and more $ for city), and create a better 
environment from one of the strongest patronized facilities.  How many times is the pool parking lot full on a 
weekend?  Never??  the Ice rink... almost every weekend, and filled by out of towners BTW.  Why do you all not 
see this??  take off the blinders folks.  How many hotel rooms does Cranor hill fill?  how many people will walk 
inside on a track or use a weight room when there is a Massive University center with state of the art facilities 
that the public can go to if they choose to pay for it (with no tax increase)?  Enclosing the outdoor rink or even 
just chilling the ice enables for so much more at a facility that is already staffed, has 2 zambonis, parking etc.   
this a very low budget investment with the potential for great returns if marketed correctly.
Public Transportation needs improvement. Pedestrian & Cycling use/crossing on Main & Tomichi, Designated 
areas/lanes for those who are not in automobiles.
Western leaders are convinced they need to grow the institution in order to build a strong, sustainable 

 university. 
i guess the same would likely have to be said about the city.

As a "walker', I have seen the conditions of streets and sidewalks weekly for the last 20 years or so. They are 
improved, so let's just keep them maintained. I'm not sure what sort of painting/signage will make people slow 
down/stop at the pedestrian crossings on Hwys 50 and 135 in the city limits.  This continues to be a safety issue 
for me personally.I especially enjoy the trail system, which I use regularly, on foot and on my bike.
Thank you for the opportunity to give feedback
Again, We need to look at our community and allow for larger chain businesses to build facilities here to allow 
for more jobs  and more tourism.  We also need to take more care of our sidewalk issues and streets and 
alleys.
I am personally confused what has happened with our police force and why we have so many undercover cars 
driving around now. If I am in trouble, I want to know where a cop is to find help. Lets do away with the 
unmarked cars and re-think how many police we really need around here (unless Dammion Heard's death 
really was a murder and the entire force is getting replaced.)

Youth, keep them safe and busy and out of trouble. Provide as much recreational and health activities as 
possible. Keep the crap food out of the schools (soda). Create a bike lane off the highway to CB. Keep our 
water and resevoirs healthy and strong. Maintain our wilderness. Bring back the wolf. Update that other ice rink 
to open earlier so leagues and youth are fighting over ice time. Lengthen the youth baseball season. Batting 
cages, golf driving ranges, putt-putt, arcades, racquetball courts, weight rooms, hot tubs, saunas, homework 
area with computer labs, cardio rooms, room for zumba/ yoga/ etc not a basketball court all should be at the rec 
center with a cafeteria so the kids can eat and I'm free from making dinner every night! Small movie theater at 
the Rec Center would be nice too. Go Big! or watch Gunnison stay stagnant and fizzle...
I feel safe pedestrian travel, both bike and foot, make towns safer and more livable. A pedestrian mall and 
better management of traffic in downtown could help downtown feel less like a highway and more like a town 
center.  Grand junctions meandering two lane is a great example of safe pedestrian environment with parking, 
art, sitting space, and it really gets the point across that it is downtown.



To me this is a very important issue, thanks for taking it on. To have a successful urban fabric in a largely rural 
community it seems there should be a very intentional mix and priority placed on Social, Economic, Cultural and 
Environmental opportunities.
keeping Gunnison a special place to visit and live, with services for people who live here and making it a 
beautiful place so tourists will return each year (and tell their friends)

 Keep it small, go slow on decicions and retain the small town atmosphere of the city.
I really think that growth - building more houses, big business, and developing the entrances to the city with light 
industry is a mistake. Gunnison is special because of its small town feeling and beautiful natural surroundings. 
If you were to encourage more tourism be aware that to bring more people in for big events can be a stressful 
impact to the community too.
despite how great amenities and improvements may be, please bear in mind that many people cannot afford 
increasing taxes, live on fixed income, have limited or no benefits or pensions unlike public and or unionized  
workers!
The lighting fixtures on Tomichi Ave. and on Main St. are glaring, outdated and very inefficient and expensive to 
operate. Newer fixtures are more cost effective, easier on the eyes, provide better lighting, and create much 
less light pollution.
I think the biggest city issue that needs to be addressed is renovating the ice rink to accommodate year-round 
ice.
Fire your idiot city planner and revamp your chamber
We love Gunnison!! We had to move away recently, but as soon as school is done we hope to move back!! 
Keep making Gunnison great!! Every person who ever visited us in Gunni fell in love and were all just as sad as 
we were when we had to move!
none
Growth is essential to this county.  We need to have more year-round tourism.   We need to attract some 
industry to provide more jobs.
There aren't any parks or open space on the south side. If there's a designated route from the airport to 
downtown, it should include a park.
Design facilities on the two highway corridors that create attractive and functional elements that increase the 
community livability.

 snowplow workers are excellent, could you plow to the center of the street please.
support existing programs, buildings. nursing home needs overhaul, sr. transpo more availability
We need a new Safeway.
Think about the people who have lived here a long time, the locals, the family names that have been in 
Gunnison for generations when deciding on these issues. Don't cater to the people who have just moved here, 
who think they are local
Build the trails you committed to
Connecting bike trail systems throughout the city.
Encourage small business, private industry with incentives to relocate here.
I have commented negatively to building affordable housing.  I do believe we need new affordable housing, but 
it should be at the expense of replacing some of our trailer parks with affordable options that don't look like 
crap.  Do not expand, replace and reuse our dilapidated trailer parks.
The worst part of Gunnison is Tomichi and Main! No reason for people to slow down and check us out. It's 
dangerous, uninviting, ugly etc. etc.

an off-leash dog park would be very helpful. consider small business start up grants and facilitate aditinal 
funding for these small employers. develop long term strategy for sustaining and expanding the emergency 
services within the community that are not bound to the hospital but instead to the taxpayers

I think the most valuable use of funds is to improve the Community Center by adding weights and cardio 
machines, hot tubs, indoor track, etc.  More graveled trails would also add a great deal to the community.



