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MEMBERS PRESENT     ABSENT      EXCUSED 
Bob Beda, Chair  X        
Erik Niemeyer    X    
Erich Ferchau  X   
Andy Tocke  X   
Carolyn Riggs  X 
Greg Larson  X    
Councilor Ed Seymour        X  
              
OTHERS PRESENT:  Planner Andie Ruggera, Planning Technician Pam Cunningham. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AT 7:01 PM BY CHAIR BOB BEDA 
 
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
III. ELECTION OF OFFICERS.  CHAIR BEDA OPENED THE FLOOR FOR NOMINATIONS 

FOR CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR. 
Commissioner Larson nominated Bob Beda for Chair and himself for Vice Chair. Commissioner 
Riggs nominated herself for Chair. Commissioner Larson moved to close nominations and 
Commissioner Ferchau seconded the motion. By default, Commissioner Larson will remain as the 
Vice Chair. 
  
Discussion regarding the position of Chair.  Commissioner Riggs stated that she feels she would be 
a good Chair, and it fits with her political aspirations. She feels that the experience she has gained 
serving on the Commission and the fact that she has only missed two or three meetings during her 
term makes her qualified and that she would be a good leader for several years. 
 
Chair Beda withdrew his name for chairperson. 
 
Commissioner Larson moved to call for a vote for Chair and Commissioner Ferchau seconded the 
motion. 
 
Roll Call Yes:      Tocke, Beda, Riggs, Seymour     
Roll Call No:  Ferchau, Larson 
Roll Call Abstain:       
Passed by Majority 
 

IV. RESOLUTION 1, SERIES 2012 COMMENDING DUSTY SZYMANSKI FOR HIS 
SERVICE TO THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION AND RESOLUTION 2, 
SERIES 2012 COMMENDING STU FERGUSON FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION. 

 
Commissioner Beda moved to approve Resolution 1, Series 2012 and Resolution 2, Series 2012, 
read by name only.  Commissioner Larson seconded the motion.   
Roll Call Yes:         Ferchau, Beda, Riggs, Larson, Seymour  
Roll Call No: 
Roll Call Abstain:     Tocke  
Motion carried 
 



OFFICIAL MINUTES JUNE 27, 2012  7:00PM 
CITY OF GUNNISON PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION REGULAR 
MEETING  Page 2 of 3 
 
V. CONSIDERATION OF THE JUNE 13, 2012 MEETING MINUTES 

Commissioner Larson moved and Commissioner Tocke seconded to approve the June 13, 2012 
meeting minutes as presented.   
Roll Call Yes:         Ferchau, Tocke, Beda, Riggs, Larson, Seymour. 
Roll Call No: 
Roll Call Abstain:       
Motion carried 

 
VI. UNSCHEDULED CITIZENS 

There were none 
 
VII. COUNCIL UPDATE  

Councilor Seymour updated the Commission on recent Council business.  At the Council’s Regular 
session on June 26th: 
• Tammy Scott gave an update on the Chamber of Commerce and discussed some budgetary 

items; 
• Jay Helman and Brad Baca came in on behalf of Western State to propose that the City and 

Western share the costs of resurfacing Escalante Loop. The reason is that the WSC Foundation 
contributed to the ProCycling Challenge, which will make a loop around the campus. The race 
officials said the road was so bad they didn’t know if they could run the race on it. Western 
didn’t have all the funds. The parties reached an agreement that the City will pay for the entire 
$140,000 project and Western will reimburse the City for half upon completion.  

• Council: 
o approved a License Agreement for the Family Vision Center to build a stairway into the 

right-of-way;  
o received a bid for a snow blower that was budgeted;  
o awarded the slurry seal bid;  
o took action to direct staff to proceed with the annexation public hearings; and, 
o passed a resolution to accept the GOCO contract of $193,000 for the Jorgensen Skate Park.  

 
Commissioner Ferchau asked if there was any discussion with Western about exploring where they 
are going and the economic relationship the town has with the university. Councilor Seymour 
replied that was a big part of discussion; that the City and Western should develop goals together. 
The idea was brought up that a Councilor should attend Western’s Board of Trustees meetings to 
stay up-to-date on what is going on there. The City saw the paving agreement as far beyond an 
investment in the infrastructure, rather a partnership and building a relationship with Western.   
 
Commissioner Ferchau asked if there was a firm commitment [for attendance at Board meetings 
and Council meetings]. Councilor Seymour replied that there was no firm agreement but he has 
faith that the discussion is not over yet.  Commissioner Ferchau asked who will lead the discussion. 
Councilor Seymour said he would like to see Western lead it, but if they don’t the City will.  
 
Commissioner Larson asked if the funds for paving Escalante will come from other projects. 
Councilor Seymour said it would not. The City was already planning to do the City-owned section 
of Escalante. The additional $35,000 to help Western finish the whole loop will not be at the 
sacrifice of other projects. It will come out of reserves that the City has allocated to repaving 
projects. The City has well over 33% in reserve that is collecting only .04% interest, so putting it to 
use was a better investment.  
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Commissioner Tocke asked how effective the City can be in developing a closer relationship with 
the university when they have a lot of other entities to take direction from. Commissioner Seymour 
replied he feels that the City can have some influence. He said that it is in everyone’s best interest 
to increase enrollment; the college needs it, and the City wants it. Undergraduates are 33% of 
population of Gunnison and the City will see a return on their investment if there is an increase in 
enrollment. He reported that Dave Weins is taking over the Mountain Sports program at Western. 
The involvement of the College with the ProCycling Challenge will get Western more exposure.  
 
Commissioner Ferchau said his perspective is that he is not sure Western understands why people 
leave Gunnison and why they don’t have the retention they want. He said, “A lot leave because of 
absence of services and facilities in the city. Clearly Western is an element everyone is in favor of. 
When it comes to something that is of universal appeal, the college is that. I’m not sure we convey 
to the college the urgency for strategic direction and the need for a college twice the size it is. There 
is a lot that can be gained from that relationship and visioning. I strongly encourage maintaining a 
proactive position if we don’t get leadership from the institution to make sure we don’t drop the 
ball.”  

 
VIII. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

• Commissioner Beda thanked everyone for standing by him during his Chairmanship;  
• Commissioner Larson thanked Commissioner Beda for his service;   
• Commissioner Ferchau thanked Chair Riggs for being willing to be responsible for 

conducting the meetings;  
• Chair Riggs thanked Commissioner Beda for his years of service and passed on regards from 

Commissioner Niemeyer, who is out of town. She commended Dusty Szymanski and Stu 
Ferguson for their years of service. She thanked the Commissioner for appointing her as 
Chair and told everyone to feel free to call or e-mail her and said she would be working 
closely with staff. 

 
IX. PLANNING STAFF UPDATE 

Planner Ruggera updated the Commission on recent activity in the Community Development 
Office: 
• Level 2 fire restrictions have been implemented and the Fire Marshal has been busy; 
• staff visited business owners who are using sandwich board signs and provided information 

about the sign code and license agreements; and 
• work on the annexation is continuing. 

 
X. ADJOURN.  Chair Riggs adjourned the meeting to Work Session at 7:30p.m. 
         ________________________ 
         Carolyn Riggs, Chair 
 
Attest:        _______________________ 

        Pam Cunningham, Secretary  
 
 


