
 
CITY OF GUNNISON COUNCIL AGENDA 

MEETING IS HELD AT CITY HALL, 201 W. VIRGINIA AVENUE 
GUNNISON, CO, IN THE 2ND FLOOR COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

TUESDAY 
AUGUST 25, 2015             REGULAR SESSION                                     7:00 P.M. 
I.         Call Meeting to Order: 
 
II.  Consideration of Minutes: 

A. Minutes of August 11, 2015 Regular Session Meeting 
B. Minutes of August 18, 2015 Special Session Meeting 

 
III. Pre-Scheduled Citizens:  
 A.  Funding Request for Gunnison County GOCO Inspire Initiative Grant  
  Application - John Messner 
  
IV. Unfinished Business:  None. 
 
V. New Business:  
 A.  Set Special Session for September 1, 2015; re: November, 2015 Election  
  Ballot Language Resolution 
  
VI. Resolutions and Ordinances:  
 A.  Ordinance No. 10, Series 2015; Re: Vacating a Utility Easement within  
  Boundary Line Adjustment – Salmon Property, Tract B and D, West  
  Gunnison Amended; 1st Reading 

C.  Ordinance No. 11, Series 2015, Re: Mid-Year 2015 Additional Appropriations 
 for the Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 2015; 1st Reading 

 

VII. City Attorney:  Kathleen Fogo 
 
VIII.  City Manager:  Ken Coleman - absent 

Acting City Manager: CD Director Steve Westbay – Departmental Report 
City Clerk: Gail Davidson 
 

IX.    Non-Scheduled Citizens:  At this agenda time, non-scheduled citizens may 
present issues of City concern to Council.  Per Colorado Open Meetings Laws, NO 
action or Council discussion will be take place until a later date, unless an 
emergency situation is deemed to exist by the City Attorney.  Speaker has a time 
limit of 3 minutes.   

 

X. City Council Discussion, Meeting Reports, Items for Future Work Sessions: 
 
XI.      Adjournment. 
 

The City Council Meeting agenda is subject to change.  The City Manager and City Attorney 
reports may include administrative items not listed.  Regular Meetings and Special Meetings 
are recorded and action can be taken.  Minutes are posted at City Hall and on the City website 
at www.cityofgunnison-co.gov.  Work sessions are recorded, minutes are not produced and 
formal action cannot be taken.  For further information, contact the City Clerk’s office at 970-
641-8140.   TO COMPLY WITH ADA REGULATIONS, PEOPLE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
ARE REQUESTED TO CONTACT THE CITY CLERK 24 HOURS BEFORE ALL MEETINGS 
AT 970-641-8140. 

http://www.cityofgunnison-co.gov/


ACTION: To be Approved 8/25/2015 

AUGUST 11, 2015                CITY OF GUNNISON COUNCIL                                   7:00 P.M. 

REGULAR SESSION MEETING MINUTES 

 

The City Council Regular Session meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M., by Mayor Hagan, 

with Councilors Ferguson, Drexel, Morrison, and Schwartz present along with City Attorney Fogo, 

Acting City Manager Westbay, City Clerk Davidson, Finance Director Cowan, IT Administrator 

Lee, and a couple  citizens.  City Manager Coleman was out of town.  A Council quorum was 

present. 

 

Consideration of Minutes of July 28, 2015, Regular Session Meeting.   
Councilor Ferguson moved and Councilor Drexel seconded the motion to approve the Regular 

Session meeting minutes of July 28, 2015, as presented.   

 Roll call vote, yes:  Ferguson, Drexel, Hagan, Morrison, Schwartz.  So carried. 

 Roll call vote, no:   None. 

 

Pre-Scheduled Citizens:   One Valley Prosperity Project/Better Cities Programs Presentation 

- Gunnison County Community Development Representatives Russell Forrest and Cathie 

Pagano.  Mr. Forrest and Ms. Pagano addressed Council.  Mr. Forrest gave an overview to date 

of the One Valley Property Project (OVPP).  A US Department of Commerce Grant is facilitating 

the participation of ‘Better Cities’ as a consultant on the project.  Over 1300 residents have 

participated thus far through one-on-one meetings, focus groups, or through surveys.  The OVPP 

is approximately half way through the 4-phase process.  Seven Values were determined through 

the process and it revealed that quality of life ranked higher than the economic priorities.  

Economic issues defined included the need for employment opportunities, making a livable wage, 

and the need for affordable housing.  Respondents wanted to maintain a strong sense of 

community, develop a real college town feel, and create a year-round economy.  Responses 

revealed there are similar values up and down Valley and this was across all age groups.  Mr. 

Forrest and Ms. Pagano discussed the “State of the Valley” report.  The Valley has competitive 

advantages including CBMR, WSCU, natural attractions, trail systems but we also have distances 

to other economic centers, real estate costs are high and broadband speed/capacity is not adequate 

to attract some businesses.  A Valley group of 5 business entities comprised of Ian Billick, WSCU, 

GVH, CBMR and Dick Bratton, are known as the keystone group and are working on developing 

potential outcomes with Matthew Godfrey of Better Cities.  The top three proposed priorities for 

the Valley are:  development of an Innovation/ Entrepreneurial Center (ICE) House at WSCU and 

downtown; developing a downtown Gunnison Renaissance to attract new businesses and visitors; 

and use the health system to enhance high altitude training and medical related tourism.  The 

downtown renaissance would create a “Visual Story” about why people should want to stop 

downtown.  It would encourage people to want to be and live here.  A feasibility qualitative and 

quantitative study needs to done to make the project acceptable to both the private and public 

sectors.  The project could drive jobs and the economy in Gunnison.  The OVPP group is looking 

for input, hopefully tonight, from City Council on what their priorities are.  They are not asking 

for financial support this evening.  Discussion ensued.  Topics included: economic sustainability 

of the project in times of economic downturn; the differing definitions of prosperity; keeping what 

is there already; the importance of an economic analysis on the project; the project could lead to 

future grant opportunities for businesses; the use of federal dollars for the project and the need to 

include the project in the City’s strategic planning document. Council thanked Mr. Forrest and Ms. 