MORE TRAILS!!, walking and bicycling. Best bang for the buck!, and we have awesome surroundings that few 
can match. This is what will separate us from the competition. Moab , Salida, Fruita, are all reaping great 
rewards from building new trail networks!!!!.

Campus-community connection is extremely important, but I don't know if Western is marketing to the 
demographic that is really sustainable for the Gunnison community. I also feel that in the current model the 
university has set up for themselves (seeming to follow a pretty strict business model), it is not really the 
responsibility of the city to market the university. However, improving city amenities can only increase the 
appeal of Western to students considering studying here. There really is not much of a scholarly youth culture in 
the valley-- sure, we have the outdoor activities, which bring a lot of people here in the first place. I feel that if 
we had more of a culture for students that was not directed at young party people, we might retain more 
students who would in turn improve the community. For example, a thriving young professional culture here in 
the valley would certainly benefit the university and attract the type of people that would improve academics at 
the university, as well as strengthen our community bond and create business opportunities and growth. I've 
lived in several college towns, and Gunnison, unfortunately, has by far the fewest number of opportunities for 
young people. I want to be clear that I don't mean the "traditional" party scene or the outdoors, because both of 
those things exist here in abundance. But I do feel that our outdoor community would be greatly strengthened 
by having more going on culturally in town. There's a big disconnect between the campus and community as 
well that creates part of this problem. Even just a place to get a cup of coffee late at night and study would 
make a huge difference, in my opinion.
Expanding youth programs, denying marajuana shops, better job opportunities and specially fields.
Thank you for the opportunity to take this survey.

My comments are based off of 50 years in Gunnison County in the summers. Regarding the pedestrian 
crossing, biking issues we think Gunnison is a walk in the park. People must take their own responsibility to look 
before crossing.  We have now purchased property and spend six months here. I have always and continue to 
love Gunnison. We would live in Gunnison 12 months a year if it weren't for our young grandchildren in KC 
where we winter. I did not answer thevitems regarding content I am not familiar with on a moderate level. I will 
be happy to answer any questions. Susan Seacat; 816-210-3393: susanjseacat@gmail.com
Thanks for doing this survey.  I believe every little bit of input from our community helps.
Promoting revitalization of neighborhoods and old houses would be better than expanding into new 
developments, maybe through grants.  Put affordable housing within crumbling neighborhoods rather than open 
fields.
Again, improve ability for small business thru easier permitting and more reasonable building guidelines. Stop 
fighting CBMR and understand Gunnison is very dependent on the ski resort!
Clean it up. Fix it up. Be open minded to big business that creates jobs. This county is BIG and room for 
industry. Over the years too many businesses had been turned away and went on to be successful. Stop 
running this city like it 1973. Growth is not a bad word.

I think the south side of the city needs to have some improvements. Including a designated route from the 
airport to downtown that is landscaped and looks nice. The south side - where I own a home- needs a park by 
the airport, something less industrial for first impressions for people coming here, but also a nice addition for 
those of us that live on that side of town. There should be some enforcement of landscaping, yard, and 
roadside areas on the south side. It doesn't have to look like a giant junkyard. We try to keep our property 
looking good but the overall look of the neighborhood is terrible. 12th avenue to be specific, one of the main 
routes from the airport to Tomichi and vice versa, is an eyesore overall.
Glad you are doing this survey to give priority to the citizens voice.
Gunnison would really improve if there was more emphasis on making minorities feel more welcome in the 
community.  We need more affordable housing (e.g. under $170K).  New buildings or remodels should be 
required to be highly energy efficient.  Leash laws should be enforced.  Safer crossings of Tomichi and Main 
Streets need to be installed.  Cyclists should be given more tickets for not obeying traffic laws, riding on 
sidewalks and in crosswalks.



Keeping development balanced - providing jobs while not ruining the place, and not promoting unstainable 
growth.  Encouraging retail endeavors that would keep us from having to buy in Montrose, etc.  Expansion of 
public transportation to essential destinations such as grocery stores.  Public gardens.  A dog park.

We need a dog park. We need to encourage business to Gunnison. We need to expand off-season events.

Something not mentioned in this survey at all are the many poorly designed shopping areas in Gunnison.  
 Traffic flow, including entrances/exits of all major shopping developments are terrible to maneuver.  

 
Pedestrian (and I'm including those riding bicycles in this category because although technically bikers are to 
abide by auto laws, stop lights fail to recognize a bicycle as a trigger to change the light) safety is lacking greatly 
in a town where many people travel on foot, bicycle and skateboard.  We should be embracing modes of 
transportation that do not rely on petroleum, not inhibiting them.
Question 9 options are not written clearly/well. Options b & c are not mutually exclusive. Also, in my opinion any 
permanent street closure should be located at a different intersection than a stop light.
The economy is paramount. People must be able to find family wage jobs for the city to thrive.
Until the voters of this community decide they want something other than more trails, dog parks, stop big bad 
developers, and a liberal agenda, things won't change.
Please help small businesses grow and succeed here!
We need more crosswalks to get safely across Tomichi. The corner by Ace Hardware and that gas station is 
extremely dangerous. People are always trying to cross and pull out of that area and it is scary. I also think we 
need a traffic light at City Market. That is another dangerous intersection.
We need to keep Gunnison unique.Making the city entrances look like Montrose,Delta,etc. wont do anything but 
cheapen our identity.People who like Gunnison for the laid back feel will continue to move here.People who 
want what Montrose orGJ have should move there instead of making Gunnison just another generic 
intermountain west town.
Overall the city does an excellent job. Encouraging affordable housing and finding ways to reduce costs to new 
and expanding businesses will improve the economy and provide resources for other projects. Having a clear 
city wide vision for economic growth and what we want to encourage is essential, Gunnison's vision will not 
always be the same as the other communities in the valley and that should be ok. Looking for businesses that 
provide primary wage jobs.



