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MEMBERS PRESENT     ABSENT      EXCUSED 
Carolyn Riggs, Chair    X       
Erik Niemeyer  X    
Erich Ferchau     X   
Andy Tocke  X   
Bob Beda  X 
Greg Larson  X    
Councilor Ellen Harriman        X  
              
OTHERS PRESENT:  Community Development Director Steve Westbay and Planning Technician Pam 
Cunningham. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AT 7:03 PM BY VICE CHAIR GREG LARSON 
 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
III. CONSIDERATION OF THE AUGUST 22, 2012 MEETING MINUTES. Commissioner Beda 

moved and Commissioner Niemeyer seconded to approve the August 22, 2012 meeting minutes as 
presented.   
Roll Call Yes:      Tocke, Larson, Niemeyer, Beda,  
Roll Call No: 
Roll Call Abstain:  Harriman      
Motion carried    
 

IV. PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION RULES AND REGULATIONS.  Director 
Westbay explained that the specific language to focus on is electronic and telephone 
communication between the Commissioners. The issue is that electronic meetings must be posted 
and the City must maintain a record of all participants. He explained the difficulty of the logistics of 
doing so went over the recommended language. 
 
Commissioner Niemeyer recommended changing the title of the section to “Electronic 
Communications Between Commission Members.”  
 
Director Westbay also pointed out that the City Attorney recommended changing the title of the 
document to “Rules and Regulations” rather than “Bylaws” because of the wording in the State 
Statutes.  
 
Action. Commissioner Niemeyer moved and Commissioner Tocke seconded to approve the 
Planning and Zoning Commission Rules and Regulations as amended.   
 
Roll Call Yes:       Beda, Larson, Harriman, Tocke, Niemeyer 
Roll Call No: 
Roll Call Abstain:        
Motion carried 
  

V. UNSCHEDULED CITIZENS. There were none  
 
VI. COUNCIL UPDATE. Councilor Harriman updated the Commission on recent Council business. 

The Council: 
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• Heard an update from the Office of Resource Efficiency (ORE), who would like to formalize the 
cooperative relationship it has with the City through a formal agreement. Such an agreement will 
help them in grant proposals. The City Attorney will look at the draft agreement and Council will 
vote on it at the next Regular Session. 

• Discussed the transfer of land to the County for rights-of-way along the Taylor River Road by the 
City of Gunnison Mountain Park. The transfer of land was authorized by voters so that the road 
can be straightened. The County is looking at the easements and, if the land transfer is in place, 
that section of the road can be completed next summer.  

• Heard from Director Westbay regarding the timeline for annexation of the VanTuyl Ranch;   
• Voted on a letter to organizations asking people to take Ana’s pledge; 

 
She also reported that: 
• The Bike Rodeo was successful. There were 169 t-shirts given to kids who completed the course 

and 100 bikes were licensed. She said the event was very positive and energetic and will be held 
again in the spring. The intention is to honor Ana Mendez.  

• Karl Fulmer has signed a contract as the new Executive Director of the Housing Authority and 
will begin on October 24th.  

• City Manager Coleman announced that the ditches will be turned off on October 1st at the latest.  
 
VII. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS. There were none. 

 
VIII. PLANNING STAFF UPDATE. Director Westbay updated the Commission on recent activity in 

the Community Development Department: 
• Management Staff has been working on the 2013 budget;   
• At the next P&Z meeting staff will present the Pedestrian and Non-Motorized Transportation 

Plan. This plan is the result of a recommendation from the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory 
Committee. The plan was presented to City Council for comments and staff would like to 
receive comments from the Commission as well.   

• Also at the next meeting will be a Major Change application for Gunnison Rising with a public 
hearing.  

• City internships for university students are being advertised.  
• City Council has determined that the VanTuyl Ranch Annexation is substantially complete. In 

October the Planning and Zoning Commission will look at zoning for the annexation.  
• The Highway Access Control Plan contracts for Gunnison Rising have been signed. The plan 

will take 9-12 months to complete and there will be meetings regarding the plan in the next few 
months.  

• The City and Colorado Division of Parks and Wildlife have submitted a grant application to the 
Colorado Water Conservation Board on September 28th in Berthoud for a river restoration 
project on Gunnison River adjacent to the VanTuyl Ranch.  

 
IX. ADJOURN.  Vice Chair Larson adjourned the meeting to Work Session at 7:22 p.m. 
         ________________________ 
         Greg Larson, Vice Chair 
Attest:         
 
_______________________ 
Pam Cunningham, Secretary 
 