Pagano for their presentation.   

 

Unfinished Business:  None. 

   

New Business:   

 Possible Council Action on Better Cities Program City Priority.  Following discussion 

on the three proposed priorities presented by Better Cities, the Mayor asked if Council would like  

to select their priories.   

 

Councilor Ferguson moved and Councilor Morrison seconded the motion to support the first two 

Better Cities priorities; those being the ICE House proposal and the downtown renaissance project.   

 Roll call vote, yes:  Drexel, Hagan, Morrison, Schwartz, Ferguson.  So carried 

 Roll call vote, no:   None. 
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 2nd Quarter 2015 City Financials Update (discussion item only).  Finance Director 

Cowan addressed Council and reviewed the Financial report. Topics discussed included the 

following:  financial departures from the adopted 2015 budget including the purchase of the Lazy-

K property; we now stand at a 32% fund balance which is lower than proposed; the investment 

report review; the City check register that is open for inspection at any time; the purchase card 

report that allows for checks and balances for expenditures; sales tax is trending strong with an 

overall 5.6% year-to-date increase over projections; and the revenue and expenditure reports for 

every fund.  Councilor Schwartz asked about the contra-cost allocation and Finance Director 

Cowan explained that it is shared costs by all department funds for services generated by the 

General Fund. A short discussion on reinvestments of the interest returns from the cd’s, which is 

extremely low, ensued.  Council thanked Director Cowan for the detailed report.  

 

Ordinance and Resolutions:  

 Ordinance No. 9, Series 2015; Re: Amendment to Chapter 12 GMC Utilities, Re: 

Unpaid Utility Charges Lien Process; 2nd Reading.  Councilor Ferguson introduced Ordinance 

No. 9, Series 2015, and it was read by title only by the City Attorney.  

 

City Attorney Fogo informed Council the Ordinance under consideration is amended from the 

Ordinance passed on first reading.  At the recommendation of the Finance Director, the lien process 

for electric utility services was removed from the Ordinance because there is no specific statutory 

authority to lien for non-payment of electric service.  The City currently turns the power off and 

then any deposit or payment is first utilized for the electric service cost and then the other utility 

costs.  There was a citizen concern about the legality of the electric service non-payment lien 

process.  The City will continue to collect non-paid service costs through the State of Colorado.   

 

Councilor Ferguson moved and Councilor Schwartz seconded the initial motion and the amended 

motion that Ordinance No. 9, Series 2015, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

THE CITY OF GUNNISON, COLORADO, AMENDING TITLE 12 UTILITIES, 

CHAPTER 12.40 UTILITY SERVICE RATES AND FEES, RULES AND 

REGULATIONS, SECTION 12.40.030 RULES AND REGULATIONS, H. LIEN ON 

PREMISES AND CHAPTER 12.60 GARBAGE COLLECTION AND RECYCLING 

SYSTEM, SECTION 12.60.120 PAYMENT OF CHARGES – WHEN DUE – 

DELINQUENCIES – LIEN, be introduced, read, passed and adopted as amended on second and 

final reading this 11th day of August, 2015.   

 Roll call vote, yes:  Drexel, Hagan, Morrison, Schwartz, Ferguson.  So carried.   

 Roll call vote, no:   None. 

 

City Attorney Kathleen Fogo:  informed Council the Board of County Commissioners discussed 

the proposed November Election ballot question regarding opting out of SB-152.  The BOCC has 

decided to move forward with a ballot question in the November 3, 2015, Coordinated Election.  

They are still discussing payment of the municipality costs.  County Community Development 

Director Forrest indicated the BOCC has determined they will pay the incremental costs on the 

ballot.  Since the City of Gunnison will not have any other ballot question, there will be no cost to 

the City. The County will develop an IGA with the City regarding the County paying the election 

cost. The County Attorney is also working on consistent ballot language for all of the entities 

regarding opting out of SB05-152.   

 

City Manager: Ken Coleman was absent. 

 

Acting City Manager: Community Development Director Steve Westbay:  informed Council 

his Department continues to work on the River Restoration Project and he is working with the US 

Fish and Wildlife Service regarding the project’s potential impact on sage grouse. The USFWS 

have determined there will be no impact.  His department also continues to work with marijuana 

establishment applicants.  

 

Community Development Director Westbay then informed Council the County is working on a 

GOCO Grant Application for the Inspire Initiative Program.  They are looking to re-energize the 

Discovery Center on the Gunnison Rising Property as a way to educate and connect children with  
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the value of the outdoors in the Valley.  There will be phase to the grant; the planning phase and 

then the hard dollar phase for capital improvements.  The grant application is due August 26th.  

The County is looking for a letter of support for the grant application.  Director Westbay placed a 

draft letter on Council’s desks this evening.   