I said a lot already on Number 13 of this survey regarding lowering speed limits, but studies show it to be true, 
they transform a city or small town in multiple ways without subtracting anything. We all want Gunnison to grow 
its local economy, the college enrollment, and attract new people and clean industry and manufacturing. It isn't 
going to happen with a few flower displays at the edges of town, or a new spiffy travel route from the airport to 
downtown. You gotta have people out and about, walking, bicycling, talking, sitting on Tomichi or Main having a 
coffee with friends, reading a book, or having conversation with others. People need to be visible, and moving 
about [not in their cars in traffic]. Creating a friendly looking, feeling community requires not flower boxes or just 
more sidewalks. You need to have people using the sidewalks, riding the bike lanes, using pedestrian 
crossings, being out and about on Tomichi and Main, Not in their cars driving 30 - 40 mph everywhere within 
the city limits. Reduce the speed limits to 20 mph, give locals and visitors an infrastructure that supports feeling 
safe to use our sidewalks, crosswalks, bike lanes, and our business will flourish, and the neighborhoods can 
reclaim the streets because they are safe to use without a car or truck. Noise will be reduced, motorists will be 
calmer because less people will be driving, they will be walking and biking, and visible to all of our visitors who 
will feel the friendly nature of our town, and have more time to see it at 20 mph if they are still driving and have 
not stopped to get out and spend more time in this community that feels different. All because we [locals] 
respectfully move about the town in a respectful manner, encouraging adults and children to move about safely, 
quickly, and reduce travel expense, and have better health. Reduce the speed limit to 20 mph, its plenty, and 
friendly. It also costs very little, but it has the potential to bring huge rewards. If you don't try it, you will never 
know. But other communities already have it in place. Don't be status quo, be smart and progressive.
Everyone, residents and visitors alike appreciate aesthetics.  There is nothing really interesting about how our 
town appears.  Businesses that do upgrades to their curb appeal should be rewarded with something, grants, 
tax breaks...?
Please, please repave and install new sidewalks in the Palisades!
need for well-paying jobs and affordable housing
Increasing support for arts and creatives equally as important as keeping recreation high on the radar.
It's essential to have a good trail system, bike paths, public events, strong library, and strong arts center to 
attract and keep residents in the community.

Control the bikers.  They forget the rules apply to them also.  They ride on sidewalks, run stop signs,never look  
to see if someone is coming. They and the skateboarders are a menace to pedestrians and drivers.
I appreciate the chance to provide feedback.
with all of the public land and opportunities surrounding Gunnison the building of trail systems shouldn't be a 
priority. I feel we are lacking in areas concerning our senior citizens.
we need to limit regulations and encourage growth.
Heavy taxation kills business. Tax expenditures should be to benefit the majority of residents not a select few. 
communicate with business to learn about their needs for success and growth. Salaries of the city employees 
should reflect what the tax payers of Gunnison are earning and not what other cities employees are getting 
paid.
The intersection at Denver and Colorado is extremely dangerous and is not listed on here anywhere.  Allowing 
cars to park around there limits field of view when on Denver.  Very dangerous.

Gunnison is such a great city for getting around on a bicycle. From May until September I commute on a town 
bike 4 miles each way. I think strong efforts to ensure WSCU's success is the best money spent.
I would change my answers about sidewalks, which are expensive to install/maintain and prioritize bike lanes 
and safe crossing at intersections.
The planning department needs new blood. The 2007 comp plan is a good example of how slow to no 
improvements have been made in Gunnison. Perhaps a new city manager would help too. The good ole boy 
club is holding Gunnison back!



I think there is huge potential for more public transportation throughout the Gunnison Valley.  In the coming 
years, I think integrating different cultures/ethnicities in the community will be very important for negating other 
issues.  More proactive effort could be done with this now.
I really love our little town think they do a good job with the landscape and cleanliness of the town it's very pretty 
here don't think we need more bike paths or cross walks stuff like that but I would love to see a super Walmart 
here to help keep local money here and force prices down in other areas local events here are good but jobs 
and housing would be a great thing here for growth

We have a chance to be a model community for the entire west when it comes to sustainability--environmental, 
economic, and social sustainability.  Please invest in community gardens, public transportation, green energy, 
housing, and health care.  Excellent job improving recreational opportunities in the past decade!

 need to show all the great recreation that is here not just focusing on bicycling. 
we have people from all over the world who come here to ride motorcycles, snowmobiles, ATV's and side by 
sides

We feel that the number of vacant business spaces on Main Street is terrible for overall business.  If we want to 
maintain and  attract local and visitor retail on Main Street, keep every business on Main street OPEN for 
business, not allowed to stand there closed, vacant or shuttered for months/years.  All businesses on Main 
street should be retail, NOT office space.  Small, individual owned businesses are preferable.  Definitely NO big 

 box, WalMart or other large commercial operations!  
The medical community is TOO SMALL for the services needed.  Get some specialists to come to town so 
residents do not have to drive to Denver or Grand Junction/Montrose to see a doctor.  This is just inexcusable!

As long term summer residents of the city, we feel that the strength of the community lies in the dynamic 
contributions of its citizens to beautify their own neighborhoods, create new and innovative alternatives for 
transportation, housing, energy and food production.  We are continually amazed at the level of craftsmanship 
exhibited by Gunnison residents, and appreciate their willingness to experiment with solar and alternative 
energy sources.  I would hope that the City would continue to provide an environment where residents can 
innovate.

 Support for education!
Safety of our children and seniors as they move about town on foot and on bicycle.

