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MEMBERS      PRESENT     ABSENT      EXCUSED 
 
DIANE LOTHAMER, CHAIR        X       
JIM SEITZ           X 
BOB BEDA           X 
HARVEY HARRIMAN         X   
DELANEY KEATING         X   
COUNCILMEMBER ELLEN HARRIMAN       X 
              
OTHERS PRESENT:  DIRECTOR STEVE WESTBAY, PLANNER ANDIE RUGGERA, 
PLANNING TECHNICIAN PAM CUNNINGHAM, TIM SIEBERT, DENNIS MINCHOW, 
STEPHEN PIEROTTI (arrived at about 7:10). 
 
I.   CALL TO ORDER AT 7:02 BY CHAIR DIANE LOTHAMER  
 
II.   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 
III. PUBLIC HEARING AND POSSIBLE ACTION, ZA 09-1, BY GUNNISON 

VALLEY PARTNERS FOR THE REQUEST OF A PLANNED UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT (PUD) ZONING IN THE PROPOSED GUNNISON RISING 
ANNEXATION. 

 
Chair Lothamer called the public hearing to order at 7:03. 
Proof of publication was shown for the record.  
At the opening of the meeting no members of public were present. 
 
For the benefit of members of the public who might be watching via television, Director 
Westbay provided a summary of the work that has been done on the development standards 
since the continuation of May 13, 2009. Staff has gone through the May 13th document and 
provided comments and the applicant is now responding to staff recommendations to 
development standards.  The Planning and Zoning Commission has reviewed the first 13 of 
16 chapters and the appendices.  Also during the time since the last public hearing elements 
not associated with the zoning application, but with the annexation have been reviewed.  This 
includes the Annexation Agreement, the Avigation Agreement, the Sage Grouse 
Conservation Plan, the draft MOU between the applicants, the City, the college and the WSC 
Foundation.  Staff met with the applicants and reviewed the “Outstanding Issues” list and 
were able to take some issues off the list. There may be only 10 to 12 issues remaining to be 
addressed. 
 
Chair Lothamer introduced into the record written comments received from the Colorado 
Department of Transportation dated June 22, 2009, which are included as an attachment. 
Director Westbay provided an update on the transportation issues. He is setting up a meeting 
with City staff, the applicant’s transportation planner, and CDOT to address the issues raised 
in the letter before the Commission makes a recommendation.   
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Chair Lothamer asked if there were any comments from the applicants. Tim Seibert stated he 
was present to address comments from the Commission.  
 
Commissioner Beda asked if any additional correspondence had been received from the 
public.  Director Westbay stated that that there had not been.  
 
Chair Lothamer asked about the status of documents on the website. Director Westbay 
advised that staff is coordinating the updates with the Deputy City Clerk and they should be 
on the website. 
 
Chair Lothamer stated that the plan is to try to work through the remaining chapters in work 
sessions before the middle of July. The public hearing for final action is scheduled for July 
22nd. Work Sessions will be held on July 1st and 8th.  Chair Lothamer opined that the sign 
code will take considerable time. Tim Seibert stated that the applicants have been looking at 
the sign regulations the City already has in place.  The sign code previously provided by the 
applicants would be replaced with the City’s existing sign code. The only exception is a 
document addressing free standing signs and wall signs on the highway corridor. He stated 
that the applicants are interested in having aesthetically pleasing signs. Commissioner 
Harriman asked if flashing lights would be permitted. Mr. Seibert replied they would not in 
either the existing code, or future codes.  
 
Mr. Seibert passed out a red-line version of Chapters 8 and 9. 
 
Chair Lothamer asked for a motion to continue the public hearing on ZA 09-1 to July 22 at 
7:00pm. 
 
ACTION 
During the regular Planning and Zoning Commission meeting held on June 24, 2009 
Commissioner Harriman moved to CONTINUE the public hearing for Zoning Amendment 
ZA 09-1 until July 22, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  Commissioner Keating seconded the motion.  
 

Roll Call Yes:    Jim, Bob, Diane, Ellen, Delaney, Harvey 
 Roll Call No:       

Motion Carried 
 
IV. ACTION. Chair Lothamer stated that Commissioner Keating has personal business to 
attend to and would like to be excused.   During the regular Planning and Zoning 
Commission meeting held on June 24, 2009 Commissioner Seitz moved to EXCUSE 
Commissioner Keating at her request.  Commissioner Harriman seconded the motion.  
 

Roll Call Yes:    Bob, Diane, Delaney, Ellen, Harvey, Jim 
 Roll Call No:       

Motion Carried 
 
 
V. UNSCHEDULED CITIZENS:  There were none. 
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VI. STAFF COMMENTS:  Director Westbay reported that: 

• his staff is dealing with  enforcement issues; and, 
• staff has been gathering public input regarding the VanTuyl Ranch Management Plan 

from various venues including: The Bean, the Farmers Market, the fishing derby, the 
pool opening, The Firebrand, and City Market.  The College also did a survey at City 
Market and the survey is available on-line as well.  At the Task Force Meeting the 
group discussed having an open house in mid August.  They will also have a public 
walk about on the ranch a week or two before the open house.  

 
VII. COMMISSION DISCUSSION: Chair Lothamer asked the Commission if there were 
any comments.   

• Commissioner Seitz stated that he attended the Focus Group meeting for the VanTuyl 
Ranch Master Plan. He said that the consultants gave typical recommendations for the 
process.  He expressed excitement for the project because there are so many 
possibilities and hopes that citizens will get involved. He further stated the 
importance of the original intent to protect the City’s aquifer.  

 
Discussion followed about groundwater data. Director Westbay stated that one of the 
primary components is surface hydrology and there will be limited data because there 
is no money to hire a consultant.  He said there could possibly be DOLA funds to 
help with test wells. The only data already in place is a resistivity test that determined 
the thickness of the aquifer. There will also be a net flow map of the aquifer system 
that will provide information about water quantity. The data will not provide 
information on the rate of flow of hydraulic conductivity and only water quality data 
will be some studies done by the USGS and water quality data required by the 
Department of Health.   

 
 
VIII. Council Update: Councilor Harriman reported on the June 23, 2009 City Council 
meeting. The Council: 

• received an update from the Tourism Association; 
• did not interview Rogene McKiernan for the vacant P&Z position because she did not 

attend the meeting;  
• discussed the MOU between WSC, Gunnison Rising, the WSC Foundation and the 

City, which is still a work in progress;  
• appointed Wilma Duffey and Marian Hicks to the Election Commission with Thelma 

Reese as an alternate;  
• approved a new cleaning contract for community center;  
• approved a budget to educate people about the new refuse collection system;  
• discussed and approved a letter to be sent to the Department of Natural Resources 

regarding 200 acre feet of water from Blue Mesa; 
• decided  not to approve discounts for memberships to the community center for City 

employees at this time; and, 
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• special guest Gail Schwartz gave update on what transpired in the last legislative 
session. 

 
She also reported that there are many activities this weekend in the community, including the 
Habitat Build, the Whitewater Festival, the Farmer’s Market, and Jake’s Corral for 4H. 
 
VIII. ADJOURN  
Chair Lothamer adjourned to work session at approximately 7:43 p.m. 
 
       ________________________ 
       Diane Lothamer, Chair 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
Pam Cunningham, Secretary  
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