 

Councilor Ferguson moved and Councilor Drexel seconded the motion to approve the letter of 

support for the Gunnison County GOCO Inspire Initiative Grant application and to authorize the 

Mayor to sign the letter.  

 Roll call vote, yes:  Morrison, Schwartz, Ferguson, Drexel, Hagan.  So carried. 

 Roll call vote, no:   None. 

 

City Clerk: Gail Davidson reported the City has received three marijuana establishment 

applications for retail stores from the State Marijuana Enforcement Division.  Those applications 

are now being reviewed by City Staff.  

 

Non-Scheduled Citizens: None. 

 

City Council Discussion, Meeting Reports, Items for Work Session: 

Councilor Ferguson: reported he attended a meeting with Senator Corey Gardner this afternoon. 

It was a Rural Economic Roundtable and a wide variety of topics were discussed.  State and local 

control over endangered species management was one of the topics.  Councilor Morrison was in 

attendance as well.  The meeting was well attended.   

 

Councilor Morrison:  reported at the Economic Roundtable meeting WSCU President Salsbury 

stated there is a need for internships for University students to gain valuable experience in the real 

world.  There is also a need for educating the future workforce.  Other topics included 

CDOT/transportation issues and the need for regional broadband expansion.  Councilor Morrison 

then informed Council a new date for the Highway Safety Planning meeting has been set for 

September 3rd starting at 6pm at the Fred Field Center.  The demonstration project will be presented 

to the community to give input and feedback.   

 

Mayor Pro Tem Drexel: informed Council Region 10 received a letter from DOLA stating that 

they had awarded the Region 10 Broadband Phase I project $5 million+.   

 

Councilor Schwartz – had no report this evening.   

 

Mayor Hagan:  reported he didn’t attend any meetings and he too had nothing to report.   

 

Adjournment:  Mayor Hagan called for any further discussion from Council, staff or the public, 

and hearing none, adjourned the meeting at 8:57 P.M. 

 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Mayor  

 

 

 

______________________________ 

City Clerk 



ACTION: To be Approved 8/25/2015 

AUGUST 18, 2015                CITY OF GUNNISON COUNCIL                                   8:32 P.M. 

SPECIAL SESSION MEETING MINUTES 

 

The City Council Special Session meeting was called to order following the closure of the Work 

Session meeting at 8:32 P.M., by Mayor Hagan, with Councilors Ferguson, Drexel, and Morrison 

present along with City Manager Coleman, Acting City Manager Westbay, City Clerk Davidson, 

Finance Director Cowan, and the press.  Councilor Schwartz was out of town.  A Council quorum 

was present. 

 

 Action on Approval of IGA Between City and Gunnison County Clerk & Recorder; 

Re: City Participation in November 3, 2015, Coordinated Election.   

 

Councilor Ferguson moved and Councilor Morrison seconded the motion to approve the 

Intergovernmental Agreement between the Gunnison County Clerk and Recorder and the City of 

Gunnison regarding the conduct and administration of the November 3, 2015, Coordinated 

Election and to authorize the Mayor to sign said Agreement.   

 Roll call vote, yes:  Ferguson, Drexel, Hagan, Morrison.  Motion carried. 

 Roll call vote, no:   None. 

 

 Action on Approval of IGA Between City and Gunnison County Board of County 

Commissioners; Re: Election Costs for SB 05-152 Ballot Initiative. 

 

Councilor Drexel moved and Councilor Ferguson seconded the motion to approve the 

Intergovernmental Agreement between the Board of County Commissioners of Gunnison County, 

Colorado, and the City of Gunnison, regarding election costs for the SB05-152 Ballot Initiative 

and to authorize the Mayor to sign said Agreement. 

 Roll call vote, yes:  Drexel, Hagan, Morrison, Ferguson.  Motion carried. 

 Roll call vote, no:   None. 

 

Adjournment:  Mayor Hagan called for any further discussion from Council, staff or the public, 

and hearing none, adjourned the meeting at 8:37 P.M. 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Mayor  

______________________________ 

City Clerk 



 
JM Consulting 

1141 CR 818 

Gunnison, CO 81230 

970-901-6708 

johnamessner@gmail.com 

Memo 

To: Gunnison City Council 

From: [Your Name] 

cc: Gail Davidson 

Date: August 20, 2015 

Re: GOCO Inspire Initiative Grant Opportunity 

  

GOCO and the State of Colorado have launched a grant opportunity that fits the population and identity of 

the Gunnison Valley and is one could greatly benefit many different aspects of our community. In light of 

this Gunnison County has asked me to get a group of citizens, government agencies and representatives 

of local non-profits together to learn more about this opportunity and to brainstorm how we, as a 

community could utilize this opportunity to create a positive impact to our community. A little about the 

grant initiative: 

GOCO’s Inspire Initiative is a 5 year strategy aimed at inspiring Coloradans, particularly kids, to 

appreciate, enjoy and take care of our great outdoors. The Inspire Initiative will pilot in up to five 

communities in the first year. Up to ten additional communities will be added in the second and third years 

for a total of 15 communities.  

American kids today spend an average of four to seven minutes a day playing outside. That is over 50 

percent less time than their parents did. This is a concern given the growing body of research that says 

the outdoors benefit a child physically, socially, emotionally and cognitively.  Moreover if our children don’t 

experience nature, they won’t value it. 

Additionally, while Colorado may boast the nation’s healthiest adult population, our youth obesity rate is 

rising rapidly. Barriers like time, transportation, money, access, and lack of interest and understanding 
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keep kids from getting outside and developing the lifelong passion for the great outdoors. Igniting this 

passion in our youth is vital for the well being of Colorado citizens, our wildlife and our way of life. 