I feel it is important that our community maintain open space, avoid reckless development, especially of large 
scale companies that export profits.  I have been sorry to see several local businesses (Wine Bar, Brewery, 
Ferrels) all close in the downtown area within a year.  I know each has a different story, but want to keep our 
town a center of business diversity.  I think WSCU is a great economic resource.  I'm proud of the diversity and 
integration in our community but would like to see even more.  Funding for the Multicultural resource center is 
always uncertain year to year.  Regardless of the Federal decisions on the sage grouse, I think it is essential 
that we keep working to protect the sage grouse locally.  I was pleased to see concern for safety and 
crosswalks and am impressed that a traffic engineer is working with City Council

 True Professionalism. 
 Caring attitude.

Servants Attitude.
Clean up downtown
I very strongly oppose permitting marijuana sales as an income source for Gunnison's development
too many city employs (too much government);  bike lanes, paths & trails not used;  too many crosswalks on 
Hwy 50:  bikers & jaywalkers not reprimanded for infractions;   no consistency with snow plow drivers or 
removal of snow;  total waste of dollars with bike tour supplement

When the budget has excess, not profits should be better supported, especially the ones that provide critical 
services for the community.  We should not use excess for the city government to grow bigger.



I have my own business here in gunnison and own my home here in Gunnison,and I am so tired of fighting with 
the city over trying to run my little two man business and fighting with the county over my home. I park 1 or 2 
junk cars at my hooe, and they want to classify me as a scrap uard and take action. I have horses raise rabbits 
and chickens for food, but no one will consider me agricultural and drop my taxes. I just want to live here. And 
you city and county make me hate it here. The only thing I still love are the great hardworking people of 
Gunnison. I love them and do my bast to tske care of them and they take care of me.
DO NOT CLOSE VIRGINIA - PARKING IS TOO MUCH OF A PREMIUM ALREADY!

I believe the City needs to take a look at improving the Main Street/downtown experience, our non-motorized 
transportation access; improve physical and social connections to WSCU; improve the airport corridor for 
visitors, and improve the west entrance to the City. The City should allow outdoor seating in the CBD, create 
pocket parks downtown, improve IOOF park and work with downtown planning organizations to help downtown 
businesses improve and revitalize store fronts. We're probably not going to get some major manufacturing 
business but we may continue to attract entreprenuers who have successful companies that can locate 
anywhere. But the community has to be attractive enough and offer enough amenities to attract these smaller 
but profitable businesses. A struggling downtown, airport with few connections are drawbacks.

Bottom line is the city needs a lot of help.  My recommendation for Main Street is that we make it a 2 lane road 
with diagonal parking (like Ouray), lower the speed limit significantly and for goodness sakes offer some 
education for our small businesses!  Our family owns 3 businesses, owns 1 commercial building and rents 
another and I can tell you that the business community in this town is suffering.  Suffering because most do not 
have the know-how to run a business successfully.  Too many businesses act as if they do not actually want to 
be in business. They have no pride in their buildings, they do no marketing, refuse to be open on weekends or 
special events and they rarely collaborate with other businesses. There is pervading sense of apathy when you 
look at many Main Street businesses in particular and I think the majority are a sad representation of our town. 
City Council also needs a clean sweep.  We need people with newer ideas and those with a strong desire to 
see this town succeed.  I've called Gunnison home for 19 years now and I can't say that much has changed in 
almost 2 decades.
JOBS!!!
less talk, more action
I would like to see more trash cans and pet pickup options along the VanTuyl trail, and extension of the City 
ditch to serve more homes

I feel that this questionnaire was confusing and redundant. The questions were deceptive and could of 
benefited from some sort of expository function that informed the respondent of the nuances of the questions.

we should all be very proud of this great little community with a mixed-bag of residents who all seem to coexist. 
with a few little improvements it can be even better. but don't let the developers, promoters, and marketing 
gurus extort from us - they need to pay their way for infrastructure, and any grandiose plans or promises for 

 growth should be heavily scrutinized by all of us. 
 
small, organized, efficient and fun is a good thing. as compared to bloated, sprawling, unorganized, ugly, and 
dysfunctional larger communities in neighboring counties (say, to the west and northwest). there are plenty of 

 bad models/examples out there that Gunnison sure doesn't want to imitate. 
 
good luck and thanks for asking for community input!

Cell phone service is fine in the city; it is very spotty outside the city and I am not sure if the city can do anything 
about that, but to me that is detracts outsiders from the city--i.e., if to buy or build here.  I feel that the entrances 
to the city are beautiful now with all that open space--again outside the city.   The lack of decently priced retail is 
an issue with living here.  I wish the Super Wal Mart would have come. I hate to go outside the city to shop and 
thereby make the city lose sales tax revenue, but prices are a lot cheaper in Denver.



I don't feel Gunnison needs to market for WSCU, they have enough funds and enough positions that they 
should be able to market themselves. WSCU should market for Gunnison! Also, we are walking a fine line in 
encouraging new residents and businesses and changing this community. Many residents do cherish the small 
town nature of Gunnison and don't want to see Gunnison grow just to grow. Another point of concern is that not 
a DIME of taxpayer money should be spent to create infrastructure in Gunnison Rising - and the "urban 
renewal" designation is ridiculous! How can a greenfield site be urban renewal? I am still against Gunnison 
Rising, and don't want to see the cost of that development passed on to city residents who were against it in the 
first place, especially when we will see none of the profits. There are areas within city limits, such as the trailer 
park developments, that are much more of a "blight" on the city, and are in need of urban renewal.
Safe bike and pedestrian routes should be a priority around the highways. I would shop more downtown if there 
was better parking or less traffic.
While we are not full time residents, however we own two residences we feel that code enforcement is seriously 
lacking and detracts from the city on curb appeal basis as well as the enforcement of the leash law. We love 
pets!!
this survey is too long. Ha
Thank you for asking us!
We would like to see a bike path, walking path built around the city.  We walk or ride bikes everywhere we go in 
Gunnison.  Anxious to see the results of this survey. Thank You!