Attached to this email is the full Inspire Initiative RFP. 

Here are some videos that explain the Initiative: 

https://youtu.be/WMc0d2d2fCY 
 
https://youtu.be/7tCTZhskT9k?list=PLf-tfy0RO48ZlLr4UaV6miacZJh70sxR- 

 

GOCO is seeking proposals from community coalitions interested in addressing the growing 

disconnect between youth and the outdoors, starting with planning grants:  

  

LEVEL 1: $100,000 for up to five communities that demonstrate a readiness to serve as one of the five 

pilot communities. 

LEVEL 2: $25,000 - $75,000 grants for up to 10 additional communities that demonstrate need, yet are 

not quite positioned to serve as one of the pilots. 

The Board will announce $1 million in planning grant awards for selected level 1 and level 2 communities 

on October 23, 2015. 

Level 1 pilot communities will have approximately 10 months to plan before submitting applications with 

specific requests for grant funding for project implementation.   Implementation grants will range between 

$1 million and $5 million per pilot community. 

Level 2 pilot communities will have 18 months to plan before submitting a grant application. 

I will be applying for this grant on behalf of Gunnison County but in order to do so we need to secure 

support and matching funding from partners throughout the community. In order to apply for the first 

“planning stage” the matching funding will total $20,000. Fiscal partners to date include Gunnison County. 

Western State Colorado University, and the RE1J School District. I am waiting to hear from a number of 

others as well. Support partners include the USFS, BLM, NCRS, Cold Harbour, Mountain Roots, 

Gunnison Trails, CPW, UGWCD, and the Crested Butte Land Trust. I would like to ask the City of 

Gunnison to consider contributing $5,000 in the 2016 fiscal budget towards matching funds for this effort. 

I look forward to sharing more information and answering any questions you may have. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/WMc0d2d2fCY
https://youtu.be/7tCTZhskT9k?list=PLf-tfy0RO48ZlLr4UaV6miacZJh70sxR-




The Inspire Initiative 
Great Outdoors Colorado is pleased to announce our Inspire Initiative – a five-year strategy 
aimed at inspiring Coloradans, particularly kids, to appreciate, enjoy and take care of our great 
outdoors. The Inspire Initiative will pilot in up to five communities in the first year. Up to ten 
additional communities will be added in the second and third years for a total of 15 
communities.   
 
GOCO is seeking proposals from community coalitions interested in addressing the 
growingdisconnect between youth and the outdoors, starting with planning grants:   
 
LEVEL 1: $100,000 for up to five communities that demonstrate a readiness to serve as one of 
the five pilot communities. 
 
LEVEL 2: $25,000 - $75,000 grants for up to 10 additional communities that demonstrate need, 
yet are not quite positioned to serve as one of the pilots.  
 
The Board will announce $1 million in planning grant awards for selected level 1 and level 2 
communities on October 23, 2015.  
 
The intent of investing in planning first is to provide communities time to solidify local coalitions, 
identify the barriers, gaps and opportunities unique to that community, and implement a 
community- and youth-driven process that reflects the diversity of the populations to be served. 
 
Level 1 pilot communities will have approximately 10 months to plan before submitting 
applications with specific requests for grant funding for project implementation in August 2016.  
Implementation grants will range between $1 million and $5 million per pilot community. The 
Board plans to award these grants in October 2016 and pilot communities will have three years 
or until October 2019 for project implementation.  
 
Level 2 communities will have 18 months to complete their planning. The additional eight 
months provides these communities with time to build their local coalition and partnerships. 
These communities will then be positioned to apply for the second round of implementation 
grants.  
  
Interested entities must first confirm your intent to apply by contacting Jackie Miller 
jmiller@goco.org and Joe Davidson jdavidson@goco.org. Proposal questions will be emailed 
once initial contact is made.  
 
Proposals are due to GOCO by 3 p.m. on Wednesday, August 26, 2015. Please email them to 
jmiller@goco.org . 
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The Challenge 
American kids today spend an average of four to seven minutes a day playing outside. That is 
over 50 percent less time than their parents did. This is a concern given the growing body of 
research that says the outdoors benefit a child physically, socially, emotionally and cognitively.  
Moreover if our children don’t experience nature, they won’t value it. 
 
Additionally, while Colorado may boast the nation’s healthiest adult population, our youth 
obesity rate is rising rapidly. Barriers like time, transportation, money, access, and lack of interest 
and understanding keep kids from getting outside and developing the lifelong passion for the 
great outdoors. Igniting this passion in our youth is vital for the well being of Colorado citizens, 
our wildlife and our way of life. 
 
There are numerous ventures across the state working to address the growing disconnect 
between youth and the outdoors ̶  efforts in the creation of close-to-home places for outdoor 
experiences, planning, environmental education and outdoor recreation.  While each makes an 
impact, projects and programs are often diffuse, not well integrated with other programs, and 
the disconnect continues to grow. 
 
Colorado can do better for our kids and Great Outdoors Colorado wants to work with our 
partners and your communities to make that happen.  
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The Vision  
The Inspire Initiative aims to influence Coloradans, particularly kids, to appreciate, enjoy and 
take care of our great outdoors. To make this initiative a success, we need the expertise and 
support of local community coalitions. We know there is not a one-size-fits-all approach that 
would serve Colorado’s diverse communities. Moving the needle on youth connections to nature 
will require local entities with unique expertise and resources to work together. 
 