Street maintenance, snow removal including alleys, the college, outdoor recreation, utility maintenance...
Lower property tax on business, commercial, and industrial property
housing done by private sector

Building a sustainable, not huge, beautiful library in a central location, NOT the Van Tuyl property north of the 
 middle school

 
 Maintaining a safe environment is key

 
 Senior services and transportation

 
Marketing, promoting and supporting WSCU
Teaching the community to grow their own food. Renewable resources.
Bring people downtown, to shop, eat, and come together. Since smaller neighborhoods in Denver like 
Highlands and Berkley have improved their small downtowns those communities have thrived!
When I visit truly beautiful cities, there is an obvious plan to the design of the whole. The integration includes all 
aspects of city planning, from streets, utilities, sidewalks and trails to appearances of retail outlets, homes and 
yards. Everything fits and functions together. While I love Gunnison, I can't say it's one of those beautiful cities. 
It isn't because of lack of potential but lack of long-term planning. Also, taking care of current residents needs to 
be of highest priority.
I'm psyched you are being proactive about development and planning.   Keep up the good work.

Tourism and how marijuana is negatively impacting it.  The quality of the work force in Gunnison County is 
already questionable and getting worse.  If local leadership continues on their current path it will continue to 
decline.  Lets attract respectable businesses and feel good about the place we are all so lucky to live in!
integration of different type of people and keeping the friendliness of the town.  Keep open space and the 
historical character and not get too fancy or 'loud'
Growth does not equal prosperity.  Nurture our people and our existing infrastructure.  New is not always better.  
Work toward solid, resilient, sustainable people and facilities.  Keep up the good work - I love our city and am 
happy with city management.
I am a strong volunteer and I like how it is  here
Please consider using south Main Street as the entertainment area
Very important that we bring good paying jobs to Gunnison.



big box businesses create competition and more affordable shopping and should be encouraged, not 
discouraged.  safe ride pickups should not be in the middle of residential areas - as drunk kids create  
disturbances around 2 a.m.  dogs running loose - especially at night and early a.m.
Currently the City of Gunnison is in violation of ADA accessibility for handicap parking in and around the 
downtown business district.  A law suit waiting to happen.  The most important thing is to get all ADA parking in 
compliance with the new 2013/14 code changes.
I believe that a greater integration between WSCU and the community is vital. More affordable housing and 
rental options. The arts, too, helps keep people in areas (as does the recreational aspect, at which Gunnison 
County already excells).
Environmental Education to all of the community members so we can continue to live in an amazing place. Use 
less water, especially here in the Western U.S.
I do not use these facilities so feel that my input will not help. Also do not like the expenses that are placed on 
the public ( via property taxes) for the new jail and court house without voter approval.

Make this "Gorgeous Gunnison" by beautifying the commercial and residential areas and airport entrance along 
with high fences around the trailer parks that can't be revitalized and improved residential zoning.  City effort to 

 clean up the low life low income housing that make neighorhoods look slummy. 
Market town for small businesses  to increase the number of non-seasonal jobs in town.
Let's stop spending money on recreation.  We live in the most beautiful part of America.  People can go out 
their back door and recreate,  We have numerous buildings and centers for recreation.  We don't need more.  
We don't need a parkway from the airport to downtown.  We need roads without 3 foot potholes, affordable 
places for people to live in that aren't ghetto dives, and more jobs!
n/a

Having been one for years, I feel that visitors to the area perceive the Gunnison identity to be closely related to 
the several blocks of Main Street just north of Hwy 50.  The condition and vitality of those few blocks is probably 
more important to the community image and economic future than is any other "neighborhood".

The lack of rental housing in Crested Butte is a major problem and forced us to move from there to Gunnison.
 Biggest issue is access to GUNNISON due to airline costs and poor quality healthcare

Needs qualified cardiology care

I strongly agree that Gunnison, downtown in particular, is in dire need of a makeover. As a "college town" and 
host to SO MANY visiting tourists, athletes, hunters, artists, etc... I am embarrassed time and again when 
people ask what there is to do here and "why don't you live in Crested Butte?". Downtown is a shabby sight: 
peeling paint, torn awnings, sun-faded and broken signs, half-painted murals, puke stains, crumbling buildings, 
vacant buildings, businesses that are closed more than they are open.... I REALLY love this place but it 
saddens and frustrates me daily that there is nothing to do past 5pm. There are literally zero reasons for people 
to spend time here rather than go up to Crested Butte. Traffic on Main and Tomichi is obnoxiously loud and 
dangerous, interesting retail shops are only 1 block deep; I'm not surprised downtown businesses struggle to 
survive. Let's see some community development!! Seriously!
Maintain our unique identity in Gunnison
Gunnison is an attractive city w/ a lot to offer. The city should do more to clean up areas in town. I appreciate 
your asking my opinion.
A city that is not growing is dying.  Growth in business, people, jobs and recreational opportunities, are 
necessary to sustain this community, this county.  Gunnison, as the county seat of government has an 
obligation to allow controlled and planned growth in this community, so we can enjoy the reasons we moved 
here.  For too long Gunnison has allowed tax dollars to be spent outside the county.  We cannot bury our heads 
in the sand and expect to survive.



Make the city pretty - at least make it attractive...so tourists drive in and say "What a pretty town, let's stay 
awhile."   The east entrance is lovely (after getting past the Industrial Park!)  but we have MANY concerns about 
development of Gunnison Rising.)  The west entrance has improved by trees but still a bit trashy.   135 
entrance has become a hodgepodge.  Why would the City allow Tractor Supply type business but not an 
expanded WalMart so we have reasonable shopping???      And yes,  the city should have a nice corridor from 
airport.  The first view airport arrivals have of Gunnison is a lot of trash.    Look at other towns whichhave a 
"theme" or have historic themes and cohesiveness of design.  We lost the LaVeta Hotel,  the tracks to Crested 
Butte due to shortsightedness - i.e., NO vision.    Why do we go to visit somewhere?  Because it is attractive, 
special.   The city of Gunnison is not.  All depends upon it's surrounding natural attractions....nobody says,  
"Let's stay in Gunnison - it's such a pretty (or historical) place."     Planning with a vision is needed.
The future growth of bringing families here, recreational and entertainment opportunities, keeping enrollment at 
Western, and keeping our options open with our airport and the resort seem vital to keeping this community 
growing economically and with population. Good luck!

I believe that Gunnison feels run down compared to all other cities around us (Salida, Crested Butte, Montrose). 
I believe that more could be done to make this city attractive for people to visit and spend money in the valley.
City officials generally do a good job for the citizens of Gunnison.
Other peer towns are kicking our ass, and they are dong it without a University or two ski areas that a with in 45 
minutes of us.  Why does City Council keep limiting our vibrancy? Clearly we haven't had a great slate of 
candidates to choose from... I am hopefully through this exercise the community will speak up and give future 
staff/city council direction.
We have a large senior population but recreational and cultural activities are very limited.  Everything focuses 
on K-12 or college students.  Seniors need places to socialize so that they can remain independent and 
healthy.

Suggest that, instead of looking at improving ALL pedestrian crosswalks on Main Street or Tomichi, you work 
with CDOT to PRIORITIZE improvements. Identify one or two of those intersections that are most critical, and 
address those issues which are urgent. Those relevant questions are unclear: Is the City considering new ones, 
and/or improvements to existing ones? And particular to those on Main Street, your studies should include 
impacts to Iowa and Wisconsin Streets: The amount of traffic to both, as traffic has increased and stoplights 
have been added to Main Street, the amount and nature of traffic on [at least] Wisconsin Street have changed 
considerably, because drivers want to avoid the Main Street stops. A couple of stop signs on each of the side 
streets (which are still primarily residential) might help that potential problem.
I don't think we need more recreational development on our federal lands, it's getting out of control. City trail 
development is a great idea. I'd like to see the city invest in renewable energy like biomass. We're surrounded 
by dead trees with more in the future. Let's be a leader! Reduce the pressure on our lands for oil and gas 
development. This will bring a lasting economy to the community.
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* For this table, “r” represents a Pearson Correlation, “p” represents significance (2‐tailed), and “F” represents the F‐test from 
linear regression.  The general range for “n” is 480‐510 depending on the number of respondents reporting data for each of the 
four demographic variables.  A high “F” value and low “p” value indicates stronger significance, though all correlations reported 
here are considered weak. 

 

Survey questions:  Age  Income  Education  Years in 
Gunnison 

1.  How satisfied are you with:         
a) availability of sidewalks         
b) roadway aesthetics (i.e., 

landscaping, lighting) 
       

c) ease of walking or biking around 
town 

    r= ‐ .123 
p= .006 
F= 7.697 

 

d) Amenities in parks (playground 
equipment, sports fields) 

       

e) Variety of City recreation programs  r= .147 
p= .001 
F= 11.171 

    r= .132 
p= .003 
F= 8.948 

f) Community Center & Ice Rink 
Facilities 

      r= .115 
p= .010 
F= 6.756 

g) Availability of entertainment areas  r= .148 
p= .001 
F= 11.367 

     

h) Street snow plow operations      r= .117 
p= .008 
F= 7.052 

 

i) Street pavement conditions / street 
sweeping 

       

j) Building Department application 
review and development permitting 

    r= ‐ .154 
p= .001 
F= 12.177 

 

k) Planning Department application 
review and development permitting 

    r= ‐ .154 
p= .001 
F= 12.161 

 

l) Senior transportation services    r= ‐ .130 
p= .004 
F= 8.592 

r= ‐ .133 
p= .003 
F= 9.022 

 

m) Funding non‐profit services (Safe 
Ride, Arts Center, Six Points, etc.) 

    r=‐ .175 
p= .000 
F= 15.924 

 

3.  How satisfied are you with:         
a) Feeling safe in the city         
b) Cultural integration in the city      r= ‐ .157 

p= .000 
F= 12.740 

 

c) Management of public events (4th 
of July Fireworks, Car Show, bike 
races, etc.) 
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Correlations	Matrix	–	Gunnison	Comprehensive	Planning	Survey*	
 

* For this table, “r” represents a Pearson Correlation, “p” represents significance (2‐tailed), and “F” represents the F‐test from 
linear regression.  The general range for “n” is 480‐510 depending on the number of respondents reporting data for each of the 
four demographic variables.  A high “F” value and low “p” value indicates stronger significance, though all correlations reported 
here are considered weak. 

 

  Age  Income  Education  Years in 
Gunnison 

d) Appearance of commercial areas      r= ‐ .129 
p=.004 
F= 8.538 

 

e) Affordability of housing within the 
city 

       

f) Quality of housing within the city      r= ‐ .134 
p= .002 
F= 9.282 

r= .129 
p= .004 
F= 8.526 

g) Variety of housing types within the 
city 

      r= .118 
p= .008 
F= 7.059 

h) Options for senior housing         
i) Availability of health services         
j) Quality of health services 
 

    r= .117 
p= .008 
F= 7.059 

 

k) Quality of senior care center and 
assisted living facility 

       

l) Responsiveness of emergency 
services 

r= .144 
p= .001 
F= 10.744 

    r= .246 
p= .000 
F= 32.630 

m) Convenience of shopping and 
restaurants 

       

n) Variety of shopping and restaurants  r= .190 
p= .000 
F= 18.927 

     

o) Community gardens         
5.  Rank the importance of encouraging 
growth in the following types of 
employment sectors affecting Gunnison 