In each community, an established local hub with trusted community relationships, serving 
youth and families, will be empowered to increase the impact and scope of their work.  This hub 
will play a central role in connecting youth to the outdoors and in collaborating with other 
entities to ensure all kids in the community are provided equitable opportunities for outdoor 
access.  
 
Working around this hub, investments will be made in building and enhancing places close to 
home to play in and enjoy the outdoors, and in a collective of programs to address barriers to 
reaching more kids. The goal is to provide every kid with the opportunity to experience a 
diversity of outdoor places and activities so they may choose those most meaningful to them. 
Since families play a pivotal role in youth connections to the outdoors, including them is central 
to providing meaningful programs and experiences. Finally, GOCO investments will be made to 
provide youth with opportunities to participate in paid outdoor service learning and stewardship 
projects as pathways to leadership and career opportunities. 
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Project Requirements 
Places, programs and pathways 
While each community will present their own response to this vision, below are the initiative’s 
parameters for places, programs and pathways:  
 
Places to play, learn and connect 
Build and enhance places for outdoor experiences within a ten-minute walk of where kids live 
and/or spend their time. These places can include local parks, natural areas, school playgrounds, 
nature centers, community gardens, urban farms, etc. These are the places kids will return day 
after day to play and experience the outdoors. These are the places where inspiration and 
curiosity are cultivated and confidence is built to venture off into more distant outdoor areas 
such as state parks, national parks and other public lands.  
 
Build and enhance trails and other pathways that get kids safely from the local hub, 
neighborhood or school to the outdoor places in their community and beyond.   
  
Programs and experiences from the backyard to the backcountry  
Work with local and/or statewide partners to provide outdoor education and recreation 
programs and experiences for kids of every age. These programs must address community-
specific barriers to the outdoors.  
 
Programs and experiences should help make the backyard places come alive as well as provide 
opportunities for kids to play in and experience nature at more distant locations over time. 
Below is an EXAMPLE that serves K-8th grade, with consideration that older youth may be 
engaged through the Pathways component. Preference will be given to suites of programs that 
impact a broad age range.  
 
EXAMPLE of programs: 

Kindergarten: Grow plants in a school garden   
1st grade: Learn about plants and wildlife at a local park or open space 
2nd grade: Family nature night(s) at a local park or open space 
3rd grade: Fish at a local state park or wildlife area 
4th grade: Hike or bike to explore local trails 
5th grade: Outdoor service learning project 
6th grade: Overnight camping excursion 
7th grade: Visit a working farm or ranch 
8th grade: Visit public lands such as national parks, forests, refuges and reserves  
 

Programs and experiences must include a variety of outdoor experiences that progress both in 
age and distance over time. We strongly encourage providing opportunities at state parks and/or 
state wildlife areas operated by Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) or opportunities to include 
CPW programming at other local outdoor places.  
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Project Requirements, continued 
 
Pathways 
Provide youth with opportunities to participate in paid or volunteer outdoor service learning and 
stewardship projects with a local youth corps or Colorado Youth Corps Association-accredited 
corps or with other youth stewardship organizations.  
 
Empower youth to become leaders through leadership education and paid internship and 
employment opportunities.   
 
Youth, families and communities  
We will require participation of either an existing or newly established youth advisory council to 
inform the process. While GOCO doesn’t have requirements about the structure of the youth 
advisory council, we will provide training and support for youth engagement as part of the 
technical assistance opportunities outlined under the Technical Assistance Opportunities 
section. This council should be set up in a way most meaningful for your community.  
 
Youth, families and communities must be central to the planning of any outdoor place the 
coalition chooses to enhance or create. This involvement ensures these places include the most 
compelling components. For any school-based project, the student body must participate in the 
planning and design.  
 
Matching funds  
For planning and implementation projects, coalitions must provide at least 25 percent of the 
total project cost in matching funds. At least 10 percent in cash and the remaining 15 percent 
can be in-kind contributions including donations of services, materials, staff time, etc. Funds for 
implementation may be raised during the planning phase.  
 
A complete Budget and Timeline Form, included with the Selection Criteria, should outline the 
planning phase of the project. Be sure the budget is well detailed, accurate and reflects the 
deliverables discussed under the Planning section of the Selection Criteria.   
 
Measurement and evaluation 
To measure the impact of this new approach and to identify the ways in which it can be 
improved, GOCO will require all grant recipient communities to track and evaluate outcomes 
with a tool that GOCO will establish.  Pilot communities may potentially participate in the 
construction of this tool to ensure we’re capturing the statewide impact in the most meaningful 
way. Targeted metrics will relate to outcomes such as: availability, quality, and use of nearby 
natural spaces; time youth and families spend in nature through unstructured and programmed 
opportunities; youth employment and service learning statistics; and qualitative impacts of 
youth and community engagement in the initiative.  
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Pre-Application Considerations 
What to think about when defining your community:  
Your community should consist primarily of youth and families that are underserved in outdoor 
spaces and outdoor experiences. GOCO’s priority is to provide outdoor opportunities for kids 
who might not otherwise have them.  
 
There should be people and/or organizations in this community that have experience mobilizing 
around a community-wide initiative like this and current momentum that can help inform and 
support the vision.  
 
Your community can be a neighborhood, a collection of neighborhoods, a town, county or 
region. GOCO wants to have the greatest impact possible with the funds available. We’d rather 
provide complete services to a smaller community than incomplete services to a larger 
community. County or region scale projects are accepted for rural areas where dispersed 
populations and resources may invite a broader approach. 
 
What to think about when identifying your local hub: 
Identify the organization(s) in your community currently reaching underserved youth and 
families, that has trusted relationships with local families, and an interest in expanding and/or 
enhancing existing programs with the support from GOCO and its partners.  Examples of local 
hubs include a school, recreation center, nature center, health clinic or a collection of these 
places.  
 
What to think about when establishing your coalition:  
Your coalition should be made up of the representatives from the hub, community members, 
youth, schools, youth-serving organizations, businesses, nonprofits, governmental entities, etc. 
Your coalition needs to include one or more pivotal people who have the capacity, relationships, 
motivation and expertise to drive this project, make it come alive in the local community and to 
ensure its success now and into the future.   
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Technical Assistance Opportunities  
The following technical assistance opportunities will be provided:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 7 – August 7, 2015 – Statewide regional workshops 
GOCO staff will hold a series of regional workshops to walk coalitions through the Inspire 
Initiative and this RFP process. This is an opportunity for coalitions to ask questions, work 
through challenges to date with GOCO and other attendees, and share successes to date. 
Coalitions must let GOCO staff know if they’d like to schedule a workshop by June 19, 2015.  
 
January 14-15, 2016 – Pilot kick-off workshops 
Pilot communities will meet in Denver for a kick-off workshop training opportunity 
  
May 19 – 20, 2016 -  Shared learning opportunities with pilot communities 
Pilot communities will convene to share experiences and collectively work through challenges 
and opportunities prior to submission of grant requests for implementation.  
 
One-on-one assistance 
GOCO staff is available to support your coalition and communities in any way we can. Jackie 
Miller is your main point of contact at jmiller@goco.org or 303.226.4524. Please contact her 
with any questions, concerns, ideas, etc. as your project is developing.  
 
Timeline 
June 3, 2015  Request for Proposals released  
August 26, 2015 Proposals due at GOCO by 3 p.m. 
October 23, 2015 Board awards planning grants and identifies pilot communities  
January 14-15, 2016 Pilot communities convene for a kick off training opportunity 
May 19-20, 2016 Pilot communities convene for shared learning opportunities 
August, 2016  Grant requests for implementation due 
October, 2016  Board awards implementation grants 
October, 2019  Project completion date 

June 11, 2015 – The Outdoors Summit 
Register today at 
http://theoutdoorssummit.com/ and 
take advantage of this one-day 
opportunity to learn from local and 
national leaders working to better 
connect youth with the outdoors. 
Contact GOCO staff to receive a 
discounted registration fee.  
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Contacts 
 
GOCO staff is here to help and we’re excited to do it! We look forward to working with your 
community to provide guidance on coalition development and refinement, project development, 
youth and community engagement, proposal submission, coordination and to help problem 
solve. Please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns you might have. We look 
forward to working with you as your vision develops. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jackie Miller   Joe Davidson 
Program Director  Program Coordinator 
303.226.4524   303.226.4512 
jmiller@goco.org  jdavidson@goco.org 
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To: City Council 

CC: City Manager Ken Coleman    

From: City Clerk Gail Davidson 

Date: August 20, 2015 

RE: Set Special Session Meeting 

 

 

Councilors: 

 

Following Council’s direction to proceed with participation in the November 3, 2015, Coordinated 

Election, a resolution containing the ballot language for the City to opt out of SB-152 needs to be 

passed by Council and submitted to the County Clerk and Recorder’s office by September 4, 2015.  

In order to meet that deadline, a Special Session meeting of Council needs to be set prior to 

September 4th for consideration of the ballot language resolution.  That resolution is being prepared 

by the City Attorney.   

 

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this process.  Thank you, Gail 

 

 

Action Requested of Council:  A motion, second and vote of Council to Set a Special Session 

meeting of City Council for Tuesday, September 1, 2015, at 7:00 P.M. for consideration of 

Resolution No. 14, Series 2015, Re: Setting Ballot Language for the City of Gunnison Ballot 

Question in the November 3, 2015, Coordinated Election.   

 



 

ORDINANCE NO.  10 

SERIES 2015 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GUNNISON, COLORADO, 

VACATING A UTILITY EASEMENT WITHIN BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENT – SALMON 

PROPERTY, TRACT B AND D, WEST GUNNISON AMENDED, RECEPTION #631561, CITY OF 

GUNNISON, STATE OF COLORADO. 

 

 WHEREAS, the applicant, Salmon Rentals, LLC., submitted an application on June 24, 2015, requesting 

the City of Gunnison to vacate a utility easement within Boundary Line Adjustment – Salmon Property, Tract B and 

D, Reception #631561as described in Exhibit 1; and  

 

 WHEREAS, Section 12.11 of the City of Gunnison Land Development Code states that approval of a 

vacation of a recorded plat, right-of-way or easement may only occur if the application meets all the Review 

Standards for a Vacation; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Gunnison held a public hearing upon 

the proposed vacation on August 12, 2015, and made a recommendation to the City Council to approve the 

requested easement vacation; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Gunnison, Colorado, held a public meeting on the requested 

utility easement vacation on August 25, 2015;  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GUNNISON, COLORADO, 

ORDAINS THAT: 

 

 Section 1.  Findings of Fact.  Based upon the application for an easement vacation, the supporting materials 

submitted therewith, and the evidence adduced at the public hearing conducted by the Planning and Zoning 

Commission of the City of Gunnison, the City Council hereby finds as follows:   

 

A. The applicant requests to vacate a portion of a 25 foot north/south utility easement within Boundary Line 

Adjustment – Salmon Property, Tract B and D, West Gunnison Amended, Reception #631561. 
 