       

a) Agriculture, forestry, fishing, 
hinting, mining 

       

b) Arts, entertainment, recreation, 
accommodation, food service 

r= ‐ .156 
p= .002 
F= 9.706 

    r= ‐ .183 
p= .000 
F= 13.436 

c) Educational services, health care, 
social assistance 

r= ‐ .142 
p= .004 

F=8.534  

    r= ‐.162 
p= .001 
F= 11.029 

d) Large‐scale retail      r= ‐ .130 
p= .007 
F= 7.301 

 

   



Correlations	Matrix	–	Gunnison	Comprehensive	Planning	Survey*	
 

* For this table, “r” represents a Pearson Correlation, “p” represents significance (2‐tailed), and “F” represents the F‐test from 
linear regression.  The general range for “n” is 480‐510 depending on the number of respondents reporting data for each of the 
four demographic variables.  A high “F” value and low “p” value indicates stronger significance, though all correlations reported 
here are considered weak. 

 

  Age  Income  Education  Years in 
Gunnison 

e) Light manufacturing and 
technical trades 

r= .172 
p= .001 
F= 12.269 

    r= .232 
p= .000 
F= 22.818 

f) Small specialty scientific and 
professional services 

       

g) Small‐scale retail  r= .163 
p= .001 
F= 12.056 

  r= .132 
p= .005 
F= 7.853 

 

6.  Indicate how much you agree or 
disagree with the following statements: 

       

a) It is important for the City to 
guide the location of new and 
additional developments. 

    r=.181 
p= .000 
F= 17.201 

r= ‐ .121 
p= .006 
F= 7.479 

 
b) New buildings downtown and 

along the highway corridor 
should be built using consistent 
design guidelines. 

    r= .139 
p= .002 
F= 9.924 

 

c) It is important for the City to be 
flexible with regulations to 
promote business development. 

    r= ‐ .146 
p= .001 
F= 11.024 

 

d) Developers should provide land 
along ditches, creeks and rivers 
for utilities and trails. 

    r= .212 
p= .000 
F= 23.858 

 

e) Highway entrances to the city 
should be improved to create a 
good first impression. 

  r= .151 
p= .001 
F= 11.750 

   

f) It is appropriate to require the 
cost of sewer, water, new 
streets, sidewalks and 
landscaping to be included as 
part of new development, at 
buyer’s cost. 

    r= .126 
p= .004 
F= 8.167 

 

g) New buildings should not be 
allowed in flood‐prone areas. 

r= .163 
p= .000 
F= 13.872 

     

h) Inoperable cars and equipment 
should not be stored on the 
street edge or in the street. 

r= .160 
p= .000 
F= 13.328 

r= .169 
p= .000 
F= 14.892 

   

i) The rate of population growth is 
too slow. 

       

j) The rate of business growth is 
too slow. 
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* For this table, “r” represents a Pearson Correlation, “p” represents significance (2‐tailed), and “F” represents the F‐test from 
linear regression.  The general range for “n” is 480‐510 depending on the number of respondents reporting data for each of the 
four demographic variables.  A high “F” value and low “p” value indicates stronger significance, though all correlations reported 
here are considered weak. 

 

  Age  Income  Education  Years in 
Gunnison 

7.  How satisfied are you with:         
a) Connectivity of bike lanes and 

paths to parks, open spaces and 
schools 

    r= ‐ .116 
p= .009 
f= 6.947 

 

b) Availability of bike lanes on 
streets 

    r= ‐.133 
p= .003 
F= 9.097 

 

c) Availability of walking, jogging 
and biking trails. 

       

d) Walking and biking on Colorado 
Street 

       

e) Walking and biking on Spencer 
Avenue 

       

f) Walking and biking on Denver 
Avenue 

  r= ‐ .153 
p= .001 
F= 12.179 

r= ‐ .122 
p= .006 
F= 7.658 

 

g) Walking and biking on East 
Georgia Avenue 

  r= ‐ .134 
p= .003 
F= 9.199 

r= ‐ .122 
p= .006 
F=  7.557 

 

h) Bus system route within the city         
i) Bus system schedule within the 

city 
       

j) Pedestrian crossing safety on all 
of Tomichi Avenue 

  r= ‐ .115 
p= .010 
F= 6.724 

r= ‐ .201 
p= .000 
F= 21.350 

 

k) Pedestrian crossing safely on all 
of Main Street 

       

8. Indicate how much you agree or 
disagree with the following statements: 

       

a) I like how sidewalks are used 
downtown, for example, 
features like trees, sandwich 
board signs, benches and bike 
racks. 

      r= ‐ .148 
p= .001 
F= 11.332 

b) It is easy to find parking close to 
downtown. 

    r= .186 
p= .000 
F= 18.010 

r= ‐ .187 
p= .000 
F= 18.330 

c) Public events in the downtown, 
such as the Farmer’s market and 
the Car Show, energize the 
downtown. 

    r= .219 
p=.000 

F= 25.468 

 

d) It is difficult for pedestrians to 
cross the intersection at Main 
Street and Tomichi Avenue. 
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* For this table, “r” represents a Pearson Correlation, “p” represents significance (2‐tailed), and “F” represents the F‐test from 
linear regression.  The general range for “n” is 480‐510 depending on the number of respondents reporting data for each of the 
four demographic variables.  A high “F” value and low “p” value indicates stronger significance, though all correlations reported 
here are considered weak. 

 

  Age  Income  Education  Years in 
Gunnison 

9.  Over the years there has been 
discussion about creating a pedestrian 
mall downtown.  Indicate your 
preference of the following choices. 

       

a) The current practice of 
temporarily closing the first 
block of East Virginia Avenue, 
along with the IOOF Park (200 N. 
Main), works well for the events 
that are held downtown. 

r= .169 
p= .000 
F= 14.389 

    r= .126 
p= .001 
F= 7.850 

b) IOOF Park should be expanded 
by eliminating adjacent parking 
and used for events, but East 
Virginia Avenue should be left 
open to through traffic. 

       

c) Permanently close one‐half of a 
block downtown to vehicles and 
provide a location for events and 
public gathering space. 

r= ‐ .119 
p= .009 
F= 6.963 

  r= .127 
p= .006 
F= 7.774 

r= ‐ .124 
p= .006 
F= 7.480 

10.  Preferred Future Actions – please 
indicate your level of agreement with 
the following potential actions the City 
of Gunnison could take to achieve a 
preferred future.  The City should: 

       

a) Build a designated route from 
the airport to downtown with 
landscaped streets, sidewalks 
and signs 

       

b) Repave streets         
c) Build more sidewalks        r= ‐ .140 

p=.002 
F= 10.009 

d) Build more paths to parks, open 
spaces (i.e., VanTuyl Ranch) and 
schools 

    r= .154 
p= .001 
F= 12.072 

r= ‐ .121 
p= .007 
F= 7.405 

e) Expand and improve the bus 
system in the city limits 

       

f) Improve appearances of city 
entrances 
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* For this table, “r” represents a Pearson Correlation, “p” represents significance (2‐tailed), and “F” represents the F‐test from 
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  Age  Income  Education  Years in 
Gunnison 

g) Create more appealing roadways 
with landscaping, sidewalks, and 
street lighting 

       

h) Expand the Community Center 
(indoor walking track, weight 
room, gym area) 

      r= ‐ .156 
p= .000 
F= 12.487 

i) Expand the variety of recreation 
programs 

r= ‐ .188 
p= .000 
F= 18.320 

  r= ‐ .120 
p= .007 
F= 7.466 

r= ‐ .247 
p= .000 
F= 32.367 

j) Build a dog park  r= ‐ .183 
p= .000 
F= 17.359 

  r= ‐ .137 
p= .002 
F= 16.918 

r= ‐ .212 
p= .000 
F= 23.500 

k) Continue Cranor Hill ski 
operations 

      r= .170 
p= .000 
F= 14.955 

l) Increase the number of public 
events 

r= ‐ .268 
p= .000 
F= 38.846 

r= ‐ .148 
p= .001 
F= 11.182 

r= ‐ .122 
p= .007 
F= 7.466 

r= ‐ .151 
p= .001 
F= 11.578 

m) Encourage affordable housing 
development 

  r= ‐ .162 
p= .000 
F= 13.383 

   

n) Increase public transportation 
(i.e. frequency and stops) 

       

12. Indicate how much you agree or 
disagree with the following: 

       

a) The City, County, and nearby 
towns do a good job of working 
together on issues that affect 
people who live here. 

r= ‐ .135 
p= .005 
F= 11.255 

    r= ‐ .199 
p= .000 
F= 17.476 

b) The community (public and 
private sectors) has a clear vision 
for growing the economy. 

r= ‐ .206 
p= .000 
F= 19.199 

r= ‐ .217 
p= .000 
F= 21.634 

r= ‐.194 
p= .000 
F= 16.918 

r= ‐ .208 
p= .000 
F= 19.550 

c) Local governments and other 
important institutions like the 
university should work together 
to strengthen the economy. 

       

d) There are plenty of good paying 
jobs in the community 

r= ‐ .144 
p= .002 
F= 9.985 

  r= ‐ .137 
p= .003 
F= 8.912 
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  Age  Income  Education  Years in 
Gunnison 

14. Knowing that City projects are 
funded by local tax revenue, please 
indicate your level of agreement for the 
following.  The City should use City tax 
revenue to: 

       

a) Maintain existing City facilities 
and services 

r= .145 
p= .001 
F= 10.633 

r= .128 
p= .004 
F= 8.193 

  r= .121 
p= .007 
F= 7.385 

b) Increase tourism marketing         
c) Increase marketing to businesses 

that export goods and services 
    r= ‐ .123 

p= .006 
F= 7.485 

r= .124 
p= .006 
F= 7.729 

d) Build more trails  r= ‐ .131 
p= .003 
F= 8.652 

  r= .186 
p= .000 
F= 17.775 

r= ‐ .132 
p= .003  
F= 8.807 

e) Increase recreation 
programming 

r= ‐ .202 
p= .000 

F = 20.998 

    r= ‐ .248 
p= .000 
F= 32.223 

f) Help market WSCU to increase 
enrollment 

       

g) Build affordable housing  r= ‐ .123 
p= .006 
F= 7.573 

r= ‐ .142 
p= .002 
F= 10.186 

  r= ‐ .229 
p= .000 
F= 27.191 

h) Expand and improve public 
transportation in the city 

       

i) Increase senior transportation 
options 

       

j) Improve the city entrances         
k) Increase support for public 

events 
r= ‐ .217 
p= .000 

F = 24.409 

    r= ‐ .161 
p= .000 
F= 13.084 

l) Increase support for non‐profits 
and cultural facilities 

r= ‐ .199 
p= .000 
F= 20.153 

    r= ‐ .260 
p= .000 
F= 35.733 

m) Build a designated route from 
the airport to downtown with 
landscaped streets, sidewalks 
and signs 

       

n) Repave streets         
o) Build more sidewalks        r= ‐ .122 

p= .007 
F= 7.422 
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* For this table, “r” represents a Pearson Correlation, “p” represents significance (2‐tailed), and “F” represents the F‐test from 
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  Age  Income  Education  Years in 
Gunnison 

p) Build more bike lanes and paths 
to parks, opens spaces and 
schools 

    r= .126 
p= .005 
F= 7.992 

 

q) Improve pedestrian crossings on 
all of Tomichi Avenue 

       

r) Improve pedestrian crossings on 
all of Main Street. 
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