B. The 25 foot utility easement was originally recorded in Gunnison County Clerk and Recorder in 1962 (as 

a power line easement) and was amended as a utility easement in 1975 at Book 437, Page 394. 
 

C. Utilities are not located within the north/south utility easement nor are any utilities planned at this 

location in the future. 
 

D. The site contains two east/west easements with one a centralized 20 foot easement providing access and 

utility extensions for tracts A through D and the other a northern 25 foot utility easement adjacent to 

Tracts B and C. 
 

E. Vacation of portions of the north/south 25 foot utility easement will allow for reasonable utilization of 

Tract B. 
 

F. The vacation of the easement will not be a detriment to the health, safety and welfare of the 

community. 

  

 Section 2.  Vacation.  The easement which is vacated by this ordinance is located in a portion of Boundary 

Line Adjustment – Salmon Property, Tract B and D, West Gunnison Amended, Reception #631561, as described in 

Exhibit 1.  

 

 INTRODUCED, READ, PASSED, AND ORDERED PUBLISHED, this 25th day of August, 2015, on 

first reading, and introduced, read, and adopted on second and final reading this ____ day of September, 2015. 

  

       ____________________________________ 

       Mayor 

(SEAL) 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

                        

___________________________________ 

City Clerk  
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Exhibit 1: 

 

 

 

Description of vacated easements: 

 

To be determined 

 

 

Block 21 



ORDINANCE NO. 11 

SERIES 2015 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GUNNISON, 

COLORADO, ADOPTING AN ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION FOR THE FISCAL 

YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2015. 
 

WHEREAS, by Ordinance No. 16, Series 2014, appropriations for the year 2015 were 

made; and  

 

WHEREAS, additional appropriations may be made by ordinance as authorized under 

Section 7.11 of the City of Gunnison’s Municipal Home Rule Charter; and  

 

WHEREAS, since adoption of the 2015 Budget, receipt of additional revenues have been 

recognized and expenditures authorized therefrom; and 

 

WHEREAS, transfers of appropriated funds from one department to another may be 

made by resolution or ordinance as authorized under Section 7.10 of the City of Gunnison’s 

Municipal Home Rule Charter; and 

 

WHEREAS, additional appropriations have been preliminarily approved as follows: 

 

a) Replacement of the street sweeper and bulldozer for $24,500 in the General Fund 

– approved February 24, 2015. 

b) Purchase of a chlorine control system for $10,600 in the Community Center/Pool 

Fund – approved March 24, 2015. 

c) Purchase of an energy monitoring system for $10,500 in the Other Recreation 

Improvements Fund – approved March 24, 2015. 

d) Purchase of the Lazy K property for $1,050,000 in the General Fund – approved 

April 28, 2015.  As outlined in Ken Coleman’s April 23 memo, proposed funding 

is sourced from: 

 General Fund $450,000 

 Other P&R $450,000 

 Wastewater $100,000 

 Water $50,000 

 TOTAL $1,050,000 

e) Rink compressor rebuild for $10,500 in the Other Recreation Improvements Fund 

– approved May 26, 2015. 

f) Interfund Transfers Out included in 2015 Adopted Budget: 

 General Fund $73,623 

 Conservation Trust $14,750 

 Fleet Maintenance $395,000 

 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF GUNNISON, COLORADO, THAT: 

 

Section 1.  Appropriations. Section 2 of Ordinance No. 16, Series 2014, 

is amended to reflect the budgeting and appropriation of aggregate 2015 

expenditures to the respective Funds as follows:  
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Section 2.  Transfers.  
 

a) Transfer of $4,000 for bond arbitrage compliance from the Finance Department to 

Capital Assets.  – approved February 24, 2015.  

 

Section 3.  Amendment. This Ordinance shall constitute an amendment to 

the 2015 Budget adopted by Ordinance No. 16, Series 2014.  

 

  

INTRODUCED, READ, PASSED AND ORDERED PUBLISHED this 25th day of 

August, 2015, on first reading, and introduced, read, passed, and adopted on second and final 

reading this ___th day of _______, 2015.        

 

        ______________________________ 

        Mayor         

SEAL: 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

City Clerk 

 

 

Published by Title in the 

Gunnison Country Times 

September 3, 2015 



MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   City Council  
FROM:  Steve Westbay 
DATE:  August 25, 2015 
RE:   Community Development Department Semi-Annual Report 
 
This semi-annual report highlights the department’s accomplishments during the past six months. 
The list includes, but is not limited to, the following activities:  
 Hiring Michelle Spain as the Planning Technician 
 Completing the Courthouse Certificate of Occupancy 
 Developing specifications for the new pumper fire truck 
 Providing input on the Airport Master Plan  
 Completing the Marijuana Codes 
 Finalizing the City Hall Remodel 

 
PLANNING 
Several planning projects were on the front burner during the past six months to include the 
complete streets project, participating in the One Valley Prosperity Project (OVPP), and the 
submittal and subsequent award of the Ridges to Rivers GOGO trails grant.   The Planning and 
Zoning Commission has also been busy processing current applications and addressing text 
amendments.  
 
Highway Design Project. The highway complete streets design project began in April with the 
contract being awarded to Fox, Tuttle and Hernandez LLC.  Another contract with Rocky 
Mountain Aerial Survey was awarded to complete the digital aerial data set.  The final data set 
includes a strip-map of the urban highway corridors with high resolution imagery and 
topographic data.  Traffic counts were also completed in May and a third non-motorized 
pedestrian count was also completed. 
 
Three phone conference meetings with the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) 
occurred since June 2015.  As you know there were some challenges to overcome in order to 
move forward with a Special Use Permit for the demonstration project.  A public workshop will 
be held on September 3rd and it will focus on presenting the project details, discuss the 
demonstration project and to hear concerns, ideas and have input on the project.  
 
On a similar note Ana’s Pledge, which was held in early May, was a resounding success. The 
City’s BPAC committee was successful in obtaining a Safe Routes to Schools grant which 
supported a one-week long event.  The grant funding was used for Bicycle Colorado staff to 
come to the community and teach safety classes and for supplies for the event.  These classes 
were held at both the Crested Butte and Gunnison Community Schools.  The week of educational 
activities culminated in the annual bike rodeo.  Approximately 140 children attended the event, 
numerous prizes were awarded, bikes were repaired and bicycle safety awareness was a central 
focus of the activities.  
 
OVPP. This past March, One Valley Prosperity Project held its kick-off meeting.  The 
community participation was excellent, with a mixed participation from the north and south parts 
of the valley.  Next, the OVPP conducted a series of workshops in the valley to identify the 



community values related to economic development and growth.  The community values 
segment was recently completed and the OVPP is now working on a visioning process to help 
identify future community directives related to economic development.  Better Cities was also 
selected by the County to the complete the Federal and State funded economic development 
assessment.  Better Cities has completed an initial economic assessment of the county. They 
have identified specific action projects that may be implemented to help stimulate economic 
development in the greater community.   As you know, the Gunnison Downtown Renaissance 
Feasibility Study was selected as one of the two projects to be selected for further study.  
 
GOCO Grant.   The City’s Ridges to Rivers grant application was submitted on March 2, 2015 
and on June 15th the GOCO board awarded the City $407,200 for the project.  In May the staff 
submitted a Biological Assessment to the US Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) and the Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS) for the VanTuyl Ranch river access trail segment. In early July the 
City staff was asked to provide additional information regarding indirect and cumulative impacts 
that the project may have on Gunnison Sage-grouse.   The additional data request was submitted 
in mid-July and the FWS submitted a concurrence notification to the ACOE, which means the 
FWS, agrees that the project will have no effect on the bird.  The ACOE has not provided any 
concurrence notification, but I hope their permit letter will be provided within the next three 
weeks.   
 
Other Activity.  Developing the marijuana establishment codes was a major focus during the 
past six months.  Some of the most detailed parts of the new regulations were associated with 
building, fire and mechanical code changes.  Amendments to the LDC were also rather 
extensive.  Since July 7th when related city applications were opened, the Community 
Development Department has had 35 inquiries.  Three State applications have been received and 
it is possible four to six more may be received in the near future.  
 
Staff time limitations have not allowed for additional work on the Comprehensive Plan update to 
occur.  Additionally, the OVPP process has been moving forward quickly and some efficiency 
for the City’s Comprehensive Plan update should be gained as a result of that planning process.  
 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT 
Activity in Building Department has been steady during the past six months with a significant 
increase in new single family construction projects.  Graphs found at the end of this report depict 
valuation, permit fees, and use tax figures through time.  Trends from 2013 and 2014 were 
influenced by larger projects to include the Courthouse, O’Reilly Auto Parts and the Tractor 
Supply store.  There have been 32 permits processed since the beginning of the year.  New 
residential construction accounts for 10 of the total number of permits. 
 
Training is another ongoing activity for the Building Official.  In March 2015, Eric Jansen 
attended the International Code Council (ICC) in Denver.  This training is required to maintain 
certifications as a Building Official.  Eric and I will be attending the annual Floodplain Managers 
Association in September, which is needed to maintain credentials as a Certified Floodplain 
Manager.  This summer Gunnison was recognized by the Federal Emergency Management 
Administration (FEMA) for the upgraded Community Rating System Designation.  This FEMA 
recognition is partly attributed to maintaining the related certifications.  
 
 



 
FIRE & HAZ-MAT 
This past year the Gunnison Protection Fire District purchased vacant property in the Industrial 
District for a new training facility.  Dennis Spritzer and fire district personal have been working 
on a design of the new facility and site improvements will be implemented as time and budgeting 
allows.  
 
Dennis has also been working on the design of the new pumper truck which is being purchased 
by the City. This vehicle’s design will provide versatility and will be used for both structural 
fires and urban interface fire response.  The truck is anticipated to be delivered in May 2016.  
 
The Fire Marshal has also conducted numerous inspections of businesses and restaurants to 
ensure life-safety requirements are being met.  He has also reviewed the new fire suppression 
system design at Quigley Hall and has conducted inspections of the system’s installation.  The 
July 4th fireworks was another matter that Dennis is directly involved with every year.   
 
The approaching fall season is a big time for public education.  Fire Prevention Safety Week and 
the annual school inspections will be coming up at the end of September.  The Household 
Hazardous Waste Day is scheduled on September 26th this year and Dennis is coordinating this 
annual program.  
 
CONCLUSION 
All of the Community Development Department staff does a great job of providing services and 
information to citizens.  Accomplishments of  the Department are directly attributed to their 
efforts and I am greatful for their comments and contributions to the City.  
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